
 
Our Lady of  Lebanon Maronite Cathedral 
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In an emergency call: (202) 829-4779 
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The Most Reverend Gregory J. Mansour, Eparchial Bishop 

The Very Reverend Dominique Hanna, Rector 

The Reverend Chuck VanHeusen, Assistant Rector  

Deacon Adonis El-Asmar  

Subdeacon Norbert Vogl  



Sunday of the Birth of John the Baptist / Feast of the Immaculate Conception  
December 8th, 2024 

Sun., Dec. 8  The Birth of John the Baptist / Feast of the Immaculate Conception  
   9 am for George Mansour    Req. by Mark Stuczynski & May Anne Jalinos 

   11:30 am for Michel Hitti    Req. by Antoine Hitti 
         for the Deceased Members of the Confraternity  
 

Mon., Dec. 9  NO DIVINE LITURGY  
   St. Francis of Paola 
 

Tue., Dec. 10  10 am Divine Liturgy  
   Pope St. Miltiades  
 

Wed., Dec. 11  10 am Divine Liturgy  
   St. Daniel the Stylite  
 

Thu., Dec. 12  10 am Divine Liturgy for Felipe & Lisa Leon & Family  Req. by the Leon Family 
   St. Spyridon the Wonderworker / Our Lady of Guadalupe 
 

Fri., Dec. 13  10 am Divine Liturgy  
   St. Lucy  
 

Sat., Dec. 14  10 am Divine Liturgy  
   St. Nemtallah El-Hardini 
 

Sun., Dec. 15  The Revelation to Joseph / St. Eleutherius and his Mother  
   9 am for the Intentions of the Parishioners  
   11:30 am for the Intentions of the Parishioners   

October 2024 Financial Standing  
 
Ordinary Income 
 Collections on Sundays & Holy Days: $8,152.71 
 Cathedral Stipends from Marriages & Funerals, Hall Rent, Can-

dles, Breakfast, Luncheon, Raffle, Dues, Religious Education, 
Flowers ....$16,176.00 

 Total Ordinary Income: $24,328.71 
 
Ordinary Expenses 
 Payroll, Gas, Electricity, Building Insurance and Medical Insur-

ance, Leasing Equipment, TV, Phone, Internet, Supplies for 
Church, Hall & Office, Postage, Regular Maintenance, Charity, 
Eparchial Appeal, Insurance….$22,565.66 

 Total Ordinary Expenses: $22,565.66 
 

 Total Ordinary Income vs Expenses: 1,763.05 
*******************************************************

******************************************* 
 

Do you know? A couple of basic monthly expenses:  
The Monthly Eparchial Assessment & Bishop’s Appeal has in-
creased from $2,125 to $2,670 a month starting January 2024.  
 
The Cathedral’s Building Insurance increased 14.3% in 2023,  
and we paid $46,122 for the year.  It has gone up another 7% in 
2024, so we pay $49,313.00.  The Cathedral monthly building in-
surance is now $4,109.41. 
 

Thank you for your contribution  
in helping maintain the Church  

and in planning different activities 

HELP LEBANON! 
 

Caritas Lebanon: Founded in 1972, Caritas Leba-
non is the official socio-pastoral arm of the Cath-
olic Church and is under the authority of the As-
sembly of Catholic Patriarchs and Bishops of 
Lebanon. Caritas Lebanon assists both individuals 
and communities through direct assistance to the 
poor, sick, refugees, victims of sex abuse and traf-
ficking, and others in need. Caritas Lebanon is a 
member of Caritas International, one of the larg-
est humanitarian networks in the world. Donate 
here.  
 

Tele-Lumiere / Noursat: Tele-Lumiere / Noursat, 
 the “Television of Light,” is the first Christian 
Television network in Lebanon and the Middle 
East. It was founded in 1991 by a group of com-
mitted lay people. Tele-Lumiere / Noursat has  
become the daily bread and hope for the Christian 
minorities in the Middle East, as well as a source 
of peace for many viewers from different denomi-
nations. Donate here. 
 

Society of Saint Vincent de Paul: Founded in 
1833 by a group of young laymen, the Society of 
Saint Vincent de Paul is a lay Catholic organiza-
tion of women and men who put their faith into 
action. The Society is very close to the people. 
Most parishes and villages have a Society that is 
active. From the start, the Society has been under 
the patronage of Saint Vincent de Paul, a great 
saint, well-known for his works of charity.  Donate 
here. 

https://caritas.org.lb/
https://caritas.org.lb/
https://noursat-usa.tv/
https://noursat-usa.tv/
https://stvincentlb.org/donate/
https://stvincentlb.org/donate/


CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
MYO Christmas Get-together 
The MYO will have a gingerbread decorating Christmas event is Saturday December 14th  at  5:30 pm  
 

Family Christmas Party  
Sponsored by the Sunday School, the Cathedral invites all parishioners to a luncheon to celebrate Christmas on Sunday, 
December 15th, in the Church Hall.  Families are welcome, especially the kids, for a fun afternoon with Santa and other 
surprises.  During the 11:30 Liturgy that day, the children will enact the Christmas story. 
 

Christmas Novena December 15th to 23rd 
Starting on December 15th until December 23rd, the parish will pray the Christmas Novena every evening at 7:30 pm 
except Sunday. The tradition of praying nine days before Christmas is a great way to be prepared to welcome God 
among us. 
 

The Knights Christmas Party  
The Knights will have their annual Christmas Party on December 21st at the Cathedral. Please see the flyer on the next 
page.   
 

Save the Date for the MYA New Year’s Eve Party  
The MYA will have a New Year’s Eve Party on December 31st at the Cathedral.  Please see the flyer on the next page. 
 

Urgent Appeal for Lebanon  
To meet the growing demands of the healthcare system in Lebanon,  people can kindly help in two ways:  
Financially, by supporting a fundraising campaign that the Consulate is launching through the United Nations Chil-
dren’s Fund (UNICEF) USA. With your contributions, UNICEF and partners will procure and deliver medications and 
medical supplies to Lebanon.  Your tax-deductible donation can be made on the following link: UNICEF Support for 
Lebanon. 
Donations in kind, by sending medications, and medical supplies to 3 Empire Blvd., South Hackensack, NJ, 07696, in 
preparation for shipping them to Lebanon.  The items can be dropped off at the location on weekdays anytime between 
9am and 6pm and can also be shipped to the location at any time. For any needed assistance you can reach out to Mr. 
Imad Hassan at (917) 754-8666. 
 

Women of Grace Bible Study  
The Office of Family and Sanctity of Life will begin the Eparchy-wide Women of Grace Bible Study next month. The goal 
will be to encourage the Women of Grace Foundational Bible Study in the parishes of the Eparchy.  Here are links to the 
study guide and book needed for anyone who would like to participate: Link for the Study Guide:  Women of Grace / 
Link for the Book:  Women of Grace 
 

Promoting Vocations  
The Eparchy is trying to bring more awareness to the different vocations in life. For this reason, an icon of the Holy 
Family along with a prayer will be given to a different family each week for prayer every night so God may guide us to 
discern and promote the various vocations.   
See Fr. Chuck for more information. To register, please click here or scan here                
 

St. Maron Gala  
Please join us for our 98th Annual St. Maron Day Gala.  The event will be on Saturday, February 8th, at Dyker Beach 
Golf Course. Cocktail hour begins at 7pm followed by dinner, dancing and a Raffle.  Entertainment will be by Eddie 
Ossama and band.  Tickets are $200 for adults and $100 for children under 12.  Please contact Darine Safi (347) 336-
5265 or Georges Elhaje (646) 691-9925 to make your reservations and submit payment.  For the upcoming 2025 Jubi-
lee Year, the Commemorative Book will feature anniversaries, birthdays, memorials and events that took place 25 years 
ago.  Please contact Mike Naber (917) 612-4004 if you would like to take an ad.  Click here for more information.  
 

Interested in Joining the Choir?  
The choir of the Cathedral would like to welcome anyone interested in joining them to see Christiane Merhej after the 
11:30 am Divine Liturgy. We are also looking for someone who knows the Maronite music to play the organ.   
 

Finance Council Recommendation 
The Finance Council has recommended that parishioners set up their Church donation as an automatic payment. You 
may also make your contribution online by clicking here.  It was determined that a minimum of $150.00 per household 
a month will help meet the Church’s budget.  
 

Sixth Pastoral Letter of Bishop Gregory Mansour  
The Man of God Is a Man for Others is the most recent pastoral letter of Bishop Gregory.  The Bishop said, “The words 
were born in my heart out of love from one man to another. But I hope my words will also be helpful to women as 
well.”  Please click here to read the letter. 
 

Bulletin Advertisements 
Business owners, you may advertise your businesses in the Church bulletin that reaches over 600 households via email.  
For more information click here or call the rectory at 718-624-7228.  

https://nylebcons.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b1ad5e9ea5493f2de5222aa19&id=69e7610a32&e=092ce54a5c
https://nylebcons.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b1ad5e9ea5493f2de5222aa19&id=69e7610a32&e=092ce54a5c
https://nylebcons.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b1ad5e9ea5493f2de5222aa19&id=045cc770c5&e=092ce54a5c
https://nylebcons.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b1ad5e9ea5493f2de5222aa19&id=68b1b1837c&e=092ce54a5c
https://shop.womenofgrace.com/product/STUDYGUIDE/study_resources
https://shop.womenofgrace.com/product/21/study_resources#mz-expanded-view-1466718547040
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/846323485327/
http://ololc.org/banquet/
http://ololc.org/index.html
https://www.stmaron.org/press-releases/the-man-of-god-is-a-man-for-others-cir2350
https://www.stmaron.org/press-releases/the-man-of-god-is-a-man-for-others-cir2350
http://ololc.org/doc/weeklyad.pdf


Christmas Flower Donations 

 
The Shakal Brothers   In Memory of John & Helen Shakal  

Mr. & Mrs. Edgard Abi Daher In Honor of the Family  

The Merhej Family    In Memory of Michel Merhej  

Lorraine Padalino   In Memory of Linda & Najib Akel  

Mr. & Mrs. Chaouki Eladem   In Memory of Hanah & Josephine Eladem & Ibrahim, George &  
            Margo Allaham  
 
Mr. & Mrs. Emile Ayli  In Memory of Elias & Salimeh Ayli & Norma, Vera & Lambert Yueh 
 
Dr. Bashar Fahoum & Family  In Memory of Hanna Fahoum & Souad Bitar  

Joe & Joy Nassif   In Memory of Laurice, Bichara & Marie Nassif  

Charly & Jihane Ayoub  In Memory of Fares Ayoub 

 



REGISTER HERE 

HOTEL ACCOMODATION HERE 

http://ololc.org/banquet/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdjyHnM0OuWWciMwys3byiiumrte42E2_wcGlmFHPL_zh7hYA/viewform
https://www.ihg.com/vignettecollection/hotels/us/en/find-hotels/select-roomrate?fromRedirect=true&qSrt=sBR&qIta=99801505&icdv=99801505&qDest=1143%20New%20Hampshire%20Ave%20NW,%20Washington,%20DC%2020037,%20USA&qErm=false&qSlH=wasvc&qRms=1&qAdlt=1&qChld=0&q


Sunday Readings 

 قراءات   اد  

 

  

Sunday of the Birth of St John the Baptizer 
  
Letter to the Galatians 4:21-5:1 
Tell me, you who desire to be subject to the law, will you 
not listen to the law?  For it is written that Abraham had 
two sons, one by a slave woman and the other by a free 
woman.  One, the child of the slave, was born according 
to the flesh; the other, the child of the free woman, was 
born through the promise.  Now this is an allegory: these 
women are two covenants. One woman, in fact, is Hagar, 
from Mount Sinai, bearing children for slavery. Now Ha-
gar is Mount Sinai in Arabia and corresponds to the pre-
sent Jerusalem, for she is in slavery with her children.  
But the other woman corresponds to the Jerusalem above; 
she is free, and she is our mother.  For it is written, 
‘Rejoice, you childless one, you who bear no children, 
burst into song and shout, you who endure no birth 
pangs; for the children of the desolate woman are more 
numerous than the children of the one who is married.’  
Now you, my friends, are children of the promise, like 
Isaac.  But just as at that time the child who was born ac-
cording to the flesh persecuted the child who was born 
according to the Spirit, so it is now also.  But what does 
the scripture say? ‘Drive out the slave and her child; for 
the child of the slave will not share the inheritance with 
the child of the free woman.’ So then, friends, we are 
children, not of the slave but of the free woman.  For 
freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and 
do not submit again to a yoke of slavery. 
  
The Gospel according to Saint Luke 1:57-66. 
Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she 
bore a son. Her neighbors and relatives heard that the 
Lord had shown his great mercy to her, and they rejoiced 
with her.  On the eighth day they came to circumcise the 
child, and they were going to name him Zechariah after 
his father.  But his mother said, ‘No; he is to be called 
John.’  They said to her, ‘None of your relatives has this 
name.’ Then they began motioning to his father to find 
out what name he wanted to give him.  He asked for a 
writing-tablet and wrote, ‘His name is John.’ And all of 
them were amazed.  Immediately his mouth was opened 
and his tongue freed, and he began to speak, praising 
God.  Fear came over all their neighbors, and all these 
things were talked about throughout the entire hill coun-
try of Judea.  All who heard them pondered them and 
said, ‘What then will this child become?’ For, indeed, the 
hand of the Lord was with him. 
  

  

 أحد   لد د   ّدح   

  

 21:4-1:5 رس  ة   ق ّد ّب    د ب   ل غ   أ        ّة

يو    َِّ وِتلوت،         و وَتوِ    وَِّ   يِ ي وْ يوِ   يو تِيو ق   ُوت وت،     ق    لَِّيويو   ، يِو يا   خوَ
يعِة  وْ اِعوتوِ   ، شِ يعِةق    اِِا   يعَِّ وْ  ، شِ

   ََ يِةق   تتِ، و وْ وِ   ، حِا ََ   او مَّْ،بييِ    مَّلاِوق   ت، و ِِاوِ   هو يوت ك    َِّ  إولهِو   اِ

 ِْ وِ   ،  و   .او
وِ    َِ   موِ عِ و   ، حِعَِق   تِ اِِا   ، يِم   او ََّ   تو و يةِو    ِِ وْ وِ   ، حِا  اِِا   ، يِم   او

وتِ و   ، تِ ََّ ّْ و    ِموِ وْ   يواِ ّو وو      . .،  و ِْ و   تبِاحِ فَك    عِِا اَّ ِْ ت     ي و ِ   
وَ    وبعوموتَيةِق   تبوتِ   بِاحِْ  ُِ   يبِو يلاِ وَّ   حِمنِو   عو َ ،   او َِيوق   ِ هَّ لأوِِ    .ِ هَّ

شِبييِ    ِْ ِْ ق   تيوت، و و    وت وَ   ، عِ ُِ   ، يِم        مو  يلِا ِْ   ب ِ   حِمنِو   عو بِاحِ

وَبِا يةِو   ب ِ   ت تَِّ  وَ   .، ِ ا ويةِق   لألِهِِا        ، عوموت
لِا  ِْ ق   تبو ِ    وا  شِبييو   ، عوبَّياِ    هِو ِ    و ِْ يوت ك   . اِِا    وت َِّ لألِهِو   اِ

وَ ق » وْ لوييو تِ  صَّ َّْ َِ وعو  موا يِ ََّ  خولَّ وْ ، يِ   يَِّ يبِو وهِا ، عِاُو ِْ و ق  يِيِ خو َّ
وَ    وَّ    تِ  وْ   او ِ َِّ ِْ و    ِ ت حو َِنَّ    لأوِِ    تِ َِ   ، اِهَّ وهِا   ، يِ     يَِّ   ييِاِِ  يِيِ

حِة يفِِتّو وَ   او َّنو   .«  .، او وَ   ، تِ َّ وِي    تَِّ  تِ ق    إولِ ََّ  اِِا    لَِّيويق    يِ هِا   ،هو
وَ      ..خوعَّ   ِ هو وَ   يِ َّ وَ   موِ عِ و   ، حِعِ يللِويو     اِت وت ِِاوِ    و ِِاِا    وق    وِ ت 

ا ِِيِ و ِ   ،ضوِ    يَِّ   تَق    ِ  ْ   .، اِتَّ وتَِ   موِ عِ و   ، 
ياِ      وِ و   اِايِ،   يِِوتنو   ،  وِ يةِِ   تِ مَّلهِِاق   لأوِِ    مَّوِ    «ت  وْ وَ   ، حِا وْ  و َّ

 ِْ عو   انِ    مَّوو   ،  و وْ يِةو       يِ وْ لاِ    تَِّ َِ   .«.، حِا تِ ق    عَِّ ََّ خوي ،ق    يِ هِا   ،هو

 ِْ وَ   ،  و يِةق   منَِّ    تَِّ  وْ   .حِا
وَت،    ،ُ    ذِ َّمويوت،   خوي ،   ت    يعِوت  ْ ،ْ ِ    ً لاِ    ولمَِِِّ ِْ ِْ  ِ   ََّ ي ِ   ُِ خووِ   ، اِعو

يةِ وَ وْ   ، عوموت   .يَِِ عوتوِ    ولوي

  

 57:1-66 ل جّ    ق ّد ّب    د  

ل ا وِ    مَّ َِ يبِوَق    ِتِ ِ ِِ    و   .ييِِ   فِاِاوو   خو يصِاماِ
ت،    وْ و اِيهِو    هِِاق    ِ ِ َّ ِْ َِيِ     ِ   ََّ ُِ   ِ ِْ موها    وِِ   ،  وْ يْ،لوهِا   ت ُِِا نو   حو تعِاو

يو      . .اِعِهِ  يولوت،   ، صِموّ ق   تعِاِتَّ و   موذعَّ ََّ ت،    ويِ وِ وو   حِا يو   ،  اِاو ت     ، يتَِّ

ِِْياِ ك      . . مِويهو   فِ َِّ هو   تُِا ِ َِّ    وا  ً   يوتِ لاِ» أحِِامِ  .« . !   منَِّ   يوعِاِ

ً   موهيِ،     عَّي» ِِا وت،    هِِاك     ِ ََّ  .«     ِِ َِ        ُِْ،ميِو و   يو

يهِو  وَ    وَِّ   يوعِاّو ي ً    مِويهو   اِايِ،   يوْ ت،   خو  وْ   .ت شِِا

ِِيِ ك    ا   ت هو   يوتِ لاِ!» ِ بِ ِ    ِتَّ   او يعوهوي .«خوعَّ   . ِيعِحِِموت،   حِاو
وْ و     ق ِِبيِو   تيومِا ياِق   ت لَِّ بِ ِ    وعِالوهوق   تِحِعنِِ   يِيِ وْ ِِ أِ      يِو   فِ  ت لَّ يِِ ِ    حَِّ
وِنّو   بيو و    َِعِ   ، لاِذو   مو يق   تيِِ  يْ،لوهو ينو   حو ً   حِاو تَّ و    ب َِ  ،   ً يتِ   ِذعَّ

يةِ وَ وِنّو   حِمنِو   ، يهِوت وْ         ت   .،لأواو
موهو   ُِالو  ك    وَهو        ُبَِّ نِ   موي و ِ   يِ َّ ِ وِن    اِوَّ   عِاو ً   بيِ،   »تِاوِ    اا   ِ عِ

وِتو  ّ و   ِ ِاَ   اِعِهو  .«، ّ و َّنو    وَِّ   يِ ِْ وَ   ،  َِّ   يِ   .تِالِ
  



 

Kindly patronize the following with all your needs  

St. Charbel In Every Home 
 
 

Plaster on Wood  

Size: 12"x9" in 
 
 
Engraved Wood 

Frame  

Size: 81/2"x51/2"  
 
 
 
 
 

Statue  
Size: 24"x9" 

 
 
 

Please call or email  
Maurice Kinani 

917-696-0027 
Mauricekinani@aol.com 

to place your order  

Prearrangement Simplifies a 
Difficult Time 

Cobble Hill 
Chapels 

171 Court Street, 
Brooklyn, NY 

The Largest Facility in  
Downtown Brooklyn 

 

(718) 875-1640 

 

 



MEX CARROLL’S DINER 
192 Columbia St. 
Brooklyn, NY 11231 

 

GRAND CANYON BISTRO 
300 Schermerhorn St.   
Brooklyn, NY 11217 

 

 



  

 

 
 

ELHILOW & ASSOCIATES P.C. 

Attorneys at Law 
Serving your legal needs in: 

Personal Injury, Real Estate, Business and Estates 
 

(718) 833-2100                 (718) 833-0476 Fax 
Serving New York and New Jersey 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Cedar Abstract & 

Settlement Services Inc. 
259 - 86th Street 

Brooklyn, NY  11209 
718-745-1120 

 

Joseph M. Elhilow, President 

THE ARNAOUT FAMILY 
OF OUR LADY OF LEBANON 

 



 
 

PLACE YOUR AD HERE  


