For emergency call: (202) 829-4779
(910) 988-2421

The Most Reverend Gregory J. Mansour, Eparchial Bishop

The Very Reverend Dominique Hanna, Rector
The Reverend Chuck VanHeusen, Assistant Rector
Subdeacon Norbert Vogl
Subdeacon Adonis El-Asmar
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Sunday of the Healing of the Leper
February 18th, 2024

Sun., Feb. 18
9 am for the Intentions of the Parishioners
11:30 am for Josiane Joe Saikali

NO DIVINE LITURGY
The 500 Martyrs of Tyre

Mon., Feb. 19

Tues., Feb. 20 10 am Divine Liturgy

St. James the Hermit of Cyrrhus

Wed., Feb. 21 10 am Divine Liturgy

St. Eustathius, Patriarch of Antioch

Thurs., Feb. 22 10 am Divine Liturgy

Sunday of the Healing of the Leper / Pope St. Leo the Great

by Mr. & Mrs. Wadih Saikali

Establishment of the Chair of St. Peter in Antioch

Fri., Feb. 23 10 am Divine Liturgy

St. Polycarp of Smyrna
Sat., Feb. 24 10 am Divine Liturgy
St. Margaret the Penitent

Sun., Feb. 25
9 am for the Intentions of the Parishioners

Sunday of the Hemorrhaging Woman / Pope St. Felix 11

11:30 am for the Intentions of the Parishioners

January 2024 Financial Standing
Ordinary Income
¢ Collections on Sundays & Holy Days: $17,044.00
¢ Cathedral Stipends from Marriages & Funerals, Hall Rent, Can-
dles, Breakfast, Luncheon, Raffle, Dues, Religious Education,
Flowers .... $59,816.50
Total Ordinary Income: $76,860.50

Ordinary Expenses
¢ Payroll, Gas, Electricity, Building Insurance and Medical Insur-
ance, Leasing Equipment, TV, Phone, Internet, Supplies for
Church, Hall & Office, Postage, Regular Maintenance, Charity,
Eparchial Appeal, Insurance....$25,028.00
Total Ordinary Expenses: $25,028.00

Total Ordinary Income vs Expenses: $51,832.50
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Do you know? A couple of basic monthly expenses:

The Monthly Eparchial Assessment & Bishop’s Appeal has in-
creased from $2,125 to $2,670 a month starting January
2024.

The Cathedral’s Building Insurance increased 14.3% in 2023,
and we paid $46,122 for the year. It has gone up another 11% in
2024, so we pay $51,195. The Cathedral monthly building insur-
ance is now $4,266.25

Thank you for your contribution
in helping maintain the Church
and in planning different activities

HELP LEBANON!

PRAY FOR

LEBANON

BY CHECK:

Make your donation to
Lebanon by sending a
check to the Eparchy
of St. Maron of Brook-
lyn and in the memo
designate your charity
either to Caritas, Leba-
non, Saint Vincent de

. Paul or The Franciscan

Sisters of the Holy
Cross.

.~ ONLINE:

You may also donate
online by clicking
here.

FAMILY-TO-FAMILY HELP
THROUGH CARITAS LEBANON
In coordination with Caritas Lebanon, a family in
the United States is now able to sponsor a family
in Lebanon. The sponsorship varies from $50 to
$100 per month depending on the size and the

need of the family.

Please click here to sponsor a family.



https://www.stmaron.org/donate-for-lebanon
https://www.caritaslebanon.org/media/1/CaritasFamiliesLeb%20for%20sponsorship2021(7).pdf

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS
Stations and Benediction of the Cross
Every Friday of Lent beginning Friday, February 16th, at 7:30 pm, we will pray the Stations and Benediction of the
Cross. The service will be followed by a Lenten supper.

Letter for Annual Donations
Parishioners who for tax purposes would like a letter stating their annual contribution, please email cathrecto-
ry(@verizon.net or call the rectory at 718-624-7228.

Promoting Vocations

The Eparchy is trying to bring more awareness to the different vocations in life: priesthood, consecrated life, diaconate,
married life and generous single life. For this reason, an icon of the Holy Family along with a prayer will be given to a
different family each week for prayer every night so God may guide us to discern and promote the various vocations.
Please see Fr. Chuck to be put on the list.

Catholic Relief Services Lenten Rice Bowl

Join our faith community and more than 12,000 Catholic communities across the United States in a life-changing Len-
ten journey with CRS Rice Bowl. Pick up your family’s Rice Bowl in the vestibule of the Cathedral. During the 40
days of Lent, let us reflect on how hunger and malnutrition affect our human family, and on the need to take action to
end this global injustice. Click here to learn more.

The 2024 Eparchial Lenten Appeal
A second collection for the Eparchial Charities Appeal will be taken up every Sunday during the Season of Great Lent.
We are asked to raise $8,000 to participate in this awesome mission of the Eparchy. Thank you for your generosity.

Palm Sunday Celebration
Children ages 3 to 12 are encouraged to participate in the Palm Sunday celebration by reading, by processing with the
gifts and through other activities during the 11:30 am Divine Liturgy. Please see Leila Vogl to register.

Knights Easter Raffle
The Knights are sponsoring an Easter Raffle. Tickets are available from Edgard Abi Daher, William Abou Chrouch,
Roger Shammas and Georges El Hage. The drawing will take place on Sunday, April 16th, after the 11:30 Divine Lit-

urgy.

Strengthen Your Marriage

The Secretariat for Laity, Marriage, Family Life and Youth of the USCCB has designated February as a time to
strengthen Marriages. To support this effort the Secretariat has prepared resources to assist dating, engaged and mar-
ried couples. Please click here for more information.

Traditional Fasting & Abstinence Observance

Those who wish to observe the traditional Maronite practice of fasting and abstinence are invited to follow this prac-
tice. According to the Synod of Mount Lebanon of 1736, every weekday of Lent (Monday through Friday) is a day of
fasting and abstinence from meat and dairy products (eggs, butter, milk, etc.). Fasting involves eating and drinking
nothing at all (except water and medicine) from midnight until noon. The rest of the day, normal meals can be taken
but without meat or dairy products. Saturdays and Sundays are exempt from fasting and abstaining as are the following
feast days: St. Maron on Feb. 9th if it falls during Lent, the 40 Martyrs on March 9th and St. Joseph on March 19th.

St. Joseph Breakfast
The Knights will be sponsoring a breakfast in honor of St. Joseph on March 17th after the 11:30 am Divine Liturgy.
Tickets will be sold at the door for $30 a person.

Pre-Order Maamoul
Families may pre-order their maamoul today. The Confraternity will do a baking session a week or two before Easter,
so the maamoul will be fresh for the celebration.

Interested in Joining the Choir?

The choir of the Cathedral would like to welcome anyone interested in joining them to praise the Lord in a more dedi-
cated way. We are also looking for someone who knows the Maronite music to play the organ. Members of the Choir
meet on Zoom every Wednesday to plan for Sunday. Please make sure to see Christiane Merhej after the 11:30 Divine
Liturgy if you would like to join.

Finance Council Recommendation

The Finance Council has recommended that parishioners set up their Church donation as an automatic payment. This
is the best way to keep supporting your spiritual home while on vacation or out of town. You may also make your
contribution online by clicking here. It was determined that a minimum of $150.00 per household a month will help
meet the Church’s budget.



https://www.crsricebowl.org/
https://www.foryourmarriage.org/
http://ololc.org/index.html
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Traditions & Practices
with Bishop Gregory Manso

ul
Zoom Meeting ID: Marc\'\

824 7296 2217
Passcode:

465732

Maronite Couples
Eparchy of St. Maron

LIVE
ZOOM
TALK

OUR TOPIC:

“Reverencing Our
Bodies: Male and
Female He Created Us"

6W Gregory Mansour

THURSDAY
FEB 29

(Ztinyurl.com/hecreatedus

PASSCODE: 246595

GUEST
SPEAKER

(O 8PMEST

Lenten Scripture Sharing:
Faith, Mercy, Healing

Dive deeper into the Maronite
Gospels for the Sundays of Great
Lent presented by the Maronite
Servants of Christ the Light and
guest contributors.

Liany Lo

We welcome you to join us live as
we highlight spiritual lessons from
each Gospel. Participants will also
have an opportunity to share their
insights as well. Thursdays at
8:00pm EST

FEBRUARY 22: HEALING OF THE Scan QR code below to register for series

HEMORRHAGING WOMAN

FEBRUARY 29: PARABLE OF THE
PRODIGAL SON

MARCH 7: HEALING OF THE PARALYTIC

MARCH 14: HEALING OF THE BLIND MAN

MARCH 21: HOSANNA SUNDAY

saintsharbelcenter.org/zoom-series
Click

to register

0
~ REGIONAL EPARCHIAL

LENTENG
RETREATS

~ SATURDAY

MARCH 2 5ot ANTHONY OF THE
10 AM-7PM  DESERT - FALL RIVER MA

SATURDAY MID-ATLANTIC
MARCH 9 sur sHARBEL CHURCH
10AM-7PM  SOMERSET NEW JERSEY

COSTIS 430 APERSON

LUNCH & DINNER INCLUDED

REGISTERATION IS OPEN

MYOEPARCHYSTMARON.ORG



https://www.myoeparchystmaron.org/event-details/2024-eparchial-lenten-retreat-mid-atlantic
https://saintsharbelcenter.org/zoom-series/lenten-scripture-sharing-faith-mercy-healing
https://saintsharbelcenter.org/zoom-series/lenten-scripture-sharing-faith-mercy-healing
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83035121096?pwd=dS83d0JFc1N4UDJXWWd0ZElVTnJndz09#success

EPARCHY OF SAINT MARON OF BROOKLYN
Office of the Bishop
109 Remsen Street
Brooklyn, New York 11201-4212

Tel: (718)-237-9913 Fax: (718)-243-0444
chancerystmaron@verizon.net www.stmaron.org

Lent 2024 Prot. No. 015S/24
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

If you believe in Jesus Christ, sacrifice always has meaning. It leads to something, just as the Cross led to the Resurrection. Life
is not about being comfortable but about answering God’s call to us. Our response makes our lives “worth living,” as Archbishop
Fulton Sheen used to say.

During this season of sacrifice, please consider making a sacrificial gift for this year’s Annual Lenten Appeal for the Eparchy of
Saint Maron. There are so many people suffering here and around the world (especially in Lebanon) who can be helped by our
prayers, fasting and almsgiving. The Eparchy can be part of your Lenten sacrifice, as we rely upon your generosity to serve the
faithful in the Eparchy and the Middle East.

Your glft to this year ] Annual Lenten Appeal will support

> , Seminarians: We currently have three excellent
=4 men preparing for the priesthood. Our seminarians are
rqm our future; we need to educate them well so that they
| can minister effectively as priests someday. The costs
! of Our Lady of Lebanon Maronite Seminary are about
$450,000 per year. 40% of your contribution to this
year’s Annual Appeal will go for Seminarians.

Ministries: Our outreach to young people, the el-
derly, families, and in defense of life from conception
to natural death, helps people at the most crucial times
in their lives. You can ensure that the Eparchy contin-
ues this important work. 20% of your contribution will
go to support Ministries.

Retired Priests: The Eparchy’s 17 retired priests
served the faithful well. We help them with a modest
pension each month. 20% of your contribution will
s support Retired Priests.

: . Help for Lebanon and the Middle East: The Epar-

[ [T - 1\ P4) chy has provided an unprecedented amount of support

e Eparchy of Saint 3 to help in Lebanon and the Middle East over the past

Maron of Brooklyn o § " @il fcw years. We can never forget the homeland of our

Maronite Church. 10% of your contribution will sup-
4 port Christians in Lebanon and the Middle East.

&N
\
o
=
o
=]
=
g
()
=
=
H
=
o
el
o
o
—
o
=
<«
w2
esl
=
o,
E
B
(@]
=
i
o
=
o
2
?

,", ports today’s needs and ensures the Eparchy will have
resources in the future. 10% of your contribution will
be deposited into the Eparchy’s Endowment.

4

Please open your heart once again and make a gift. Your participation in this Appeal impacts the lives of many people, both inside
the Eparchy, and in the Middle East. Any gift will be appreciated. Please visit http://www.stmaron.org/lenten-appeal for more
information.

Thank you, and may God bless you for your generosity! I wish you a blessed Lent and Easter.

Gratefully yours in Christ,
+

+ Gregory J. Mansour

PS: Please also consider remembering the Eparchy and your parish in your estate plan, or as the beneficiary of an insur-
ance policy, retirement plan or charitable gift annuity. Thank you.
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Sunday Readings
PG

Second Sunday of Great Lent: Sunday of the Man with Leprosy

Letter to the Romans 6:12-23

Therefore, do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies, to
make you obey their passions. No longer present your members to
sin as instruments of wickedness, but present yourselves to God as
those who have been brought from death to life, and present your
members to God as instruments of righteousness. For sin will have
no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace.
What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under
grace? By no means! Do you not know that if you present your-
selves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom
you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which
leads to righteousness? But thanks be to God that you, having once
been slaves of sin, have become obedient from the heart to the form
of teaching to which you were entrusted, and that you, having been
set free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness.

I am speaking in human terms because of your natural limitations.
For just as you once presented your members as slaves to impurity
and to greater and greater iniquity, so now present your members as
slaves to righteousness for sanctification. When you were slaves of
sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. So what advantage
did you then get from the things of which you now are ashamed?
The end of those things is death. But now that you have been freed
from sin and enslaved to God, the advantage you get is sanctifica-
tion. The end is eternal life. For the wages of sin is death, but the
free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

The Gospel according to Saint Mark1: 35-45

In the morning, while it was still very dark, Jesus got up and went
out to a deserted place, and there he prayed. And Simon and his
companions hunted for him.

When they found him, they said to him, ‘Everyone is searching for
you.” He answered, ‘Let us go on to the neighboring towns, so that
I may proclaim the message there also; for that is what I came out to
do.” And he went throughout Galilee, proclaiming the message in
their synagogues and casting out demons. A leper came to him beg-
ging him, and kneeling he said to him, ‘If you choose, you can
make me clean.” Moved with pity, Jesus stretched out his hand and
touched him, and said to him, ‘I do choose. Be made clean!” Imme-
diately the leprosy left him, and he was made clean. After sternly
warning him he sent him away at once, saying to him, ‘See that you
say nothing to anyone; but go, show yourself to the priest, and offer
for your cleansing what Moses commanded, as a testimony to
them.” But he went out and began to proclaim it freely, and to
spread the word, so that Jesus could no longer go into a town open-
ly, but stayed out in the country; and people came to him from eve-
ry quarter.
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Kindly patronize the following with all your needs

Moot CEDARS

Iinsured and Licensed CONSTRUCTION

Sam @ cedarsconstruction.com 3 4 7 s 5 3 7 - 8 6 6 1

Best Care Pharmacy

8510 3rd Ave. * Brooklyn, NY 11209 e Free Delivery
(718) 680-9855 Fax: (718) 680-9856 Covip. ;9

Western Union Bill Payments Money Orders Copy Fax ATM Photo acci; t
FLU PNEUMONIA SHINGLES VACCINES = Passport Pictures * Photo Processing ”atlan

Comptech St. Charbel In Every Home || Prearrangement Simplifies a
The Best HD IPTV Subscription Service Provid — Difficult Time

ubscription Service Provider = — 4

L& Y Plaster on Wood Cobble Hill
Size: 12"x9" in Chapels

171 Court Street,
Brooklyn, NY

; Engraved Wood The Largest Facility in

Frame Downtown Brooklyn
Size: 8"2"x512" (718) 875-1640

Statue

Size: 24''x9"

; @ e < Please call or email
! Maurice Kinani
o KT 2 e ) 917-696-0027
g (-5 Iy k= o= S Mauricekinani@aol.com
to place your order

All USA Premium Channels

English, Arabic, South Asian, Polish, Portuguese, Spanish, Sports, Italian, French, International, Ukrainian, Greek,

Online Language Hub

Going back to your roots

Turkish, Hindi, Indian Sport, Pakistani Russian. The World's Premier Online Arabic Courses

24/7 Oldie TV Shows, Stand up comedy. Native speaking teachers residing in Lebanon

We offer: Private one on one lessons
Small group lessons
(by age groups)
Spoken Lebanese lessons
& (407) 212-2884
contact@onlinelanguagehub.com
https://www.onlinelanguagehub.com
We make learning fun

We also offer French and Spanish classes

Video on Demand

Arabic TV Series, Ramadan 2019, New Releases, 3D, Aflam, Frensh Movies, International Films, Drama, Comedy,
Action, Romance, Horror, Family, Documentary, Western, Adventure, Classic, Thriller, SCI-FI, Musical, Fantasy,

Animation, TV Series
IPTV Box Including Setup and Activation for $120,00

IPTV Monthly Subscription for all channels and Video on Demand for $25.00 ONLY..
Sam 718-812-5947




Kindly patronize the following with all your needs

Wood Finisher NY

Wood Firishing, Sprayving.
Staiming. Glazing. Painting. Color
Matching & Antique Restoration.

Finishing Front Door

ELHILOW & ASSOCIATES P.C.

Attorneys at Law
Serving your legal needs in:

Personal Injury, Real Estate, Business and Estates

(718) 833-2100 (718) 833-0476 Fax
Serving New York and New Jersey

woodfinishernycorp@gmail.com
Call: (718)614-2234
Free Estimate

;.
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TAXES ON POINT ASSOCIATES LLC

7011 3RD AVE
BROOKLYN, NY 11209
ELIO CHEDRAWI

!’m GEORGES CHEDRAWI
ENROLLED AGENT | Ins l TAX PREPARER

T 718-535-7655 3 | T 718-535-7655

i |
| |

C 718-490-4255 -2 - file g C 718-490-4237
F 718-535-7969 {_PROVIDER | F 718-535-7969

EMAIL
TAXES@ELIOEA.NET

Cedar Abstract &

Settlement Services Inc.
259 - 86th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11209
718-745-1120

Joseph M. Elhilow, President

BK RovaL ONE

Auto Lease & Finance

Wailliam Abou-Chrouch

royaloneleasing@gmail.com

8321 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209

(646) 284-2377

www.royalleasingny.c

e Custom Window Treatments Center

e Decorative Fabrics ® Blackout ® Sunscreen

* We Measure, Fabricate & Install

e Visit Our Showroom * Free Decorator Advice

ROGER SHAMAS
C:(917) 682-1075
americanwf@att.net

The Custom House

139 Montague Street — Brooklyn Heights, N.Y.
Find us on Facebook — Phone: 718-643-6000

Find us on Seamless & Grubhub — we deliver!
Auvailable for weddings, christenings, birthdays, showers and holiday parties




