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FIFTH SUNDAY  
AFTER THE HOLY CROSS 



Fifth Sunday after the Holy Cross 
October 19th, 2025 

Sun., Oct. 19  Fifth Sunday after the Holy Cross / St. Aaron of Antioch / St. John de Brebeuf 
   9 am for the Intentions of the Parishioners   
   11:30 am  for Elie Safi       by the Raymond Safi Family 
 

Mon., Oct. 20  NO LITURGY  
   St. Shallita (Artemius) 
 

Tues., Oct. 21   10 am Divine Liturgy  
   St. Hilarion of Tabatha 
 

Wed., Oct. 22  10 am Divine Liturgy  
   Pope St. John Paul II 
 

Thu., Oct. 23  10 am Divine Liturgy 
   St. Ignatius, Patriarch of Constantinople 
 

Fri., Oct. 24  10 am Divine Liturgy  
   St. Arethas (Hares) and his companions 
 

Sat., Oct. 25  10 am Divine Liturgy  
   St. John Chrysanthus and his wife Daria 
 

Sun., Oct. 26  Sunday of Christ the King / Sixth Sunday after the Holy Cross / St. Demetrius  
   9 am for the Intentions of the Parishioners   
   11:30 am for Gabi Elie Saikali     by Mr. & Mrs. Wadih Saikali  

Financial Standing September 2025 
Ordinary Income 
 Collections on Sundays & Holy Days: $14,282 
 Cathedral Stipends from Marriages & Funerals, Hall 

Rent, Candles, Breakfast, Luncheon, Raffle, Dues, Re-
ligious Education, Flowers ....$37,934.01 

 Total Ordinary Income:  $52,216.01 
 

Ordinary Expenses 
 Payroll, Gas, Electricity, Building Insurance and Medi-

cal Insurance, Leasing Equipment, TV, Phone, Inter-
net, Supplies for Church, Hall & Office, Postage, Reg-
ular Maintenance, Charity, Eparchial Appeal, Insur-
ance   $36,797.69 

 Total Ordinary Expenses:  $31,619.43 
 

 Total Ordinary Income vs Expenses:  $20,596.58 
 

**************************************** 
 

Do you know? A couple of basic monthly expenses:  
The Monthly Eparchial Assessment & Bishop’s Appeal 
has increased from $2,125 to $2,670 a month starting 
January 2024.  
 

The Cathedral’s Building Insurance increased 14.3% 
in 2023,  7% in 2024 and 9% in 2025.  We are now 
paying $53,716 which will amount to $4,476.33 a 
month.  

Thank you for your contribution  
in helping maintain the Church  

and in planning different activities 

HELP LEBANON! 
 

Caritas Lebanon: Founded in 1972, Caritas Lebanon 
is the official socio-pastoral arm of the Catholic 
Church and is under the authority of the Assembly of 
Catholic Patriarchs and Bishops of Lebanon. Caritas 
Lebanon assists both individuals and communities 
through direct assistance to the poor, sick, refugees, 
victims of sex abuse and trafficking, and others in 
need. Caritas Lebanon is a member of Caritas Interna-
tional, one of the largest humanitarian networks in the 
world. Donate here.  
 
 
Tele-Lumiere / Noursat: Tele-Lumiere / Noursat, the 
“Television of Light,” is the first Christian Television 
network in Lebanon and the Middle East. It was found-
ed in 1991 by a group of committed lay people. Tele-
Lumiere / Noursat has become the daily bread and 
hope for the Christian minorities in the Middle East, as 
well as a source of peace for many viewers from differ-
ent denominations. Donate here. 
 
 
Society of Saint Vincent de Paul: Founded in 1833 by 
a group of young laymen, the Society of Saint Vincent 
de Paul is a lay Catholic organization of women and 
men who put their faith into action. The Society is very 
close to the people. Most parishes and villages have a 
Society that is active. From the start, the Society has 
been under the patronage of Saint Vincent de Paul, a 
great saint, well-known for his works of charity.  Do-
nate here. 

https://caritas.org.lb/
https://caritas.org.lb/
https://noursat-usa.tv/
https://noursat-usa.tv/
https://stvincentlb.org/donate/
https://stvincentlb.org/donate/


CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Confraternity & Knights Meeting  
The Confraternity and Knights will have 
their monthly meeting this Sunday after the 
11:30 am Divine Liturgy.  
 

Sajj Breakfast  
The Knights will have a Sajj breakfast on Sunday, October 26th, after the Divine Liturgy.   
 

Maronite Catholic Formation  
Maronite Catholic Formation (Sunday School) classes began on Sunday, September 21st, at 10 am.  Please register your 
child here.   
 

Registration for the 2026 Parliamentary Lebanese Elections 
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Emigrants announces the opening of registration for the Lebanese living abroad to vote in the up-
coming 2026 parliamentary elections.  Eligible voters will be able to register online by completing all the necessary steps and providing 
all the required information, including the correct residential address in the United States. 
 

Finance Council Recommendation 
The Finance Council has recommended that parishioners set up their Church donation as an automatic payment. You 
may also make your contribution online by clicking here.  It was determined that a minimum of $150.00 per household 
a month will help meet the Church’s budget.  
 

Come & See Retreat Weekend for Young Adult Women, Dartmouth MA 
Is Jesus calling you to Come and See? Are you seeking to grow in your love for Christ and to learn more about the gift 
of religious life? The Maronite Servants of Christ the Light located in Dartmouth MA, invite single young adult women 
(ages 18-39) to prayerfully consider joining them for a Come & See Retreat Weekend, October 31 - November 2, 2025.  
The weekend is designed to give young adult women a glimpse into their prayer and communal life and to enjoy fel-
lowship with other young adult women seeking to go deeper in their relationship with Christ our Light.  If you have any 
questions or are interested in exploring the gift of religious life, please contact Vocation Director, Sister Therese Maria.  
Single young adult women interested in registering can sign up at this link.   
 

Sixth Pastoral Letter of Bishop Gregory Mansour  
The Man of God Is a Man for Others is the most recent pastoral letter of Bishop Gregory.  The Bishop said, “The words 
were born in my heart out of love from one man to another. But I hope my words will also be helpful to women as 
well.”  Please click here to read the letter. 
 

Vocation Team Initiatives 
The Vocation Team is starting a new initiative to foster and promote a culture of vocations in our parishes with a voca-
tion form that Bishop Gregory would like everyone to consider completing. Please click on the link and consider  sub-
mitting a name of one or two young people, whom the Vocation Team can pray for, and possibly accompany on  their 
vocation journey. The Vocation Team and Bishop Gregory will intentionally pray for those whose names are submitted, 
and, if given permission, we will follow up with them to see how we can support them in their ongoing discernment.  
Please click here for our vocation prayer card and icon to aid our young people, families, and parishes to come together 
as the Body of Christ to pray for vocations. 
 

Bulletin Advertisements 
Business owners, you may advertise your businesses in the Church bulletin that reaches over 600 households via email.  
For more information click here or call the rectory at (718) 624-7228.  
 

Cedar Remembrance Tree 
Parishioners and friends can now remember their deceased and honor their living with their names on the commemora-
tive tree located in our Cathedral Chapel vestibule. Please click here for more details. 
 

Eparchial Vocation Video 
To listen to the whisper of one’s heart which might be calling one towards a special life of service, love, and purpose, 
Bishop Gregory is inviting you to view and share this video produced by Nadim Khalid, one of our seminarians, to dis-
cover and nurture the vocation that God has placed within you, and be faithful to his call no matter where it leads.  
 

Saturday Speaker Series at St. Sharbel Spiritual Life Center  
Please click here to watch  a lecture by Michael Aquilina at the Saint Sharbel Spiritual Life Center. The talk is a superb 
analysis of the influence of the early Christians on society with respect to the dignity of women and children.   
 

Lector Ministry  

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=Rhi1q0zqG0mVWqwYovHPj5PJC2SK_91OhCM1KgcEBQVUMUU3WVpYWUdHR1dFUEFONklERE4xR0xLWC4u&origin=lprLink&route=shorturl
https://diasporavote.mfa.gov.lb/
http://ololc.org/index.html
mailto:vocations@maroniteservants.org
https://forms.gle/8vfnGBLPNzvx1g867
https://www.stmaron.org/press-releases/the-man-of-god-is-a-man-for-others-cir2350
https://www.stmaron.org/press-releases/the-man-of-god-is-a-man-for-others-cir2350
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfYOeS9Ud8_7cMG4YFgVtqMvJwI-5aEIjj2YTjbpQ40ewMQTA/viewform
https://www.stmaron.org/eparchial-news/cir-25-57-vocations
http://ololc.org/doc/weeklyad.pdf
http://ololc.org/doc/cathtree.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zXs0sueKuYU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9wOruKfy8oY


 

Our Lady of Lebanon Cathedral 
has been designated as a holy site for the 
2025 Jubilee Year. Catholics who visit the 
Cathedral with a sincere heart free from 
attachment to sin, and who fulfill the fol-
lowing conditions, can obtain a plenary 
indulgence: 
1. Receive Holy Communion. 
2. Participate in the Sacrament of Penance 
(Confession). 
3. Pray for the intentions of the Holy Fa-
ther. 
 

A plenary indulgence grants the complete 
remission of all temporal punishment due 
to sin, restoring the soul to the purity it 
had at baptism. 

 

The Jubilee Prayer 
 

Father in heaven, may the faith you have 
given us  in your son, Jesus Christ, our 
brother, and the flame of charity enkin-
dled in our hearts by the Holy Spirit,  rea-
waken in us the blessed hope for the com-
ing of your Kingdom. 
 

May your grace transform us into tireless 
cultivators of the seeds of the Gospel.  
May those seeds transform from within 
both humanity and the whole cosmos in 
the sure expectation of a new heaven and 
a new earth, when, with the powers of 
Evil vanquished, your glory will shine 
eternally. 
 

May the grace of the Jubilee reawaken in 
us, Pilgrims of Hope, a yearning for the 
treasures of heaven. May that same grace 
spread the joy and peace of our Redeemer 
throughout the earth. To you our God, 
eternally blessed, be glory and praise for 
ever.  Amen. 



https://saintsharbelcenter.org/zoom-series/the-syriac-language




Sunday Readings 

 قراءات   اد  

 

 
  

The Fifth Sunday of The Cross 
Letter to the Philippians 2:12-18  
Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always 
obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much 
more now in my absence, work out your own sal-
vation with fear and trembling; 
for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you 
both to will and to work for his good pleasure.  
Do all things without murmuring and arguing, so 
that you may be blameless and innocent, children 
of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked 
and perverse generation, in which you shine like 
stars in the world.  It is by your holding fast to the 
word of life that I can boast on the day of Christ 
that I did not run in vain or labor in vain. 
But even if I am being poured out as a libation 
over the sacrifice and the offering of your faith, I 
am glad and rejoice with all of you and in the 
same way you also must be glad and rejoice with 
me. 
 
The Gospel according to Saint Matthew 25:1-
13 
‘Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. 
Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to 
meet the bridegroom. 
Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 
When the foolish took their lamps, they took no 
oil with them;  but the wise took flasks of oil with 
their lamps. 
As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them be-
came drowsy and slept.   But at midnight there 
was a shout, "Look! Here is the bridegroom! 
Come out to meet him." Then all those brides-
maids got up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish 
said to the wise, "Give us some of your oil, for our 
lamps are going out." 
But the wise replied, "No! there will not be 
enough for you and for us; you had better go to 
the dealers and buy some for yourselves." 
And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom 
came, and those who were ready went with him 
into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut.  
Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, 
"Lord, lord, open to us."  But he replied, "Truly I 
tell you, I do not know you." Keep awake there-
fore, for you know neither the day nor the hour. 

 اد     اامس ب   عي    صل    اا  ل 

  12:2-18رسساة   ااّ س ب   عإاب   لاف   ّي     ل  س       
لُ َِإ   تِوِا    ِِ ُ  لوُ    ،َ تُدَ   ك ُِ خلو    ، ُِ ب، ،ِ يا   وَتِي، إ   و،لُوِ لتخ   
   ،َ ُْبإ    ىُِ    ،اكَِِر   ك ،اكتُِ ِ َِ س   ُِ ،َ ت لِ ل دخِئ،وًاإ   ف   ُ    

ِاِ ،   .خلآنِ   ُ    ا،
ِ اي، ،  َُ ِْب،   ِ  َِ ي لكنِ   كيُِ وِ لتنِ    ، ،َ س   يكُِ ِ لخلو   يل  .ُِٱللهل   ولتِ   خِيَ

ََ   كِ ، خِ إ َ،   يَِِ د ُِ ِ ،    َِ  ٍِ ُُ ِ لتخ   تلىي     و،
ُِبِ    ًِ   لله،   ف   لِ ُِخلوإ   ك ُِ َِا ِْ   لِ ِ ِِ   ف   ِتِ َِا ِْ كخ    ل لَ ِ ِ،خِ    ييِ،

ِ لتنِ   ُِ ،    دإ   يل ، ،َ َِ َُ َ   ك ل نُ ُ تِ ُِىَ    ل ُِخلوإ   كِطُ ِ    ،
خت،   ُ    خِ ِاِِوإ نَ،  تاَِيِ

ِ إ    ، ِ ن،     ،ْ ْ،   خِوِ س   ُ    يتِ ،َ ا ُِ ، ُُ ِِاَإ   َ َِ ِنِ    ،خِ ،وِ ،   خِ خ، نْ،  ل وِِ
َُ ل    اِ ، ً  ُِ ل   كف   يِ ،  .ِ ا   طِ ِ

َُ ل    إ   ِخِل ، ،  ِ ُ ،َ َِ ،   و،يُوا ،خلو   ك َ   إِ ،ِ خ ل   ل  َِ ِت    نِي   دِ ،    يل
ِ اً حل   ك ُِ  جِ، ل   ِ  خِلو   ِ و، َِ ُُ ِ . 

تخ   ِ  ،  كل تخ    ُِ  لو    يًُِ ا   كُِ  جِ، لِ َِ ُُ  .ُِٱ
 

 1:25-13    لنجل    ااّ س ب     سف
 

ر   »قا ِ   خَِ د   يِْت      َِ َِ   لَِخِ يْوِاكِخت،   لِشُ يلشَُ، ل   ِ  خِلتتل   خِ
ِ،   خِ َِي إ عِا ،ِ    َ ُ نِ   وِ، َِ َِ جلني   ك َِ َُنِ   ِ يِا ِ، َِ ِ  

ِوِات خ، ِِ وُ ٌ    َِ َُجلني   ِ او، تإ   ك وُ ٌ    ، َِ. 
َُنِ   ِ  جِلني   ِ يُ اً لَ ُ جلني   كِِوُ   يِ  َِ َُنِ   ِ يِا ِ، َِ  .ُِاِكِاو، تل    ِ
ني  ج، ،َ ُِ َُنِ   ِ يُ اً   ُ    ع ،ِِ َ   ِ حِ   ِ يِا ، َِ ِ ُِوِاتل   ُِ  خ، َِ ا   خِ  . ِ ي

قُِ نِ  َِ إ   ك ِ لجلني نِ   ِ و، ُْ ِ   خِ َِي ل   َُِِ ِ  َِ  .ك ُِ 
َِ     ولتِإخِ   خِ َِي      ِ ت،   خِيي َِ ىإ   بِا َُ يِِ ،   خِ يِ كُ     ل

عِائ، ،  ،ِ    َ تخ   وِ، لَ ل َُ ل  ! 
جلني  َِ إ   كِ ييني   ِ يِا ،ِ ر   تل دجلني َِ ََ   قِاِ  ُ    لكِ ،لِ   خِ َِخِ ، َِِِ. 
إ   كنِي    نُ   ِ ي ،خلني ََِِا    ، ،َ خِوِات     لُِ َِ  ،ِ ُعِاِِ ،   خِكِاو، تل   

َِئ،  َُ َِا   يِ َِ  .ِ يِا ِ،
َُنِ    خِوِاتل   كقلُ نِ    قِ ُ   ف   يخُِئ،َِاِ   كيخُِئ،ِخلني    و،إُوِ َِ ُِ ِِ ا ِ ،   خِ

َ   خَِاِلِ ،   كُِ  ُِ نِ   ِخِلني  ر   وِ، َِ ُِ  . ،اكِ
   َ ُْ ِ ، يختل   وِ، َِ ِ ،   خِول ِِ   خِ َِي إ   كدِ َُ ُِ نِإ   ِ ا ِِ ،ِ َُنِ    ا   إوِِ كِوِي

سإ   ك لاُ ، ِ   خَِِا  َُ  .خِ ل
إ    َِ د إ   يِا    َِ د اِتل   كقلُ نِ    يِا    ر   خَِِاقِ، َِ ِِت،   خِ َِخِ خ   ِ ا ًَ ك َِِ

ُُ ِ ُ   َِِِا ِ! 
ُلخلني  ،َ إ   و، ن،    ف    لُِ َِ ي    قِلت ل   ِخِلني  !ُِ ِِ ا ِ   كقِا      ِِ
يْالِ  ِْ   كف   خِ تنِ   خِِِتُ كخ   و،إخًإ   كِ يخلو   ف   يُِ  وِل لَ  و،طُجِ

  



 

Kindly patronize the following with all your needs  

St. Charbel In Every Home 
 
 

Plaster on Wood  

Size: 12"x9" in 
 
 
Engraved Wood 

Frame  

Size: 81/2"x51/2"  
 
 
 
 
 

Statue  
Size: 24"x9" 

 
 
 

Please call or email  
Maurice Kinani 

917-696-0027 
Mauricekinani@aol.com 

to place your order  

Prearrangement Simplifies a 
Difficult Time 

Cobble Hill 
Chapels 

171 Court Street, 
Brooklyn, NY 

The Largest Facility in  
Downtown Brooklyn 

 

(718) 875-1640 

 

 



MEX CARROLL’S DINER 
192 Columbia St. 
Brooklyn, NY 11231 

 

GRAND CANYON BISTRO 
300 Schermerhorn St.   
Brooklyn, NY 11217 

 

 



  

 

 
 

ELHILOW & ASSOCIATES P.C. 

Attorneys at Law 
Serving your legal needs in: 

Personal Injury, Real Estate, Business and Estates 
 

(718) 833-2100                 (718) 833-0476 Fax 
Serving New York and New Jersey 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Cedar Abstract & 
Settlement Services Inc. 

259 - 86th Street 
Brooklyn, NY  11209 

718-745-1120 
 

Joseph M. Elhilow, President 

THE ARNAOUT FAMILY 
OF OUR LADY OF LEBANON 

 
PLACE YOUR AD HERE  



 
 

PLACE YOUR AD HERE  



 
 

PLACE YOUR AD HERE  


