
 

Our Lady of  Lebanon Maronite Cathedral 

113 Remsen Street, Brooklyn, New York 11201 

(718) 624-7228 | ololc.org | cathrectory@verizon.net  
For emergency call: (202) 829-4779 

        (910) 988-2421 
 

The Most Reverend Gregory J. Mansour, Eparchial Bishop 

The Very Reverend Dominique Hanna, Rector 

The Reverend Chuck VanHeusen, Assistant Rector  

Subdeacon Norbert Vogl  

Subdeacon Adonis El-Asmar  



Celebration of the Feast of St. Maron & Sunday of the Entrance into Lent  
February 11th, 2024 

 
Sun., Feb. 11  Celebration of the Feast of St. Maron & Sunday of the Entrance into Lent / St. Charalampus 
   9 am for the Intentions of the Parishioners  
   11:30 am for the Intentions of the Parishioners  
 
Mon., Feb. 12  7:30 pm Liturgy of the Blessing and Imposition of Ashes  
   St. Meletius of Antioch  
 
Tues., Feb. 13  10 am Divine Liturgy  
   St. Catherine of Ricci / St. Beatrice of Ornacieux  
 
Wed., Feb. 14  10 am Divine Liturgy 
   Sts. Cyril & Methodius / St. Valentine the Priest  
 
Thurs., Feb. 15 10 am Divine Liturgy  
   Sts. Faustinus & Jovita  
 
Fri., Feb. 16  10 am Divine Liturgy  
   St. Theodore the Soldier  
 
Sat., Feb. 17  10 am Divine Liturgy for Massoud Vahdat    by Mrs. Salma Vahdat  
   St. Agapitus, Bishop Synnada  
 
Sun., Feb. 18  Sunday of the Healing of the Leper / Pope St. Leo the Great  
   9 am for the Intentions of the Parishioners  
   11:30 am for Josian Joe Saikali     by Mr. & Mrs. Wadih Saikali   

January 2024 Financial Standing 
Ordinary Income 
 Collections on Sundays & Holy Days: $17,044.00 
 Cathedral Stipends from Marriages & Funerals, Hall Rent, Can-

dles, Breakfast, Luncheon, Raffle, Dues, Religious Education, 
Flowers .... $59,816.50 

 Total Ordinary Income: $76,860.50 
 

Ordinary Expenses 
 Payroll, Gas, Electricity, Building Insurance and Medical Insur-

ance, Leasing Equipment, TV, Phone, Internet, Supplies for 
Church, Hall & Office, Postage, Regular Maintenance, Charity, 
Eparchial Appeal, Insurance….$25,028.00 

 Total Ordinary Expenses: $25,028.00 
 

Total Ordinary Income vs Expenses: $51,832.50 
*******************************************************

******************************************* 
 

Do you know? A couple of basic monthly expenses:  
The Monthly Eparchial Assessment & Bishop’s Appeal has in-
creased from $2,125 to $2,670 a month starting January 
2024.  
 

The Cathedral’s Building Insurance increased 14.3% in 2023,  
and we paid $46,122 for the year.  It has gone up another 11% in 
2024, so we pay $51,195.  The Cathedral monthly building insur-
ance is now $4,266.25 
 

Thank you for your contribution  
in helping maintain the Church  

and in planning different activities 

HELP  LEBANON! 
 

BY CHECK:  
Make your donation to 
Lebanon by sending a 
check to the Eparchy 
of St. Maron of Brook-
lyn and in the memo 
designate your charity 
either to Caritas, Leba-
non, Saint Vincent de 
Paul or The Franciscan 
Sisters of the Holy 
Cross.  
 

ONLINE: 
You may also donate 
online by clicking 
here. 
 

FAMILY-TO-FAMILY HELP 
THROUGH CARITAS LEBANON  

In coordination with Caritas Lebanon, a family in 
the United States is now able to sponsor a family 
in Lebanon. The sponsorship varies from $50 to 
$100 per month depending on the size and the 
need of the family.  
 

Please click here to sponsor a family.  

https://www.stmaron.org/donate-for-lebanon
https://www.caritaslebanon.org/media/1/CaritasFamiliesLeb%20for%20sponsorship2021(7).pdf


CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Confraternity & Knights Meeting  
This Sunday, February 11th, the Confraternity will meet in the Chapel and the Knights will meet in the rectory after 
the 11:30 am Divine Liturgy.   
 

Letter for Annual Donations 
Parishioners who for tax purposes would like a letter stating their annual contribution, please email cathrecto-
ry@verizon.net or call the rectory at 718-624-7228.  
 

MYO Bible Study  
The MYO will meet on Saturday, February 10th, for bible study in preparation for the Season of Great Lent.  The day 
begins with the Divine Liturgy at 10 am and is followed by a discussion and different activities.  
 

Ash Monday 
The Liturgy of the Blessing and Imposition of Ashes on the forehead will be held on Monday, February 12th, at 7:30 
pm.   
 

Promoting Vocations  
The Eparchy is trying to bring more awareness to the different vocations in life: priesthood, consecrated life, diaconate, 
married life and generous single life.  For this reason, an icon of the Holy Family along with a prayer will be given to a 
different family each week for prayer every night so God may guide us to discern and promote the various vocations.  
Please see Fr. Chuck to be put on the list.   
 

Stations and Benediction of the Cross 
Every Friday of Lent beginning Friday, February 16th, at 7:30 pm, we will pray the Stations and Benediction of the 
Cross.  The service will be followed by a Lenten supper.  
 

Catholic Relief Services Lenten Rice Bowl  
Join our faith community and more than 12,000 Catholic communities across the United States in a life-changing Len-
ten journey with CRS Rice Bowl. Pick up your family’s Rice Bowl in the vestibule of the Cathedral. During the 40 
days of Lent, let us reflect on how hunger and malnutrition affect our human family, and on the need to take action to 
end this global injustice. Click here to learn more.  
 

The 2024 Eparchial Lenten Appeal 
A second collection for the Eparchial Charities Appeal will be taken up every Sunday during the Season of Great Lent. 
We are asked to raise $8,000 to participate in this awesome mission of the Eparchy.  Thank you for your generosity.  
 

Palm Sunday Celebration  
Children ages 3 to 12 are encouraged to participate in the Palm Sunday celebration by reading, by processing with the 
gifts and through other activities during the 11:30 am Divine Liturgy.  Please see Leila Vogl to register.   
 

Knights Easter Raffle  
The Knights are sponsoring an Easter Raffle. Tickets are available from Edgard Abi Daher, William Abou Chrouch, 
Roger Shammas and Georges El Hage.  The drawing will take place on Sunday, April 16th, after the 11:30 Divine Lit-
urgy.   
 

Traditional Fasting & Abstinence Observance 
Those who wish to observe the traditional Maronite practice of fasting and abstinence are invited to follow this prac-
tice. According to the Synod of Mount Lebanon of 1736, every weekday of Lent (Monday through Friday) is a day of 
fasting and abstinence from meat and dairy products (eggs, butter, milk, etc.).  Fasting involves eating and drinking 
nothing at all (except water and medicine) from midnight until noon.  The rest of the day, normal meals can be taken 
but without meat or dairy products. Saturdays and Sundays are exempt from fasting and abstaining as are the following 
feast days: St. Maron on Feb. 9th if it falls during Lent, the 40 Martyrs on March 9th and St. Joseph on March 19th. 
 

St. Joseph Breakfast 
The Knights will be sponsoring a breakfast in honor of St. Joseph on March 17th after the 11:30 am Divine Liturgy. 
Tickets will be sold at the door for $30 a person. 
 
Pre-Order Maamoul 
Families may pre-order their maamoul today.  The Confraternity will do a baking session a week or two before Easter, 
so the maamoul will be fresh for the celebration.   
 

Interested in Joining the Choir?  
The choir of the Cathedral would like to welcome anyone interested in joining them to praise the Lord in a more dedi-
cated way.  We are also looking for someone who knows the Maronite music to play the organ.  Members of the Choir 
meet on Zoom every Wednesday to plan for Sunday.  Please make sure to see Christiane Merhej after the 11:30 Divine 
Liturgy if you would like to join.  
 

https://www.crsricebowl.org/


Click HERE to register  

https://www.myoeparchystmaron.org/event-details/2024-eparchial-lenten-retreat-mid-atlantic
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0015funk1hHJZAz4t7pSVs0kvlUdJ8rmuXTEFcOD7YKEpJMH4NrYE5hmZ-FEhFy3KP-XAosQljtr6eRt8RVEbH7QqJr_cakn5ouw5IPTiAsaDleGpjukGo3asUR77Zf4rEGVYNVJ-Fod178diBwBN8ddAlja8-_XzlgT7ioHyVyNX_Vow2NM_V-iaRimJuoc26ABjaqThBqKTW77w0pA8EdKPWmarysOpFvzid
https://maroniteseminary.org/news-events/seminary-events/speakers/


 
EPARCHY OF SAINT MARON OF BROOKLYN 

Office of the Bishop  
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Lent 2024            Prot. No.  015 S / 24 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

If you believe in Jesus Christ, sacrifice always has meaning.  It leads to something, just as the Cross led to the Resurrection.  Life 
is not about being comfortable but about answering God’s call to us.  Our response makes our lives “worth living,” as Archbishop 
Fulton Sheen used to say.   
 

During this season of sacrifice, please consider making a sacrificial gift for this year’s Annual Lenten Appeal for the Eparchy of 
Saint Maron.  There are so many people suffering here and around the world (especially in Lebanon) who can be helped by our 
prayers, fasting and almsgiving.  The Eparchy can be part of your Lenten sacrifice, as we rely upon your generosity to serve the 
faithful in the Eparchy and the Middle East.   
 

Your gift to this year’s Annual Lenten Appeal will support:  
Seminarians:  We currently have three excellent 
men preparing for the priesthood.  Our seminarians are 
our future; we need to educate them well so that they 
can minister effectively as priests someday.  The costs 
of Our Lady of Lebanon Maronite Seminary are about 
$450,000 per year.  40% of your contribution to this 
year’s Annual Appeal will go for Seminarians.  
 

Ministries:  Our  outreach to young people, the el-
derly, families, and in defense of life from conception 
to natural death, helps people at the most crucial times 
in their lives.  You can ensure that the Eparchy contin-
ues this important work.  20% of your contribution will 
go to support Ministries.  
 

Retired Priests:  The Eparchy’s 17 retired priests 
served the faithful well.  We help them with a modest 
pension each month.  20% of your contribution will 
support Retired Priests. 
 

Help for Lebanon and the Middle East:  The Epar-
chy has provided an unprecedented amount of support 
to help in Lebanon and the Middle East over the past 
few years.  We can never forget the homeland of our 
Maronite Church.  10% of your contribution will sup-
port Christians in Lebanon and the Middle East. 
 

Endowment:  The Eparchy’s Endowment Fund sup-
ports today’s needs and ensures the Eparchy will have 
resources in the future.  10% of your contribution will 
be deposited into the Eparchy’s Endowment. 
 

Please open your heart once again and make a gift.  Your participation in this Appeal impacts the lives of many people, both inside 
the Eparchy, and in the Middle East.  Any gift will be appreciated.  Please visit http://www.stmaron.org/lenten-appeal for more 
information. 
 

Thank you, and may God bless you for your generosity!  I wish you a blessed Lent and Easter. 
 

Gratefully yours in Christ, 

 
+ Gregory J. Mansour 
 

PS:   Please also consider remembering the Eparchy and your parish in your estate plan, or as the beneficiary of an insur-
ance policy, retirement plan or charitable gift annuity.  Thank you.   
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Sunday Readings 

 قراءات   اد  

 

 

 

 
 

Feast of St. Maron 
  
The Second Letter to Timothy 3:10-17 
You have observed my teaching, my conduct, my aim 
in life, my faith, my patience, my love, my steadfast-
ness, my persecutions, and my suffering the things that 
happened to me in Antioch, Iconium, and Lystra.  What 
persecutions I endured! Yet the Lord rescued me from 
all of them. Indeed, all who want to live a godly life in 
Christ Jesus will be persecuted.  But wicked people and 
impostors will go from bad to worse, deceiving others 
and being deceived.  But as for you, continue in what 
you have learned and firmly believed, knowing from 
whom you learned it, and how from childhood you 
have known the sacred writings that are able to instruct 
you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.  All 
scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, 
for reproof, for correction, and for training in right-
eousness, so that everyone who belongs to God may be 
proficient, equipped for every good work. 
  
  
The Gospel according to Saint John 12:23-30 
Jesus answered them, ‘The hour has come for the Son 
of Man to be glorified.  Very truly, I tell you, unless a 
grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains 
just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 
Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate 
their life in this world will keep it for eternal life.  
Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, 
there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the 
Father will honour. ‘Now my soul is troubled. And 
what should I say "Father, save me from this hour"? 
No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour.  
Father, glorify your name.’ Then a voice came from 
heaven, ‘I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.’  
The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was 
thunder. Others said, ‘An angel has spoken to him.’  
Jesus answered, ‘This voice has come for your sake, 
not for mine. 
  

 عي    ر م   ر م  
  

 10:3-17 مس لة   الّ س ب    الب   الإ ىية   تلو    ي ا    

َيل   وو،يبرِا  ل    بَ ي ل   وِْ ِْ ي بَس،ير ل   وق، ِْ   يِ بَ بَ   يِ ، يا   وَتِي، ل   دِ ِ
تِا آِي ل   والح ل   ِ ادي،     ،َ وأِ اِي ل   وحِبِ ي، ل   وتِ اي ل   وَاب
تِا آ      ،َ ِْ ل   وأيِي   َاب ، يإِِ   وو،ي ةت ،يإِِ   ود،وب َِا ، أصِِابِ،بن،         أِ 

يْ    ا     آد تِا    اِي ،َ !   وح، ب   عِري ةْ ،رِِسب  !َحب
ي ،   يوِةت ِ    رِو،

يتِآ   ب،اد،ي بتِس        آدب بَ   يبِب َِ   أِ يَةو ،ْ ي ِ   ية يعة   آديي،  اِِر،
َِتَِةوَ  .يةضب

ل     ْ َِ        آدذي ا   يِ،رِِا وِب ، يتة َِ    يِ فةو بَت، ذِ آاة   وآدرة ِْ ا   آدنيا ة   آراِب أحِي
ضِسيسةتَ ي ِ   وأةا   أِ بمةوةتةا   حة ،ْ َِ ضِس ،س،ي ِ   آَ  .حة

،هِةل  ري ب يَِسِيرب ،هِة وأيِب نِب،هِةل عِاا، اً ح، بْ عسى حِا يَِسِيرب ِْ  ِٱتب ة ا أِ ب أحِي
بَ    اِ ِ   أِ ةُ   آدلة،ةقِ   آدبرة َِيقِإِ   آد ا ، ،ْ بَ لَمةتدإِ،   يِ نية   آد وأِ يكِ   حة

ي ،    رِو،
َ،        آدب يبرِا َ،   آداِِي،   ب،اف، يرًا        قِ ي كِ   حِل، ِْ ي ، َِ ة ي

 .يوِةت 
ب،ي ل    بَس،يال   وآد،يتب م،يَم   د،س،ي ،اِ ة    ةسلهة   و، يرِا   ْة   أدِبتِرِهةل   وأةتِ   حة  ِادل،
ََِ آ    ِلً   حة ةَ   ْ،    اح، َِ   اِعة ل   د،يلِةت  ْ يق،        آد ، يال   وآد،يدب ، وآد،ي بت،

َ    صِاد،  َ ،   عِرِ  .د،لة

  

 23:12-30 ىجيل   الّ س ب    ا  س ت

ِْ ل   يوِةت      َِ   َبب ة   »ْالِ   آد ْ،   آدوياعِإة   د،لِ    يةرِاي بَ   حِا ِ دِ ِ
 .آف، بوِاَ

بَ دِاب يِ ِعب     َِإل و، نب يَ حِ يإِ آدب، أدِبِقي َدبِقي أِْةتلة دلِةا  و،
ْ    ِ  ،يْ بي،    ب، رِِ بْ   يدِ بَ   حِايِ َِ ْ   وو، ل   يِ ب ِى   وِآح، بْ  .آراِض،   ويرِة

مِ ةتِا    تِا        أيآِ   آدَِادِا،   يبِب ضة قل    مِبوِهة   يمِب ،َةأِال   وحِ ب   ية ب ، حِ ب   يةب،
ييإ ،َ  .د،بِيِا     أبِِ

ةَ   أيِبضًا    ناِكِ   يلِةت ةَ   أِ ِال    تِة ةُ   أِ ةت بَن، ْ   وحِيب يِ،ب ِ ن،     سِب َةحب حِ ب   ياِب
هة   آَ  حب ، ْ ن،    يةلِ َةحب ح، ْ   حِ ب   ياِب ا ، َِ. 

ن،    ح، ب   أي، ،    ل    اِ ، ،ْ بِإل    رِِافآِ   أِْةتلب   يِا   أبِِ ،ْ َِ ضب َِ   حة  ِمبو،    آَ
ةْ   و،دى   أي، ،   آدوياعِإ َ،   أيآِ   بسِِ ب  !آدوياعِإب   ودل، ب   ح، ب   أعِب

رِكِ  َ،   َقب ل   حِا ، ،ْ بَ   » اِِاءِ   صِتب م   ح، ِ   آدويرِاء،   يِ ةتل     .«يِا   أبِِ ِْ
َ ةحِا ، ل   وقِد بَ ة  .«حِاي

ةْ    ِ ِادةتآ     عة   آدبِاا، عِ   آداِرب وَ     .«و، يهة   اِعَ»وقِر، ةْ َِ وِْالِ   ا
اهِ ِهة » َِ يَ   حًِِ ا     .«و،

بَ   ح، ب   »أعِِا ِ   يوِةت ة   وِْال     س، ل   بِ تب ة   ح، ب   أعِب يَ َِ   أيآِ   آد حِا   ِ ا
س،لةا  .أعِب

  



 

Kindly patronize the following with all your needs  

St. Charbel In Every Home 
 
 

Plaster on Wood  

Size: 12"x9" in 
 
 
Engraved Wood 

Frame  

Size: 81/2"x51/2"  
 
 
 
 
 

Statue  
Size: 24"x9" 

 
 
 

Please call or email  
Maurice Kinani 

917-696-0027 
Mauricekinani@aol.com 

to place your order  

Prearrangement Simplifies a 
Difficult Time 

Cobble Hill 
Chapels 

171 Court Street, 
Brooklyn, NY 

The Largest Facility in  
Downtown Brooklyn 

 

(718) 875-1640 

 

 
 
 
 

To Place Your Ad Here  
Please call the Church  

 



  

 

 

Kindly patronize the following with all your needs  

 

ELHILOW & ASSOCIATES P.C. 

Attorneys at Law 
Serving your legal needs in: 

Personal Injury, Real Estate, Business and Estates 
 

(718) 833-2100                 (718) 833-0476 Fax 
Serving New York and New Jersey 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Cedar Abstract & 

Settlement Services Inc. 
259 - 86th Street 

Brooklyn, NY  11209 
718-745-1120 

 

Joseph M. Elhilow, President 

The Custom House 
139 Montague Street – Brooklyn Heights, N.Y. 

Find us on Facebook — Phone: 718-643-6000 

Find us on Seamless & Grubhub — we deliver! 
Available for weddings, christenings, birthdays, showers and holiday parties 


