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Feast of the Presentation of Christ in the Temple / Fourth Sunday after Epiphany   
February 2nd, 2025 

Sun., Feb. 2  Feast of the Presentation of Christ in the Temple / Fourth Sunday after Epiphany  
   9 am for Mercedes Mejia & Intentions of Catholic Extension  
   11:30 am for Mercedes Mejia & Intentions of Catholic Extension  
 

Mon., Feb. 3  No Divine Liturgy  
   St. Simeon the Elder & St. Anna the Prophetess 
 

Tues., Feb. 4  10 am Divine Liturgy for Mercedes Mejia & Intentions of Catholic Extension  
   St. Isidore of Pelusium  
 

Wed., Feb. 5  10 am Divine Liturgy for Mercedes Mejia & Intentions of Catholic Extension  
   St. Agatha  
 

Thurs., Feb. 6  10 am Divine Liturgy for Mercedes Mejia & Intentions of Catholic Extension  
   St. Proclus, Bishop of Smyrna   
 

Fri., Feb. 7  10 am Divine Liturgy for Mercedes Mejia & Intentions of Catholic Extension  
   Pope St. Anterus  
 

Sat., Feb. 8  10 am Divine Liturgy for Mercedes Mejia & Intentions of Catholic Extension  
   Zechariah the Prophet  
 

Sun., Feb. 9  Feast of St. Maron / Sunday of the Priests  
   9 am for Mercedes Mejia & Intentions of Catholic Extension  
   11:30 am for Joziane Seikali     by Mr. & Mrs. Wadih Seikali  

January 2025 Financial Standing  
 
Ordinary Income 
 Collections on Sundays & Holy Days: $29,735 
 Cathedral Stipends from Marriages & Funerals, Hall Rent, Can-

dles, Breakfast, Luncheon, Raffle, Dues, Religious Education, 
Flowers ....$26,058 

 Total Ordinary Income: $55,793 
 
Ordinary Expenses 
 Payroll, Gas, Electricity, Building Insurance ($53,716 paid this 

month) and Medical Insurance, Leasing Equipment, TV, Phone, 
Internet, Supplies for Church, Hall & Office, Postage, Regular 
Maintenance, Charity, Eparchial Appeal, Insurance….$84,235.88 

 Total Ordinary Expenses: $84,235.88 
 

 Total Ordinary Income vs Expenses:  -$28,442.88 
 

**************************************** 
 

Do you know? A couple of basic monthly expenses:  
The Monthly Eparchial Assessment & Bishop’s Appeal has in-
creased from $2,125 to $2,670 a month starting January 2024.  
 
The Cathedral’s Building Insurance increased 14.3% in 2023,  
7% in 2024 and 9% in 2025.  We are now paying $53,716 which 
will amount to $4,476.33 a month.  
 

Thank you for your contribution  
in helping maintain the Church  

and in planning different activities 
 

HELP LEBANON! 
 

Caritas Lebanon: Founded in 1972, Caritas Leba-
non is the official socio-pastoral arm of the Cath-
olic Church and is under the authority of the As-
sembly of Catholic Patriarchs and Bishops of 
Lebanon. Caritas Lebanon assists both individuals 
and communities through direct assistance to the 
poor, sick, refugees, victims of sex abuse and traf-
ficking, and others in need. Caritas Lebanon is a 
member of Caritas International, one of the larg-
est humanitarian networks in the world. Donate 
here.  
 

Tele-Lumiere / Noursat: Tele-Lumiere / Noursat, 
 the “Television of Light,” is the first Christian 
Television network in Lebanon and the Middle 
East. It was founded in 1991 by a group of com-
mitted lay people. Tele-Lumiere / Noursat has  
become the daily bread and hope for the Christian 
minorities in the Middle East, as well as a source 
of peace for many viewers from different denomi-
nations. Donate here. 
 

Society of Saint Vincent de Paul: Founded in 
1833 by a group of young laymen, the Society of 
Saint Vincent de Paul is a lay Catholic organiza-
tion of women and men who put their faith into 
action. The Society is very close to the people. 
Most parishes and villages have a Society that is 
active. From the start, the Society has been under 
the patronage of Saint Vincent de Paul, a great 
saint, well-known for his works of charity.  Donate 
here. 

https://caritas.org.lb/
https://caritas.org.lb/
https://noursat-usa.tv/
https://noursat-usa.tv/
https://stvincentlb.org/donate/
https://stvincentlb.org/donate/


CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

MYO Bible Study  
The MYO will have a Bible Study on Saturday, February 1st, at 5:30 pm.  
 

St. Maron Gala  
Please join us for our 98th Annual St. Maron Day Gala.  The event will be on Saturday, February 8th, at Dyker Beach 
Golf Course. Cocktail hour begins at 7 pm followed by dinner, dancing and a raffle.  Entertainment will be by Eddie 
Ossama and band.  Tickets are $200 for adults and $100 for children under 12.  Please contact Darine Safi (347) 336-
5265 or Georges Elhaje (646) 691-9925 to make your reservations and submit payment.  For the upcoming 2025 Jubi-
lee Year, the Commemorative Book will feature anniversaries, birthdays, memorials and events that took place 25 years 
ago.  Please contact Mike Naber (917) 612-4004 if you would like to take an ad.  Click here for more information. 
 

Maronite Odyssey  
Twenty-three panels meticulously curated are featured in the exhibition at Our Lady of Lebanon Cathedral starting from 
Sunday, February 1st.  These panels illustrate the Maronites’ enduring contributions to global heritage.  We warmly in-
vite you to explore this remarkable narrative, which promises to be an educational journey through a legacy that spans 
centuries and continents. 
 

Palm Sunday Celebration 
Children ages 5 to 12 are encouraged to participate in the Palm Sunday celebration by reading, processing with the gifts 
and other activities during the 11:30 am Divine Liturgy. Please see Leila Vogl to register.  
 

Pilgrimage in the Footsteps of St. John Paul II 
Join us on an 11-day/9-night pilgrimage to Eastern Europe In The Footsteps of St. John Paul II from October 06–16, 
2025, including Prague, Wroclaw, Krakow, Wieliczka Salt Mines, Auschwitz, Wadowice, Brno & Vienna. $4,298 per 
person/double occupancy, including airfare from New York. Register with $750 by February 06, 2025, and save $100. 
For more information, please call Marleine 1-917-608-2996 or Tony 1-917-206-3995. 
 

Bible Study for Women 
Bible Study for Women will be meeting twice a month every other Wednesday at 7:00 pm. The first Bible Study will be 
on Wednesday, February 12th, at 7:00 pm via Zoom.  If you would like to join, you can email nicolesafi@nyc.rr.com  
 

Catholic Relief Services Lenten Rice Bowl  
Join our faith community and more than 12,000 Catholic communities across the United States in a life-changing Len-
ten journey with the CRS Rice Bowl. Pick up your family’s Rice Bowl in the vestibule of the Cathedral in two weeks. 
During the 40 days of Lent, let us reflect on how hunger and malnutrition affect our human family, and on the need to 
take action to end this global injustice. Click here to learn more.  
 

Letter for Annual Donations 
Parishioners who for tax purposes would like a letter stating their annual contribution, please email cathrecto-
ry@verizon.net or call the rectory at 718-624-7228.  
 

Urgent Appeal for Lebanon  
To meet the growing demands of the healthcare system in Lebanon,  people can kindly help in two ways:  
Financially, by supporting a fundraising campaign that the Consulate is launching through the United Nations Chil-
dren’s Fund (UNICEF) USA. With your contributions, UNICEF and partners will procure and deliver medications and 
medical supplies to Lebanon.  Your tax-deductible donation can be made on the following link: UNICEF Support for 
Lebanon. 
Donations in kind, by sending medications, and medical supplies to 3 Empire Blvd., South Hackensack, NJ, 07696, in 
preparation for shipping them to Lebanon.  The items can be dropped off at the location on weekdays anytime between 
9am and 6pm and can also be shipped to the location at any time. For any needed assistance you can reach out to Mr. 
Imad Hassan at (917) 754-8666. 
 

Promoting Vocations  
The Eparchy is trying to bring more awareness to the different vocations in life. For this reason, an icon of the Holy 
Family along with a prayer will be given to a different family each week for prayer every night so God may guide us to 
discern and promote the various vocations.   
See Fr. Chuck for more information. To register, please click here or scan here                
 

Interested in Joining the Choir?  
The choir of the Cathedral would like to welcome anyone interested in joining them to see Christiane Merhej after the 
11:30 am Divine Liturgy. We are also looking for someone who knows the Maronite music to play the organ.   
 

Finance Council Recommendation 
The Finance Council has recommended that parishioners set up their Church donation as an automatic payment. You 
may also make your contribution online by clicking here.  It was determined that a minimum of $150.00 per household 
a month will help meet the Church’s budget.  
 

http://ololc.org/banquet/
mailto:nicolesafi@nyc.rr.com
https://www.crsricebowl.org/
https://nylebcons.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b1ad5e9ea5493f2de5222aa19&id=69e7610a32&e=092ce54a5c
https://nylebcons.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b1ad5e9ea5493f2de5222aa19&id=69e7610a32&e=092ce54a5c
https://nylebcons.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b1ad5e9ea5493f2de5222aa19&id=045cc770c5&e=092ce54a5c
https://nylebcons.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b1ad5e9ea5493f2de5222aa19&id=68b1b1837c&e=092ce54a5c
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/846323485327/
http://ololc.org/index.html


https://www.maroniteservants.org/


 

https://saintsharbelcenter.org/zoom-series/maronite-history-online-workshops-feb-613-20


 

EPARCHY OF SAINT MARON OF BROOKLYN 
Office of the Bishop  

109 Remsen Street 
Brooklyn, New York 11201-4212 

Tel:  (718)-237-9913   Fax: (718)-243-0444  
chancerystmaron@verizon.net   www.stmaron.org 

 
 

 
Lent 2025            Prot. No.  015 S / 24 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

As we enter Holy Lent, the season of penance and sacrifice, we remember that we are pilgrims of hope, and although we suffer 
with our Lord, we also know the joy of His Resurrection.  
 
We can reflect His love to others by making a sacrificial gift. I hope you will consider once again the needs of the Eparchy of Saint 
Maron this Lent. There are so many people suffering here and around the world (especially in Lebanon, Syria and the Holy Land) 
who can be helped by our prayers, fasting and almsgiving. The Eparchy can be part of your Lenten sacrifice, as we rely upon your 
generosity to serve the faithful in the Eparchy and the Middle East.    
 
Your gift to this year’s Annual Lenten Appeal will support:  

Seminarians:  We cur rently have three excel-
lent men preparing for the priesthood.  Our semi-
narians are our future; we need to educate them 
well so that they can minister effectively as 
priests someday.  The costs of Our Lady of Leba-
non Maronite Seminary are about $450,000 per 
year.  40% of your contribution to this year’s An-
nual Appeal will go for Seminarians.  
 

Ministries:  Our  outreach to young people, the 
elderly, families, and in defense of life from con-
ception to natural death, helps people at the most 
crucial times in their lives.  You can ensure that 
the Eparchy continues this important work.  20% 
of your contribution will go to support Minis-
tries.  
 

Retired Priests:  The Eparchy’s 14 retired 
priests served the faithful well.  We help them 
with a modest pension each month.  20% of your 
contribution will support Retired Priests. 
 

Help for Lebanon and the Middle East:  The 
Eparchy has provided an unprecedented amount 
of support to help in Lebanon and the Middle 
East over the past few years.  We can never for-
get the homeland of our Maronite Church.  10% 
of your contribution will support Christians in 
Lebanon and the Middle East. 
 

Endowment:  The Eparchy’s Endowment Fund 
supports today’s needs and ensures the Eparchy 
will have resources in the future.  10% of your 
contribution will be deposited into the Epar-
chy’s Endowment. 

 

Please open your heart once again and make a gift.  Your participation in this Appeal impacts the lives of many people, both inside 
the Eparchy, and in the Middle East.  Any gift will be appreciated.  Please visit http://www.stmaron.org/lenten-appeal for more 
information. 
 

Thank you, and may God bless you for your generosity!  I wish you a blessed Lent and Easter. 
 

Gratefully yours in Christ, 

 
+ Gregory J. Mansour 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank


Sunday Readings 

 قراءات   اد  

 

Feast of the Presentation of Christ in Temple 
  
Letter to the Romans 9: 30-10: 4. 
What then are we to say? Gentiles, who did not strive for 
righteousness, have attained it, that is, righteousness 
through faith;  but Israel, who did strive for the righteous-
ness that is based on the law, did not succeed in fulfilling 
that law.  Why not? Because they did not strive for it on 
the basis of faith, but as if it were based on works. They 
have stumbled over the stumbling-stone, as it is written, 
‘See, I am laying in Zion a stone that will make people 
stumble, a rock that will make them fall, and whoever be-
lieves in him will not be put to shame.’  Brothers and sis-
ters, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for them is that 
they may be saved.  I can testify that they have a zeal for 
God, but it is not enlightened.  For, being ignorant of the 
righteousness that comes from God, and seeking to estab-
lish their own, they have not submitted to God’s righteous-
ness.  For Christ is the end of the law so that there may be 
righteousness for everyone who believes. 
  
The Gospel according to Saint Luke 2: 22-35. 
When the time came for their purification according to the 
law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present 
him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, 
‘Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the 
Lord’), and they offered a sacrifice according to what is 
stated in the law of the Lord, ‘a pair of turtle-doves or two 
young pigeons.’ Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose 
name was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, 
looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy 
Spirit rested on him.  It had been revealed to him by the 
Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen 
the Lord’s Messiah.  Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came 
into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child 
Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, 
Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying, 
‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 
according to your word;  for my eyes have seen your sal-
vation, which you have prepared in the presence of all peo-
ples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to 
your people Israel.’  And the child’s father and mother 
were amazed at what was being said about him.  Then 
Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, ‘This 
child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in 
Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the in-
ner thoughts of many will be revealed and a sword will 
pierce your own soul too.’ 

 عي    ول ا   ا رسو   لى ا   ك     ا  ي  

  

 30:9-4:10 رسا ة   ا ّ ولب      ب   ك           ر  ة   

ِِّتق   خو     ق  و  و    ِ ى    ىَ   يرِى يعِ    ِ وَ َِ   ق َ َِ انقِ   ؟إِتَِّ    خومَ   قذِ َِ تِيو م    يا   خوَ
يىِ ام عِ   ق و وَ م   ألِى   ق  و َ   ق ََل   اِتِ     .أدِىرِكِتق   ق  و  

يِِّ ِ   ق  و    ىِ   اِ و شِ ىَ   يِ ى م   ْشِِ يِِّ و   ق  و   ِ قيوُ ِ   ق ََل   رِِِّ    خو     اِ و ا   خورى ََ  .أِ
ِ اَّ    ِِِّْ ِِ  ق    يىِ امو    ِ ى    واذوِى ىِ   خو     ق  و  و    وا و ىَ   يرِى  وِ انقِ    ذ؟َِ ِ    ِ

  وحِجِ و   ق ِِّ ىِ  م
:تِ      وى َِ جِ ِ   وِ ىِ   م   »كِِ ا   اتِ    ِْ ُتِمِ    حى وَ اِا   خو؟ و    أِِ ىِ   ْ    

  ِ عِ    و و       يخِى وَ م   ِِْ عى   يِ ى ِ  ِ   اٍِّ   خى َِ  ». 
عى   أِ ى و    ِ و     وَ وو    خو      و    تِ م   خومَ    ِ ىُِ ِ    شِى      يلِِ ُّ ىَ أيُِّحِا   ق و

شوِِتق ِ قيوُ ِ    وُخِى  .خورى
َِحُحِ       ِْ ِّى و َِ عى    و ِ مو    ىُِ  ن   ِم   ِ  وو ،ِ   َ َ   أمَِ   ُْحو حِ ِ    حِِ  .ْأ؟ِِا   أاِى
لِِّتِق    ىَ   يخِى َم   ْشِِ حو اِ  تِق   أمِى   يِ ى و:تِق    و َ   أ؟ِىيرِو ِْ شتِق    و َ    م     ْإِ ى   ِ حو

  و و  و     
ع وَ َِ ى َُم    ووِ    يِ:ِ َِ رِ    و و   كِ ُّ    يِِّ و   خو؟َِ ا   او ِ   ق ِ رو  .ذمَِ   ِ،ايِ ِ   ق يَ و

  

  

 22:2-35 كنجي    ا ّ ولب     قا   

ترِ م    َِ َِ    وحِرِمو   يتِرِق و    َِ يِ     َِ ُ    يتِرِ حو َِ   يِ ى   َِ ا   يَِ  ى   أيِاَ
م اِّ    شَ     َ َِ    وُإِِ و ِّو قِ    و و   خو     أِ رِاِشوُ َِ 
يِِّ و   ق َ        :تِ     ْ    اِ و وى َِ َ    يِ ىوِ    »كِ ا   اِتِ    وْ كِ ُّ   نكِِ     ِْايوَو   رِ

إِ رَنا    وشَ      م«َِ
يِِّ و   ق َ        حِ م   كِِ ا   ِ رِدِ   ْ    اِ و ا   نِ وُ َِ زِ ِ  ى   يِِ اَم   «  ووِ    يإِ  و

ِ اَ ِْ َِ ى     .«أِ    ِْ ى
ق    ِِّام     كامِ   اَقِ   ق َ ِ  ِ    ِار  ِ  ِ   رو ى َِ   رِِ      سرى  كامِ   ْ    أِ رِاِشوُ

ىُ  ُِ   ق إِ لِِ   كامِ   وِشِ ِ قيوُ م    ق  ُّ  ِِ   خورى  .يإِوُ ام   يِ ى:رِو ِ   وِِ ق
ىُ و   أ؟َِ ِ    ِعى   يِِ     ق ِ تى ِ    ِ ى ِ   أمِى    ِْ    خو ِ ُِ   ق إِ لِِ    ِ ى   أِ ى  كامِ   ق  ُّ 

َِ   ق َ     ُ رو َِ  .يِِ     
و    َِ ِ    و  وَ و   ىُوِ      وو ى َِا   دِ عِ   ق  ُّ ُو   خو     ق حِ وَ ِِ    و قِْوى     ْجِا

ِ  ِ   ق :تَرِق ِ   ْ    اِأى؟و وم ا    وِ ا   ييِى و َِ  يرِِتعِ   أِ ِتِقّم    وُإِتِ
َِ    ِ     ِاَّ ىُ م     ِارِ رِقوِ ِِّامِ   وش    نو ِ شِ ِ   رو ى ِْ: 

َِ    ورِيَم   أيُِّحِا   ق رَُ و م    وحِرِمو    ِت وٍِّم» شو ِ   وِ ى ِ  ألِآمِ   يِ ى
ٍِّم َِ ي َِ ىُ ِ َ    ِ ى   أِ ىوِِ يا     ذمَِ   وِ
َِ   ق يُِّّتِ و   كِش وحِام ا َِ ل   أوِى دِىيِ ِ   أِ وَ  أِ َ

ِ قيوُ  جى نق    ويِِّى وٍِّ   خورى َِ َم     َِ ق   يِ ىجِش     ومِ رن  «.!؟تِى
َ ا   يإِِاَِّ   ْوُ  وَ َُّ ِ   يِ:ِِّجَِ اِمو    ِ  . كامِ   أِ تِِّ    أ
َ و و     ِ َِ   أ يِ ِِّامم     ِاَِّ    وِ  ى يى ِ    ِ ى   »  ِارِكِحِِ ا   رو ى اِا   خمَ   اَقِ   ق   و

وِاَ ِ قيوُ م    َيِ ن    وشخو وَ   كِ وُ يعِ   ْ    خورى  .ِ ِّو ِ    ورِإتِ و    ؟حِِت
ياِيِا    شِتِ      َِ ىَُم   ْ:ِ ىجِش     ٍّو   رِ ام   رُِجِِتزِ   ْ    ؟ِيىرو  أ؟ِى و   أيِىلن

 .«كِ ُِ  



 

Kindly patronize the following with all your needs  

St. Charbel In Every Home 
 
 

Plaster on Wood  

Size: 12"x9" in 
 
 
Engraved Wood 

Frame  

Size: 81/2"x51/2"  
 
 
 
 
 

Statue  
Size: 24"x9" 

 
 
 

Please call or email  
Maurice Kinani 

917-696-0027 
Mauricekinani@aol.com 

to place your order  

Prearrangement Simplifies a 
Difficult Time 

Cobble Hill 
Chapels 

171 Court Street, 
Brooklyn, NY 

The Largest Facility in  
Downtown Brooklyn 

 

(718) 875-1640 

 

 



MEX CARROLL’S DINER 
192 Columbia St. 
Brooklyn, NY 11231 

 

GRAND CANYON BISTRO 
300 Schermerhorn St.   
Brooklyn, NY 11217 

 

 



  

 

 
 

ELHILOW & ASSOCIATES P.C. 

Attorneys at Law 
Serving your legal needs in: 

Personal Injury, Real Estate, Business and Estates 
 

(718) 833-2100                 (718) 833-0476 Fax 
Serving New York and New Jersey 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Cedar Abstract & 
Settlement Services Inc. 

259 - 86th Street 
Brooklyn, NY  11209 

718-745-1120 
 

Joseph M. Elhilow, President 

THE ARNAOUT FAMILY 
OF OUR LADY OF LEBANON 



 
 

PLACE YOUR AD HERE  


