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First Sunday after Epiphany
January 9th, 2022
Sun., January 9

First Sunday after Epiphany / St. Eustartius
9 am for the Intentions of the Parishioners
11: 30 am Louis, Mary & John Nader & Charles Havel

Req. by Marilyn Nader

Mon., January 10

NO DIVINE LITURGY
St. Gregory, Bishop of Nyssa

Tues., January 11

10 am Divine Liturgy
St. Theodosius of Antioch

Wed., January 12

10 am Divine Liturgy
St. Tatiana / The Council of Trent

Thurs., January 13

10 am Divine Liturgy
St. Jacob of Nisibis

Fri., January 14

10 am Divine Liturgy
St. Hilary, Bishop of Poitiers

Sat., January 15

10 am Divine Liturgy for Moses Leon on his 25th Birthday
Our Lady of the Sowing / St. John Calybites

Sun., January 16

Second Sunday after Epiphany / Memorial of the Chains of St. Peter
9 am for the Intentions of the Parishioners
11: 30 am Louis, Mary & John Nader & Charles Havel
Req. by Marilyn Nader
Philipe Malha
Req. by Line Malha

2021 Financial Standing

Ordinary Income
 Collections on Sundays & Holy Days: $193,852.12
 Cathedral Stipends from Marriages & Funerals, Hall Rent,
Candles, Breakfast, Luncheon, Raffle, Dues, Religious Education, Flowers .... $171,833.93
Total Ordinary Income: $365,686.05
Ordinary Expenses
 Payroll, Gas, Electricity, Building Insurance and Medical
Insurance, Leasing Equipment, TV, Phone, Internet,
Church, Hall & Office Supplies, Postage, Regular Maintenance, Charity, Eparchial Appeal, Insurance….
Total Ordinary Expenses: $277,510.86
Total Ordinary Income vs Expenses: $88,175.19

*******************************************************
*******************************************
Do you know? A couple of basic monthly expenses:
Cathedral monthly building insurance: $3,484.00
Monthly Eparchial Assessment & Bishop’s Appeal: $2,125.00
The Library is no longer renting the hall. The space was vacated at the end of October 2020. $90,000 was paid in settlement.

Thank you for your contribution
in helping maintain the Church
and in planning different activities

Req. by Mr. & Mrs. Jorge Leon

HELP LEBANON!
BY CHECK:
Make your donation to
Lebanon by sending a
check to the Eparchy
of St. Maron of
Brooklyn and in the
memo designate your
charity either to Caritas, Lebanon, Saint
Vincent de Paul or
The Franciscan Sisters
of the Holy Cross.
ONLINE:
You may also donate
online by clicking
here.
FAMILY-TO-FAMILY HELP
THROUGH CARITAS LEBANON
In coordination with Caritas Lebanon, a family in
the United States is now able to sponsor a family
in Lebanon. The sponsorship varies from $50 to
$100 per month depending on the size and the
need of the family.
Please click here to sponsor a family and for additional information.

Dear Parishioners & Friends:
I ended last week’s column by asking, “if the diversity in the
Church appears irreconcilable, how can we walk together in this
synod on Synodality?” In other words, what is the meaning of
synodality in a diverse Church?
The homily of Pope Francis given to entice the participation of
the faithful in the Synod emphasized three verbs: to encounter,
to listen to and to discern with each other. These three actions
go from easy to hard. It is not difficult to encounter people that
are different from us, that think distinctively, accentuate other
concerns, look different from the majority. The Church is undoubtedly a place to observe and
clearly see those who are not like
us. Most of us may have been part
of the same parish family for years,
but we may not even know the
name of the person who sits three
pews ahead of us and where they
come from. I hear it all the time,
“Abouna, if I see their face, I will
recognize them.” The Pope is telling us this is not enough and we
cannot stop at the encounter phase.
The parish family is not called to journey together in silence
with people only nodding their heads and raising their eyebrows
to acknowledge each other. The Church is not a parish FAMILY if its members do not communicate and communion means
communication. In the incarnation, Jesus was in synodos with
us, but in the Feast and the Season of the Glorious Epiphany, the
Trinity, the communion of the Father, the Son and the Holy
Spirit, are in synodos with all of humanity.
The direction provided by the Holy Father becomes more challenging in the next phase. The process of listening can be simply compared to people praying together in Church whether saying prayers or chanting hymns. The art of listening to each other
begins at the liturgy. We learn from choir masters that when we
sing together we are to listen to oneself 25% percent and keep
75% of the ear on the people around. The volume of the voice,
the correct pitch, the right speed, and knowing when to stop to
breathe is better controlled when listening mostly to others. In
the Maronite Church in the United States this becomes even
tougher for three languages are mostly used in the liturgy. Hearing the congregation from the altar, the priest can certainly detect the discrepancies. For example, when reciting the creed, it
is difficult for those not born in the US to pronounce the word
consubstantial or incarnate. Differences in speed are heard
right away, but recovery by most to catch up with the group is
also perceived. Now, this is synodality for me. Nonetheless,
when a few believe that they are right and everyone else is
wrong and try to forcefully set the tune of a hymn or a prayer,
this is not working together. For the English speaking, the Syriac dialogues may be a little demanding for them in uttering the
combination of different syllables. The more 25% us vs 75%
other is practiced the better we are in harmony. Listening is
hard work because it teaches the person I am only a quarter of
the whole and not the whole and it is not up me to carry the entire structure. The process can be long and might cause some to
be bored with it. Nonetheless, it has proven to be very effective.
Next time you are in Church, please keep your ears open and
listen to those around you. By doing this, you will not only
learn something about the Synod on Synodality,
but you will start living it.

Confraternity Meeting
There will be a meeting of the Confraternity on
Sunday January 9th after the 11:30 Divine Liturgy.
Letter for Annual Donations
Parishioners who for tax purposes would like a letter stating their annual contribution, please email
cathrectory@verizon.net or call the rectory at 718624-7228.

Vocations Awareness Poster-Essay
Students grades K to 12 are encouraged to participate in the Vocations Awareness Poster-Essay
Multimedia Contest through NAM. Click here
for guidelines and information. Also, you can see
Subdeacon Adonis El-Asmar or Marian Ciaccia
for more information. This year let us have more
students take part in the contest.

Interested in Joining the Choir?
The choir of the Cathedral would like to welcome
anyone interested in joining them to praise the
Lord in a more dedicated way. We are also looking for someone who knows the Maronite music
to play the organ. Please make sure to see Christiane Merhej after the 11:30 Divine Liturgy.
Cathedral Cedar Remembrance Tree
Parishioners and friends can now remember their
deceased and honor the living with their names on
the commemorative tree located in our Cathedral
Chapel vestibule. Please click here for more details.

Finance Council Recommendation
The Finance Council has recommended that parishioners set up their Church donation as an automatic payment. This is the best way to keep
supporting your spiritual home while on vacation
or out of town. You may also make your contribution online by clicking here. During the last
meeting, it was determined that $125.00 per
household a month will help meet the Church’s
budget.
Pilgrimage: In The Footsteps of Paul
A 10-day/8-night trip to Greece including a 3-day
cruise to the Greek Islands and Turkey, visiting Athens, Corinth, Mykonos, Ephesus, Patmos,
Crete, Santorini. Meteora, Veria, Vergina, Salonica, and Philippi. Departing September 25th, 2022
- $3,498 per person/double occupancy from New
York, including fuel surcharge and port taxes, if
they register with $500 by July 29th and save
$100. For more information please call Marleine
Aflak at 1-917-608-2996 or Tony Tannousis at 1718-987-3900.
Bulletin Advertisement
Business owners, you may advertise your businesses in the Church bulletin that reaches over
600 households via email. For more information
click here or call the rectory at 718-624-7228.

Hotel Details: Click Here
The Mayflower Hotel Tel: 202-347-3000
1127 Connecticut Ave NW, Washington DC 20036
$159 Standard King Bed / $169 Double Beds

BY CLICKING HERE

Sunday Readings
قراءات اد
ادلب ال ا

The First Sunday after the Epiphany
Second Letter to the Corinthians 10:1-11.
I myself, Paul, appeal to you by the meekness and
gentleness of Christ I who am humble when face to
face with you, but bold towards you when I am away!
I ask that when I am present I need not show boldness
by daring to oppose those who think we are acting according to human standards. Indeed, we live as human beings, but we do not wage war according to human standards; for the weapons of our warfare are not
merely human, but they have divine power to destroy
strongholds. We destroy arguments and every proud
obstacle raised up against the knowledge of God, and
we take every thought captive to obey Christ. We are
ready to punish every disobedience when your obedience is complete. Look at what is before your eyes. If
you are confident that you belong to Christ, remind
yourself of this, that just as you belong to Christ, so
also do we. Now, even if I boast a little too much of
our authority, which the Lord gave for building you
up and not for tearing you down, I will not be
ashamed of it. I do not want to seem as though I am
trying to frighten you with my letters. For they say,
‘His letters are weighty and strong, but his bodily
presence is weak, and his speech contemptible.’ Let
such people understand that what we say by letter
when absent, we will also do when present.

The Gospel according to Saint John 1:29-34.

The next day he saw Jesus coming towards him and
declared, ‘Here is the Lamb of God who takes away
the sin of the world! This is he of whom I said, "After
me comes a man who ranks ahead of me because he
was before me." I myself did not know him; but I
came baptizing with water for this reason, that he
might be revealed to Israel.’ And John testified, ‘I
saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove,
and it remained on him. I myself did not know him,
but the one who sent me to baptize with water said to
me, "He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit."
And I myself have seen and have testified that this is
the Son of God.’
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Kindly patronize the following with all your needs

St. Charbel In Every Home
Plaster on Wood
Size: 12"x9" in
Engraved Wood
Frame
Size: 81/2"x51/2"

To Place Your Ad Here
Please call the Church

Statue
Size: 24"x9"

Please call or email
Maurice Kinani
917-696-0027
Mauricekinani@aol.com
to place your order

To Place Your Ad Here
Please call the Church

Kindly patronize the following with all your needs
ELHILOW & ASSOCIATES P.C.
Attorneys at Law
Serving your legal needs in:

Personal Injury, Real Estate, Business and Estates

(718) 833-2100
(718) 833-0476 Fax
Serving New York and New Jersey

Prearrangement Simplifies a
Difficult Time

Cobble Hill Chapels

171 Court Street, Brooklyn, NY
The Largest Facility in
Downtown Brooklyn
(718) 875-1640

LASSEN & HENNIGS
Delicatessen, Bakery, Catering

114 Montague Street
Brooklyn Heights, NY
718-875-6272

Cedar Abstract &
Settlement Services Inc.
259 - 86th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11209
718-745-1120

Joseph M. Elhilow, President

The Custom House
139 Montague Street – Brooklyn Heights, N.Y.
Find us on Facebook — Phone: 718-643-6000
Find us on Seamless & Grubhum — we deliver!
Available for weddings, christenings, birthdays, showers and holiday parties

