
 

 

Our Lady of  Lebanon Maronite Cathedral 

113 Remsen Street, Brooklyn, New York 11201 

(718) 624-7228 | ololc.org | cathrectory@verizon.net  
For emergency call: (202) 829-4779 

 
The Most Reverend Gregory J. Mansour, Eparchial Bishop 

The Very Reverend Dominique Hanna, Rector 

Fr. Chuck VanHeusen, Assistant Rector  

Subdeacon Norbert Vogl  

Subdeacon Adonis El-Asmar  



First Sunday after Epiphany 
January 8th, 2023 

Sun., January 8 First Sunday after Epiphany / St. Carterius the Priest 
   9 am for the Intentions of the Parishioners  
   11:30 am for Fr. Chuck & Mrs. Marie Van Heusen  
         by Vivian Akl & her husband, Dr. Meny Dimant   
 

Mon., January 9 NO DIVINE LITURGY        

   St. Eustratius  
 

Tues., January 10 10 am Divine Liturgy for Michael & Joseph Perun & Ruth, Ron & Raymond Hudson 
            by Mr. & Mrs. Jorge Leon  
   St. Gregory, Bishop of Nyssa  
 

Wed., January 11 10 am Divine Liturgy for friends of the Perun & Leon Families 
            by Mr. & Mrs. Jorge Leon  
   St. Theodosius of Antioch  
 

Thurs., January 12 10 am Divine Liturgy for the living and deceased of the Roman & Lilia Cheon Families 
            by Mr. & Mrs. Jorge Leon  
   St. Tatiana / The Council of Trent 
 

Fri., January 13 10 am Divine Liturgy for a Special Intention    by Mike Shaheen 
   St. Jacob of Nisibis  
 

Sat., January 14 10 am Divine Liturgy  
   St. Hilary, Bishop of Poitiers 
 

Sun., January 15 Second Sunday after Epiphany / Our Lady of the Sowing / St. John Calybites 
   9 am for Moses Maron Leon   by Mr. & Mrs. Jorge Leon  
   11:30 am for the Intentions of the Parishioners  

2022 Financial Standing 
Ordinary Income 
 Collections on Sundays & Holy Days: $208,000.49 
 Cathedral Stipends from Marriages & Funerals, Hall Rent, 

Candles, Breakfast, Luncheon, Raffle, Dues, Religious Edu-
cation, Flowers .... $280,813.65 

 Total Ordinary Income: $488,814.14 
 

Ordinary Expenses 
 Payroll, Gas, Electricity, Building Insurance and Medical 

Insurance, Leasing Equipment, TV, Phone, Internet, Sup-
plies for Church, Hall & Office, Postage, Regular Mainte-
nance, Charity, Eparchial Appeal, Insurance….$321,251.92 

 Total Ordinary Expenses: $321,251.92 
 

Total Ordinary Income vs Expenses: $167,562.22 
*******************************************************

******************************************* 
 

Do you know? A couple of basic monthly expenses:  
Cathedral monthly building insurance: $4,084.00 
Monthly Eparchial Assessment & Bishop’s Appeal: $2,125.00 
 

The Library is no longer renting the hall.  The space was vacated 
at the end of October 2020.   
 

Thank you for your contribution  
in helping maintain the Church  

and in planning different activities 

HELP  LEBANON! 
 

BY CHECK:  
Make your donation to 
Lebanon by sending a 
check to the Eparchy 
of St. Maron of Brook-
lyn and in the memo 
designate your charity 
either to Caritas, Leba-
non, Saint Vincent de 
Paul or The Franciscan 
Sisters of the Holy 
Cross.  
 

ONLINE: 
You may also donate 
online by clicking 
here. 

 

FAMILY-TO-FAMILY HELP 
THROUGH CARITAS LEBANON  

In coordination with Caritas Lebanon, a family in 
the United States is now able to sponsor a family 
in Lebanon. The sponsorship varies from $50 to 
$100 per month depending on the size and the 
need of the family.  
 

Please click here to sponsor a family.  

https://www.stmaron.org/donate-for-lebanon
https://www.caritaslebanon.org/media/1/CaritasFamiliesLeb%20for%20sponsorship2021(7).pdf


CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Knights of St. Maron & Confraternity Meeting 
The Knights of St. Maron will meet this Sunday 
after the 11:30 am Divine Liturgy in the Rectory 
and the Confraternity next Sunday, January 15th, in 
the Chapel.   
 

Welcoming Abouna Chuck VanHeusen  
Bishop Gregory has assigned Fr. Chuck VanHeusen 
to be the assistant rector at the Cathedral.  The as-
signment began on January 1st, 2023.  Please join 
me in welcoming Fr. Chuck and his wife, Marie.  
 

St. Maron Feast Day Luncheon 
On Sunday, February 5th, the Cathedral will cele-
brate the Feast of St. Maron. The day begins with 
the Divine Liturgy celebrated by His Excellency 
Bishop Gregory Mansour at 11:30 am followed by a 
luncheon at Sirico’s from 2 to 6 pm.  Tickets are 
$125 per adult and $75 per child 12 years old or 
younger.  Please see Therese Abi Habib or George 
El Hajj for tickets.   
 

Building Insurance Increase 
The Cathedral’s Building Insurance will increase 
19% in 2023.  We will be paying $49,000 a year.   
 

SYMA Club Donation  
The SYMA Club made a donation of $10,000 to the 
Cathedral during the Christmas Season.  On behalf 
of the parishioners of Our Lady of Lebanon, we 
thank the members of the SYMA Club for their 
generosity.   
 

Holy Land Pilgrimage  
An 11 day/9 night special pilgrimage to the Holy 
Land from  September 17th to 27th, 2023, is being 
planned to visit the major sites in the Holy Land 
and Jerash, Mount Nebo, Madaba and Petra in Jor-
dan.  $3,898 per person from Newark with double 
occupancy in first class hotels including buffet 
breakfast and dinner daily and all airport taxes, fuel 
surcharge and border taxes.  Those who register 
with a $500 deposit no later than February 17th, 
2023, will save $100.  Please click here for more 
information or call Marleine at 1-917-608-2996 or 
Tony at 1-646-207-3995.  
 

Finance Council Recommendation 
The Finance Council has recommended that parish-
ioners set up their Church donation as an automatic 
payment.  This is the best way to keep supporting 
your spiritual home while on vacation or out of 
town.  You may also make your contribution online 
by clicking here.  It was determined that a minimum 
of $125.00 per household a month will help meet 
the Church’s budget.  
 

Bulletin Advertisements 
Business owners, you may advertise your business-
es in the Church bulletin that reaches over 600 
households via email.  For more information click 
here or call the rectory at 718-624-7228.  

Dear Parishioners & Friends,  
 

On the last day of 2022, the world lost not only a former head 
of the Catholic Church, a Pope Emeritus, who governed the 
Church from 2005 to 2013, but also a great thinker and teacher.  
 

When Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger was elected pope in 2005, he 
had been the Prefect of the Dicastery of the Doctrine of the 
Faith since the 80s.  This department of the Roman Curia works 
on safeguarding the integrity of Catholic teaching on faith and 
morals and protecting the Church from errors.  For being vigi-
lant and ensuring that errors and dangerous teachings circulat-
ing among the Christian people not go without being responded 
to adequately, Cardinal Ratzinger, originally from Germany, 
was called by the media the German Shepherd.   
 

It is not easy to be pope to begin with, but to be elected succes-
sor of the great charismatic John Paul II who was the Roman 
Pontiff for 26 years was even more difficult.  Cardinal 
Ratzinger had big shoes to fill.  Talking about shoes, he was 
criticized for being a fashionista for his red loafers by people 
who did not know traditional papal attire.  Anything Pope Ben-
edict did carried teaching weight to it.  In wearing the red 
shoes, he wanted to remind people that the pope walks in the 
blood of the martyrs upon whom the Church was built.  They 
now symbolized that he was always journeying towards the 
passion, death and resurrection of his Lord and Master, Jesus 
Christ.   
 

The following is a statement from Bishop Gregory Mansour on 
the passing of Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI: 
 

“After a long life, lived faithfully in the bosom of the Church, 
Pope Benedict XVI has completed his earthy pilgrimage and 
now returns to the bosom of the Heavenly Father. 
 

The Pope Emeritus has been preparing for his final judgement 
by One whom he describes also as friend. The Church and the 
world are much better because of his life, and we will continue 
to mine treasures from his teachings and writings. However, the 
most poignant lessons we will draw are from the way he lived 
his life in conformity to what he taught and in humble and great 
respect for both faith and reason.  
 

Pope Benedict was a man of the Church, and he used his intel-
lectual skills to help us understand the Church’s faith in a more 
profound and inspiring way. His first encyclical, God is Love, 
will be how he is best remembered.  
 

May this humble servant, who called himself a pilgrim, now 
rest in peace.” 
 

The media, unfamiliar with the Catholic Church, as it compares 
popes usually interprets their teachings to be either different 
from or contradicting one another.  This testifies to the lack of 
knowledge and to the inexperience among journalists who are 
not objective.  No one can deny that popes have different per-
sonalities, but their teachings are in continuity with Church tra-
dition as they respond to the challenges of the modern age.   
 

Pope John Paul II clarified the belief of the Catholic Church.  
Later, Pope Benedict XVI explained why we believe what we 
believe.  Now, Pope Francis is telling us, “Go do it.”  
 

May Pope Benedict XVI rest in light and mercy in the  
company of the righteous and just.  

http://ololc.org/doc/2023-Holy-Land-Pilgrimage.pdf
http://ololc.org/index.html
http://ololc.org/doc/weeklyad.pdf
http://ololc.org/doc/weeklyad.pdf


Christmas Flower Donations 
Mrs. Salma Vahdat   In Memory of the Besheer & Azizi Families & Massoud Vahdat, MD 
Mr. & Mrs. Edgar Abi Dagher For a Special Intention  
Mrs. Phyllis Simon   In Memory of the Simon & Raphael Families 
Mr. Donald Shakal    In Memory of John & Helen Shakal  
Mr. & Mrs. Chehade Arnaout  In Memory of the Deceased of the Arnaout & Chouki Families 
Samer & Marie-Therese Estanbouli  In Memory of Jean (Youhanna) & Isabelle Aouad   
Joe & Joy Nassif   In Memory of Laurice, Bichara & Marie Nassif  
Lorraine Padalino   In Memory of Najib & Linda Akel 
Marie Schepis    In Memory of Violet & Michael Owen  
John, Sonia, Michael & Jenna In Memory of Youssef Abi-Habib  
Mr. & Mrs. Chaouki Eladem   In Memory of Haneh Eladem & George & Margo Allaham  
The Merhej Family    In Memory of Michel Merhej  
Mr. & Mrs. Wadih Azzi  In Memory of the Deceased of their Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Eddie Revuelta  In Memory of the Revuelta & Garzon Families  
Mr. & Mrs. John Kahaly  In Memory of Jeanette M. Kahaly  
The Shaia Family    In Memory of Philip & Lorraine Shaia  
Mr. & Mrs. Samir Hosri  In Memory of their Beloved Family 
Pierre &Norma Haddad  In Memory of the Deceased of the Haddad & Tohme Families 
Antoine & Marie Aflak  In Memory of Hyat & Habib Aflak  
Mr. & Mrs. Adib El Houayek  In Memory of their Beloved Family 
Ed & Martha Manassa  In Memory of the Olivera & Quitsola Families    
Mrs. Marian Ciaccia   In Memory of Ronald Ciaccia & Joseph & Helen Sahadi 
The Jebaily Family    In Memory of the Deceased of the Jebaily Family   
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick O’Sullivan  In Memory of the Deceased of the O’Sullivan & Mouawad Families 
Mr. & Mrs. Tony & Kate Tannousis  In Memory of Michael Kari 



Contact Information:  
Maya Khoury (MYA) 804-559-1454 
Linda DiNardo George 540-520-1679 
Email: familyandsanctityoflife777@gmail.com 
Please sign up with the google form  

Hotel Details: 
The Mayflower Hotel 
1127 Connecticut Ave NW 
Washington DC 20036  
202-347-3000 
Click here to reserve a room  

mailto:familyandsanctityoflife777@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe4c6l2kfNtgotOVIVIFPNhm_kSUAY2vQOBrXnABUNXeGzgjA/viewform
https://book.passkey.com/event/50469756/owner/1261/home


Sunday Readings 

 قراءات   اد  

 

The First Sunday after the Epiphany 
  
Second Letter to the Corinthians 10:1-11. 
I myself, Paul, appeal to you by the meekness and 
gentleness of Christ I who am humble when face to 
face with you, but bold towards you when I am away! 
I ask that when I am present I need not show boldness 
by daring to oppose those who think we are acting ac-
cording to human standards.  Indeed, we live as hu-
man beings, but we do not wage war according to hu-
man standards; for the weapons of our warfare are not 
merely human, but they have divine power to destroy 
strongholds. We destroy arguments and every proud 
obstacle raised up against the knowledge of God, and 
we take every thought captive to obey Christ.  We are 
ready to punish every disobedience when your obedi-
ence is complete.  Look at what is before your eyes. If 
you are confident that you belong to Christ, remind 
yourself of this, that just as you belong to Christ, so 
also do we.  Now, even if I boast a little too much of 
our authority, which the Lord gave for building you 
up and not for tearing you down, I will not be 
ashamed of it.  I do not want to seem as though I am 
trying to frighten you with my letters.  For they say, 
‘His letters are weighty and strong, but his bodily 
presence is weak, and his speech contemptible.’  Let 
such people understand that what we say by letter 
when absent, we will also do when present. 
  
The Gospel according to Saint John 1:29-34. 
The next day he saw Jesus coming towards him and 
declared, ‘Here is the Lamb of God who takes away 
the sin of the world!  This is he of whom I said, "After 
me comes a man who ranks ahead of me because he 
was before me."  I myself did not know him; but I 
came baptizing with water for this reason, that he 
might be revealed to Israel.’  And John testified, ‘I 
saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, 
and it remained on him.  I myself did not know him, 
but the one who sent me to baptize with water said to 
me, "He on whom you see the Spirit descend and re-
main is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit."  
And I myself have seen and have testified that this is 
the Son of God.’ 

ب   ال    ا      اد     ادل 

  

 1:10-11 رسا ة   ا ّ   ب   اا ب   ا إا  ة   ق ر         قار  ب

َ   ُ،تِسيِحِ ،   يَِ ش،  ،    د ا  اَش    ا بِاو، ْ    بِ يا   وَتِي، أ   ابِِا   ُ تَ 
يأ    عادوِِا   ااِ تا    حِا ،   َ   ح، َ    ُِ اعنِ  ضتِي ، أ   ابِِا   يَ   ه، لا ، وِح،

عادوِا   ااِ تا    ِ ا ،  ا َ   ح، عادِ         .ويَجِ يء    حِلِ ان  ت   اِ أ   ا جا ِ ِ   ح، ج  وارِا
ي   ااِا   ااِ تاِ   جِ يِ اأ   ُ،اَال،تِ ،   يَأض    َ    ُ،ن َأ   ويَأض     ض تر، ح 

ل      اِ  باِ      شِ  تاِ   ابِأعا   بشِا ُِ   ينِا ي َ   يَأَ ِِ   ُ،لِا   حِل ي   ااِا   اجِا   ابِات،
يل، ُ عأعا       ب نِار،           .جِشِد، اجِِلأ   و،بأعا   بنِا ِا   َ    يَجِشِدأ   وَن،

يأ أ   ُلِا    با   َِ اشِ،ا   جِشِد، لِاس، ل،نِ ِ   ج، يل، ُ       َاِأ   اِ ا اِ  بِا     جِشِد،
    ُ د، ن تا،   يَِ ع،  ِ     َُ،بأعا   بلِا ُ،   يَن  َ   هِدا رِ ب   ُ،عَ،   حِل ه ِ   اِاس،
َِ ،    َأ    دأ   وِ ا ، ،     َ ،َ يِ تَ    يِ ا ِِ أ      وا لأ   و    اَنِارِ   يَاِائ، يَِ

ِِاحِ ،   يَِ ش،   ،َ  .وبِ ا       ا لأ   َ،نا     
لِ،ا    َ   اِ   دنواِ   ااِا   ب  ِاا،َِّ   ا لأ   ح نا ِااأ   وِض ضِ ، شا ُ    و  وبنِا

َ   يَِ ِ!اه،     و،اا   اِااِ   احِِدب   وِي ،ت ا         .ئِاحِض ن َ تاِ   حِل ن    َ   ينِا و،بأن 
َ،لِ ش  ،    ه،   ابِأه    اِِ ا   هتِ    اَش، نِل، ا   َ    بِ َ،لِ ش  أ   َِلا َ  ه،   ابِأه     اَش، ُ،عِ

ا ُ    ايِاض  َ، ِ   بنِا اْ،    ُِ الِ   يَ   ِاَِِْ ،         .اَِ جِل    و،اا   ُِاَِ اَ َِ بِا       اِ
       َ َ،  عا اِب،ن  ي   وِهِ ِه    يَ أ ن   َِعا    ِِاا،   يَأَ اَض،اِار،   ُ،اَشنلا َ    يْ

ن َ َ   ُ،ِ ِ ا ،ل        .َ،لِداو، َ ن  ، تل َِ لِ ِ   ا بِل،    ا  يد    ااِا   اِ ا  و    ا ر،
َ   يِت تَ تا     عان  ا   و، يأ أ   »َاِأ   ُِ اض  جِ ،   واِت، يدِ     يَلألا رِِ ا ،ل ه    وِد،

ه    ِ ا،   يلأ   واِخو  ن، ن   َِلِو، ض تر      يَصأاا ا   ح   .«!اوِأ
ِ ا ،لأ    ُ،   َ    يَ أ ُ    ُ،اَنِخ اال    هَيِ   يَتِا ،ل،   ابِأعا   اِ ا   بنِا َ   و، لِ َِلا ِ ا

عادوا    َ، الأ   ح، ا   ُ،اَ ُ    ايِاض  َ، ِ   بنِا عادوِا   بنِ تا    ِ ا ،  ُأ   اَِ ح،
 .بنِ تا    حِا ، يُ

  

 29:1-34 ق ج     ا ّ   ب    ا   ا

تا ،خ     َ    يَْدِ،    ُ د   ولاس    يَ   دياُ   راِ    ي تحِعأا   يشِ ت ِ   و 
ِ، ِِ ِ   يَ ِاََِ»و،َِ اه،   َِتِا      َِ     َ َِ ي   يِ ا  .هِا   ه تِ   حِِ ل    ذ،   يَأَ

لب   ادِا   ِ ارِ   ا دأيو، أ    ي   ا لا،    َ، ه    يِ اي،    ورِي ،    رِج  هَيِ   ه تِ   يَأَ
 .َبِأه    اِااِ   اِ ال 

َ،نِ    يِ!الِ ِ    د    ُ،عَِ اء   ،    ِا،    ا حِ ل، عل،    ج، َ ه أ   َن، وابِِا   وِا   ا عا،    احِا ،
ِ ي ، ل  .«ه تِ   س، ا

دِ   ي تحِعأا   اِا ،خ      ُِ   »ووِل، و ِ   بِا ،     اِنِِ اوِ     و، رِايِا،    يَ ن
ضتِِ أ   حِلِ اه أَ     ا  .يَشأِ اءأ     

د    ُ،عَِ اء،   ه تِ    ِ لِع،    ا حِ ل، ي   ارِا أُ   يَأَ َ ه أ   َن، وابِِا   وِا   ا عا،    احِا ،
ي    ضتِ، ن   حِلِ اهأ   ه تِ   يَأَ و ِ   يِعاو،     ويشِا اُ   يِِ     يَ ن اِا ِ   َ     وِ

و ،   يَت د   د    ُ،عَ ن  .ي  ِ ل،
َ     ُ اُ َ    ااِأ   هَيِ   ه تِ     دا  .«وابِِا   رِايِا،    ووِل،

  



 

Kindly patronize the following with all your needs  

St. Charbel In Every Home 
 
 

Plaster on Wood  

Size: 12"x9" in 
 
 
Engraved Wood 

Frame  

Size: 81/2"x51/2"  
 
 
 
 
 

Statue  
Size: 24"x9" 

 
 
 

Please call or email  
Maurice Kinani 

917-696-0027 
Mauricekinani@aol.com 

to place your order  

 
 
 
 

To Place Your Ad Here 
Please call the Church  

 
 
 
 

To Place Your Ad Here  
Please call the Church  



  

 

 

Kindly patronize the following with all your needs  

 

ELHILOW & ASSOCIATES P.C. 

Attorneys at Law 
Serving your legal needs in: 

Personal Injury, Real Estate, Business and Estates 
 

(718) 833-2100                 (718) 833-0476 Fax 
Serving New York and New Jersey 

 
Prearrangement Simplifies a 

Difficult Time 

Cobble Hill Chapels 
171 Court Street, Brooklyn, NY 

The Largest Facility in  
Downtown Brooklyn 

 

(718) 875-1640 

 

  

LASSEN & HENNIGS 
Delicatessen, Bakery, Catering  

114 Montague Street 

Brooklyn Heights, NY 

718-875-6272 

 
Cedar Abstract & 

Settlement Services Inc. 
259 - 86th Street 

Brooklyn, NY  11209 
718-745-1120 

 

Joseph M. Elhilow, President 

The Custom House 
139 Montague Street – Brooklyn Heights, N.Y. 

Find us on Facebook — Phone: 718-643-6000 

Find us on Seamless & Grubhub — we deliver! 
Available for weddings, christenings, birthdays, showers and holiday parties 


