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Sunday of the Entrance into Lent / Miracle at Cana  
March 2nd, 2025 

Sun., Mar. 2  Sunday of the Entrance into Lent / Miracle at Cana / St. John Maron, 1st Maronite Patriarch   
   9 am for the Intentions of the Parishioners  
   11:30 am 40 Day for Nalie Salem     by the Family  
         for Bahjat & Fortuneh Lutfi    by the Family  
 

Mon., Mar. 3  7:30 pm Divine Liturgy of the Blessing and Imposition of Ashes  
   St. Thomas Aquinas 
 

Tues., Mar. 4  10 am Divine Liturgy  
   St. Paul and his sister, St. Juliana  
 

Wed., Mar. 5  10 am Divine Liturgy for Charbel El Khoury   by the Family  
   St. Albert the Great 
 

Thurs., Mar. 6  10 am Divine Liturgy  
   St. Conon of Isauria  
 

Fri., Mar. 7  10 am Divine Liturgy  
   The Seven Young Men of Ephesus  
 

Sat., Mar. 8  10 am Divine Liturgy  
   St. Frances of Rome  
 

Sun., Mar. 9  Sunday of the Healing of the Leper / The Forty Martyrs  
   9 am for the Intentions of the Parishioners  
   11:30 am 40 Day for Youssef Tanios Antonios  by his brother, Edouard Antonios  

2024 Financial Standing  
 
Ordinary Income 
 Collections on Sundays & Holy Days: $210,909.97 
 Cathedral Stipends from Marriages & Funerals, Hall Rent, Can-

dles, Breakfast, Luncheon, Raffle, Dues, Religious Education, 
Flowers ....$440,136.23 

 Total Ordinary Income: $651,046.20 
 
Ordinary Expenses 
 Payroll, Gas, Electricity, Building Insurance and Medical Insur-

ance, Leasing Equipment, TV, Phone, Internet, Supplies for 
Church, Hall & Office, Postage, Regular Maintenance, Charity, 
Eparchial Appeal, Insurance   $461,066.80 

 Total Ordinary Expenses:  $461,066.80 
 

 Total Ordinary Income vs Expenses:  $189,979.40 
 

**************************************** 
 

Do you know? A couple of basic monthly expenses:  
The Monthly Eparchial Assessment & Bishop’s Appeal has in-
creased from $2,125 to $2,670 a month starting January 2024.  
 
The Cathedral’s Building Insurance increased 14.3% in 2023,  
7% in 2024 and 9% in 2025.  We are now paying $53,716 which 
will amount to $4,476.33 a month.  
 

Thank you for your contribution  
in helping maintain the Church  

and in planning different activities 
 

HELP LEBANON! 
 

Caritas Lebanon: Founded in 1972, Caritas Leba-
non is the official socio-pastoral arm of the Cath-
olic Church and is under the authority of the As-
sembly of Catholic Patriarchs and Bishops of 
Lebanon. Caritas Lebanon assists both individuals 
and communities through direct assistance to the 
poor, sick, refugees, victims of sex abuse and traf-
ficking, and others in need. Caritas Lebanon is a 
member of Caritas International, one of the larg-
est humanitarian networks in the world. Donate 
here.  
 

Tele-Lumiere / Noursat: Tele-Lumiere / Noursat, 
 the “Television of Light,” is the first Christian 
Television network in Lebanon and the Middle 
East. It was founded in 1991 by a group of com-
mitted lay people. Tele-Lumiere / Noursat has  
become the daily bread and hope for the Christian 
minorities in the Middle East, as well as a source 
of peace for many viewers from different denomi-
nations. Donate here. 
 

Society of Saint Vincent de Paul: Founded in 
1833 by a group of young laymen, the Society of 
Saint Vincent de Paul is a lay Catholic organiza-
tion of women and men who put their faith into 
action. The Society is very close to the people. 
Most parishes and villages have a Society that is 
active. From the start, the Society has been under 
the patronage of Saint Vincent de Paul, a great 
saint, well-known for his works of charity.  Donate 
here. 

https://caritas.org.lb/
https://caritas.org.lb/
https://noursat-usa.tv/
https://noursat-usa.tv/
https://stvincentlb.org/donate/
https://stvincentlb.org/donate/


CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 
Traditional Fasting & Abstinence Observance 
Those who wish to observe the traditional Maronite prac-
tice of fasting and abstinence are invited to follow this 
practice. According to the Synod of Mount Lebanon of 
1736, every weekday of Lent (Monday through Friday) is 
a day of fasting and abstinence from meat and dairy prod-
ucts (eggs, butter, milk, etc.) Fasting involves eating and 
drinking nothing at all (except water and medicine) from 
midnight until noon.  The rest of the day, normal meals 
may be taken but without meat or dairy products. Satur-
days and Sundays are exempt from fasting and abstaining 
as are the following feast days: St. Maron on Feb. 9th if it 
falls during Lent, the 40 Martyrs on March 9th, and St. 
Joseph on March 19th.   
 

Ash Monday 
The Liturgy of the Blessing and Imposition of Ashes on 
the forehead will be held on Monday, March 3rd, at 7:30 
pm.   
 

Stations and Benediction of the Cross 
Every Friday of Lent beginning Friday, March 7th, at 
7:30 pm, we will pray the Stations and Benediction of the 
Cross.  The service will be followed by a Lenten supper.  
 

The 2025 Eparchial Lenten Appeal 
A second collection for the Eparchial Charities Appeal 
will be taken up every Sunday during the Season of Great 
Lent. We are asked to raise $8,000 to participate in this 
awesome mission of the Eparchy.  See more details on 
page 6.    
 

NAM Awareness Sunday on March 9 
This initiative aims to bring greater awareness and en-
gagement with the National Apostolate of Maronites 
(NAM), helping to introduce the organization to those 
who may not be familiar with it.  To support this effort, 
representatives from NAM will be reaching out to you 
soon to request your assistance.  
 

St. Joseph Breakfast 
The Knights will be sponsoring a breakfast in honor of St. 
Joseph on March 23rd after the 11:30 am Divine Liturgy. 
Tickets will be sold at the door for $25 a person. 
 

Palm Sunday Celebration 
Children ages 5 to 12 are encouraged to participate in the 
Palm Sunday celebration by reading, processing with the 
gifts and other activities during the 11:30 am Divine Lit-
urgy. Please see Leila Vogl to register.  
 

Knights Easter Raffle  
The Knights of St. Maron are selling raffle tickets for a 
drawing on Sunday, April 27th.  
 

Catholic Relief Services Lenten Rice Bowl  
Join our faith community and more than 12,000 Catholic 
communities across the United States in a life-changing 
Lenten journey with the CRS Rice Bowl. Pick up your 
family’s Rice Bowl in the vestibule of the Cathedral.  
During the 40 days of Lent, let us reflect on how hunger 
and malnutrition affect our human family, and on the need 
to take action to end this global injustice. Click here to 
learn more.  
 

16th Annual Benefit Dinner for 

The Eparchy of Saint Maron 

Wednesday, October 22, 2025 

The Metropolitan Club 

New York 

https://www.crsricebowl.org/
https://www.myoeparchystmaron.org/
https://www.namaronites.org/2025-nam-scholarship-application


 

Our Lady of Lebanon Cathedral has been 
designated as a holy site for the 2025 Jubi-
lee Year. Catholics who visit the Cathedral 
with a sincere heart free from attachment 
to sin, and who fulfill the following condi-
tions, can obtain a plenary indulgence: 
1. Receive Holy Communion. 
2. Participate in the Sacrament of Penance 
(Confession). 
3. Pray for the intentions of the Holy Fa-
ther. 
 

A plenary indulgence grants the complete 
remission of all temporal punishment due 
to sin, restoring the soul to the purity it 
had at baptism. 

 
The Jubilee Prayer 

 

Father in heaven, may the faith you have 
given us  in your son, Jesus Christ, our 
brother, and the flame of charity enkindled 
in our hearts by the Holy Spirit,  reawaken 
in us the blessed hope for the coming of 
your Kingdom. 
 

May your grace transform us into tireless 
cultivators of the seeds of the Gospel.  
May those seeds transform from within 
both humanity and the whole cosmos in 
the sure expectation of a new heaven and a 
new earth, when, with the powers of Evil 
vanquished, your glory will shine eternal-
ly. 
 

May the grace of the Jubilee reawaken in 
us, Pilgrims of Hope, a yearning for the 
treasures of heaven. May that same grace 
spread the joy and peace of our Redeemer 
throughout the earth. To you our God, 
eternally blessed, be glory and praise for 
ever.  Amen 



 

https://www.maroniteservants.org/
https://www.stmaron.org/eparchial-news/cir-25-18-eparchial-pilgrimage-for-jubilee-year
https://www.stmaron.org/eparchial-news/cir-25-12-maronite-enrichment-days-2025


 

EPARCHY OF SAINT MARON OF BROOKLYN 
Office of the Bishop  

109 Remsen Street 
Brooklyn, New York 11201-4212 

Tel:  (718)-237-9913   Fax: (718)-243-0444  
chancerystmaron@verizon.net   www.stmaron.org 

 
 

 
Lent 2025            Prot. No.  015 S / 24 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

As we enter Holy Lent, the season of penance and sacrifice, we remember that we are pilgrims of hope, and although we suffer 
with our Lord, we also know the joy of His Resurrection.  
 
We can reflect His love to others by making a sacrificial gift. I hope you will consider once again the needs of the Eparchy of Saint 
Maron this Lent. There are so many people suffering here and around the world (especially in Lebanon, Syria and the Holy Land) 
who can be helped by our prayers, fasting and almsgiving. The Eparchy can be part of your Lenten sacrifice, as we rely upon your 
generosity to serve the faithful in the Eparchy and the Middle East.    
 
Your gift to this year’s Annual Lenten Appeal will support:  

Seminarians:  We cur rently have three excel-
lent men preparing for the priesthood.  Our semi-
narians are our future; we need to educate them 
well so that they can minister effectively as 
priests someday.  The costs of Our Lady of Leba-
non Maronite Seminary are about $450,000 per 
year.  40% of your contribution to this year’s An-
nual Appeal will go for Seminarians.  
 

Ministries:  Our  outreach to young people, the 
elderly, families, and in defense of life from con-
ception to natural death, helps people at the most 
crucial times in their lives.  You can ensure that 
the Eparchy continues this important work.  20% 
of your contribution will go to support Minis-
tries.  
 

Retired Priests:  The Eparchy’s 14 retired 
priests served the faithful well.  We help them 
with a modest pension each month.  20% of your 
contribution will support Retired Priests. 
 

Help for Lebanon and the Middle East:  The 
Eparchy has provided an unprecedented amount 
of support to help in Lebanon and the Middle 
East over the past few years.  We can never for-
get the homeland of our Maronite Church.  10% 
of your contribution will support Christians in 
Lebanon and the Middle East. 
 

Endowment:  The Eparchy’s Endowment Fund 
supports today’s needs and ensures the Eparchy 
will have resources in the future.  10% of your 
contribution will be deposited into the Epar-
chy’s Endowment. 

 

Please open your heart once again and make a gift.  Your participation in this Appeal impacts the lives of many people, both inside 
the Eparchy, and in the Middle East.  Any gift will be appreciated.  Please visit http://www.stmaron.org/lenten-appeal for more 
information. 
 

Thank you, and may God bless you for your generosity!  I wish you a blessed Lent and Easter. 
 

Gratefully yours in Christ, 

 
+ Gregory J. Mansour 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank


Sunday Readings 

 قراءات   اد  

 

First Sunday of Great Lent: Cana Sunday 
  
The Letter to the Romans 14: 14-23. 
I know and am persuaded in the Lord Jesus that noth-
ing is unclean in itself; but it is unclean for anyone 
who thinks it unclean.  If your brother or sister is being 
injured by what you eat, you are no longer walking in 
love. Do not let what you eat cause the ruin of one for 
whom Christ died.  So do not let your good be spoken 
of as evil.  For the kingdom of God is not food and 
drink but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy 
Spirit.  The one who thus serves Christ is acceptable to 
God and has human approval.  Let us then pursue what 
makes for peace and for mutual edification. 
Do not, for the sake of food, destroy the work of God. 
Everything is indeed clean, but it is wrong for you to 
make others fall by what you eat; it is good not to eat 
meat or drink wine or do anything that makes your 
brother or sister stumble.  The faith that you have, have 
as your own conviction before God. Blessed are those 
who have no reason to condemn themselves because of 
what they approve.  But those who have doubts are 
condemned if they eat, because they do not act from 
faith; for whatever does not proceed from faith is sin. 
  
  
The Gospel according to Saint John 2: 1-11. 
On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Gali-
lee, and the mother of Jesus was there. 
Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the 
wedding.  When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus 
said to him, ‘They have no wine.’  And Jesus said to 
her, ‘Woman, what concern is that to you and to me? 
My hour has not yet come.’  His mother said to the 
servants, ‘Do whatever he tells you.’  Now standing 
there were six stone water-jars for the Jewish rites of 
purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. 
Jesus said to them, ‘Fill the jars with water.’ And they 
filled them up to the brim.  He said to them, ‘Now 
draw some out, and take it to the chief steward.’ So 
they took it.  When the steward tasted the water that 
had become wine, and did not know where it came 
from (though the servants who had drawn the water 
knew), the steward called the bridegroom and said to 
him, ‘Everyone serves the good wine first, and then the 
inferior wine after the guests have become drunk. But 
you have kept the good wine until now.’  Jesus did 
this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and re-
vealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him. 

 حد   خد ا   ا الك   ا  أحد   ة   سحد          د        ا

  

 14:14-23 رس      ا ّدس ب    ل ب   ل ر   س ا   ر خ 

بث    ، ِ    ِ   ِ        ٌ يَلَإ   سِ ِ    ، أس إ        ا د       ل لِي، إ   ل، س،    ِ   ،اث    ِ ا ،لث
  َ يٌ    ِ ، َ  إ    ِ ِ،ي    ِ يل َِأي،ي    ِ ،   ِ     ْ َِ إ   ل،      ،  .     ااِي،،،

يٌ   سِ  ،            ِ   يِ يل يٌ   سِِ  نإ    ِ ك، ا،   ا ت حِ ك،   يي   ْ    سلِ  ٌ    نيت  ِ   خ،  إ،
ْ    سلِ  ،،،  حهي   خ، ،َ َِ ِِ   ااِنِ   ا  لم   خِ  ِ   ا  ِ     ،تِحِ خ، ِ   ييك  ، ِ أ  .    ِ َِ  !ا 

د،   ح دي    ح يا   سِأأِ            ُِ حدِ   ا  ٌ     اِ، ِ لا    َِ َِ ي  َ ِ   يِ  .ل،ا ا    ِ
 ِ ِح بِ   خِ ِ يل ي   َ،   سنِ ِ    ِ  يد    إ    اِ     ،دَ   ِ سِِكث     دِِ ث        ا د   ،   

 .ا ّيدي 
ّ أيل ث    دِوِ   ا ت    حهِ    ِ لاِ    كلِ   خِد  ، َ    دِوِ   َإ    خِ ،َ َِ ديكي   ا   ُ ِ     ْ َِ ِ . 

تِ     حِ     ٌ،    حِ  ، أيت حِ  َ ِكإ    خِ     يلِ    ، عِ   ل،ا ا   ل، ِر   خِ     لِ    ،   َ تِ   ِ . 
ت ،ي    ٌ    نيا    ِ       ِ   ،دإ      ، ا،   ا ت حِ كش   ٍِ ْ    سلِ  اِ   َ،   خ، َِ ِ   يتِ ّي     ِ  ِ 

ح، يٌ   سِأبِِ   ِ   دِ     ٍِ ، ٌ،   ا  لم    َِ نياي   ِ  ِ يل  َِ ا   ِ  ر   اا،    . ِت ِّ ،بي   ِ د 
اإ        يِ تِِ ِ  ِ   ِ ح       د   َ َ  إ        يِ، دِأِ   ِ  ٌ        يَِ نياِ    ِ   ِِ   سِ ح دث    ِ ُِ ِ 

حِ يٌ   سِأبِِ   ِ   دِ     ٍِ ،  . ِ يل
َِ،ي        خِ     يْ    ِف  ْ         دِ،  َِ ِِ   سخِِ كِ   َ.     يل ِر    ، ،َ ِِ    ،تفِ   ٱح  فِ،ظ     ،دس  ،

هي  ري دِس،  ! يّ
    ْ ر    ِ  ِْح دي   ِ   ، َِ ِ،ي     ِ    ٌ ٌ    سنِِاِ    يداٌِإ   ٍِ ه،إ    ِإ، يِ أي         دِِار، د  يَ سخِ     ا 
ح ِ  ٌ     كِيلِ   ِ ت،  َِ ْ     ل،   ّ،ح ِ     ْ ديري   ِ  ا         اِ  َِ َِ ٌ.    نيا    ِ  ْ     ل،   ّ،ح ِ . 

  

  

 1:2-11 ل  حا   ا ّدس ب    لحتس 

   َِ يَل ٌِ    يد  ث         ِ  ِ    ا ِ  ،حاإ    نِ  ِ     سيك     ِ ك،   ا     ،َإ   نِ       ا حِل 
 . يتِ ن

حليهي   ل، ر   ا حيد   يَ    يِِخ، يَل  .  ي ، ِ   سِ         ِ
،ية    َِ   سيخ  يَل حِ دإ    ِِّ  ِ      ،  َ ُِ د»  ِفدِِ   ا   َ ا   ِ   .« ِح بِ    دِِ  ك،

يَلَة    َ    ِا    يَِ  ،   سِ ِ  ،     حِ د» ِِّ  ِ    كِِ     ِ دِسِ  إ    ِ    ٱخ  ،ِ  .«!خِ     ،      ِ
دكِة    ُِ ،ي    ،   َِ     ِّيا     ِ يا    ُِ  حِ يله» ِّ  ِ     سيخ   .«!خِك 

َِعي   نياَ    كح،د   ا حكِيل إ    ِ حدِ  ث    ، تِ  ْ    حِِ دإ   خي ٌ    خ، دِا ٌِ    يتِ نِ   س،   ي   سلِ   نِ 
اإ ِْ    ،ح د  ، د  ِْ   ل، ر   خ، ِ       ، َِ  ،ح ِ     ْ ت كِ    خ،  خ،

دكِة    ُِ يَ    ،   يَل ٌِ   خِ    » ِّ  ِ    ِ دِا لأي ِ     ل، ر    لِ     .«ل،خلأي ا   اٍلِ  َِ ِ . 
اة    َِ » ِ  ِ    كِي لا    ،دِا،حب،   ا لِ ،ح خي إ     دِس، ٌِ لا   .«ل،س  ِّيلا   اَ  . ِّدِ خي

ا    د   َ َِ ِ إ   ا  لم   ِ  رِ   ِ  ا،حبي   ا  ِْ    يلِإ      - ااِ ِ   ا د  ْ    سِ   ٌِ        حِ  اِي   خ،  ن 
   ٌ ل يَ ِْ   ٱس  ِِّلا    حِ  ِ دكِي   ا  ل  ُِ   دِِِ     ل، ِح ،،   ا حدِ، بِ    - ا 

دِ   »  ِ  ِ    ِ،ية    دِ   ا ِ حس،دِ   سِ    إ   حِ  ر   ل،ااِ   سِ ،  َ ُِ كي   ا  دِس، ٌ     يّ  َِ نيا    ل،  
دِ   ا ِ حس،دِ   ل، ر     َ ُِ ل ِ إ   سخِ     سِ   ِ    ِّدِ    سِ  ِّح  ِ   ا  د يل  ٌإ    دِ كِ   اٍِ اِ    لي َِ ا 

 .«!اٌَ
كِدِ    يَلَإ   ِ تحِكِِ          ِ  ِ    ا ِ  ،حاإ    َِِ   ِِ   نِ  ِ     سي  ِر     ِ  ،    ِ ي،  

حليهي  ِْ    ،،،   يِِخ، دهِيإ     خِ  .خِ  

  



 

Kindly patronize the following with all your needs  

St. Charbel In Every Home 
 
 

Plaster on Wood  

Size: 12"x9" in 
 
 
Engraved Wood 

Frame  

Size: 81/2"x51/2"  
 
 
 
 
 

Statue  
Size: 24"x9" 

 
 
 

Please call or email  
Maurice Kinani 

917-696-0027 
Mauricekinani@aol.com 

to place your order  

Prearrangement Simplifies a 
Difficult Time 

Cobble Hill 
Chapels 

171 Court Street, 
Brooklyn, NY 

The Largest Facility in  
Downtown Brooklyn 

 

(718) 875-1640 

 

 



MEX CARROLL’S DINER 
192 Columbia St. 
Brooklyn, NY 11231 

 

GRAND CANYON BISTRO 
300 Schermerhorn St.   
Brooklyn, NY 11217 

 

 



  

 

 
 

ELHILOW & ASSOCIATES P.C. 

Attorneys at Law 
Serving your legal needs in: 

Personal Injury, Real Estate, Business and Estates 
 

(718) 833-2100                 (718) 833-0476 Fax 
Serving New York and New Jersey 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Cedar Abstract & 
Settlement Services Inc. 

259 - 86th Street 
Brooklyn, NY  11209 

718-745-1120 
 

Joseph M. Elhilow, President 

THE ARNAOUT FAMILY 
OF OUR LADY OF LEBANON 



 
 

PLACE YOUR AD HERE  


