Our Lady of Lebanon Maronite Cathedral
113 Remsen Street, Brooklyn, New York 11201
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For emergency call: (202) 829-4779

The Most Reverend Gregory J. Mansour, Eparchial Bishop
The Very Reverend Dominique Hanna, Rector
Subdeacon Norbert Vogl
Subdeacon Adonis El-Asmar

The Circumcision of Jesus & The Finding of the Lord in the Temple
January 2nd, 2022
Sat., January 1

11:30 am Divine Liturgy of the Circumcision of Jesus
Sts. Basil & Gregory, Doctors of the Church

Sun., January 2

Sunday of the Finding of the Lord in the Temple / Pope St. Sylvester I
9 am for the Intentions of the Parishioners
11: 30 am for Antoine Toum
Req. by Mr. & Mrs. Tony Saba

Mon., January 3

NO DIVINE LITURGY
Malachi the Prophet

Tues., January 4

10 am Divine Liturgy
Pope St. Caius / St. Elizabeth Ann Seton

Wed., January 5

10 am Divine Liturgy
St. Paul, the First Hermit / St. John Neumann

SEASON OF THE GLORIOUS EPIPHANY
Thurs., January 6

10 am Feast of the Glorious Epiphany for Earle & Teresa Layng & Family.
7:30 pm Feast of the Glorious Epiphany

Fri., January 7

10 am Divine Liturgy for Ruth, Ron & Raymond Hudson
Praises of St. John the Baptist

Sat., January 8

10 am Divine Liturgy in Thanksgiving for God’s Blessings & Graces Req. by Mr. & Mrs. Jorge Leon
St. Carterius the Priest

Sun., January 9

First Sunday after Epiphany / St. Eustartius
9 am for the Intentions of the Parishioners
11: 30 am for the Intentions of the Parishioners

November 2021 Financial Standing

Ordinary Income
 Collections on Sundays & Holy Days: $16,813.08
 Cathedral Stipends from Marriages & Funerals, Hall Rent,
Candles, Breakfast, Luncheon, Raffle, Dues, Religious Education, Flowers .... $23,790.35
Total Ordinary Income: $40,603.43
Ordinary Expenses
 Payroll, Gas, Electricity, Building Insurance and Medical
Insurance, Leasing Equipment, TV, Phone, Internet,
Church, Hall & Office Supplies, Postage, Regular Maintenance, Charity, Eparchial Appeal, Insurance….
Total Ordinary Expenses: $13,968.58
Total Ordinary Income vs Expenses: $26,634.85

*******************************************************
*******************************************
Do you know? A couple of basic monthly expenses:
Cathedral monthly building insurance: $3,484.00
Monthly Eparchial Assessment & Bishop’s Appeal: $2,125.00
The Library is no longer renting the hall. The space was vacated at the end of October 2020.

Thank you for your contribution
in helping maintain the Church
and in planning different activities

Req. by Mr. & Mrs. Jorge Leon

HELP LEBANON!
BY CHECK:
Make your donation to
Lebanon by sending a
check to the Eparchy
of St. Maron of
Brooklyn and in the
memo designate your
charity either to Caritas, Lebanon, Saint
Vincent de Paul or
The Franciscan Sisters
of the Holy Cross.
ONLINE:
You may also donate
online by clicking
here.
FAMILY-TO-FAMILY HELP
THROUGH CARITAS LEBANON
In coordination with Caritas Lebanon, a family in
the United States is now able to sponsor a family
in Lebanon. The sponsorship varies from $50 to
$100 per month depending on the size and the
need of the family.
Please click here to sponsor a family and for additional information.

Dear Parishioners & Friends:
For the next two years, the entire Universal Catholic Church will be
focusing on the Synod of the Bishops, a meeting of selected bishops, entitled For a Synodal Church: Communion, Participation and
Mission. Like many priests in the Church who have a lot to do, I
was not too enthusiastic about another gathering in the Vatican that
would issue yet another document to argue over causing more division and confusion in the Church.
Nonetheless, the Season of the Glorious Birth that will be ending
this Sunday made me think about the importance of how we are to
walk together. In his incarnation, Jesus “lowers himself into littleness. Littleness is the path that he chose to draw near to us, to touch
our hearts, to save us and to bring us back to what really matters” (Pope Francis’ Homily on Christmas 2021). Jesus, sent by
God, put on humanity and walked together with us. He actually
was in synodos with us. The Greek word synodos comes from syn
plus hodos and it means together plus way. God, the Word, chose
to walk our road by becoming man.
I was not too excited about the synod on Synodality because of the
huge diversity that is present in the Church today. I thought if we
are so widely diverse, how can we walk, think and find solutions
together? These days the Church looks so divided, with bishops
and priests across the world belonging to different, sometimes hostile, theological camps. We used to have Catholics who were either
conservative or liberal. Now we
have traditionalists who are strict
in interpreting Church teachings
and progressives who are lenient
with their moral views. They seem
as if they are in different Churches.
In the Maronite Church in the
United States, the diversity is widening. There are those who stress
that we are more a national Church
than anything else and those who
emphasize that the Maronite
Church has nothing to do with the ethnicity and the culture of its
faithful and where they come from. Furthermore, we have those
who want the entire liturgy to be in Arabic and those who want the
entire liturgy to be in English. Among the priests, some were born
in Lebanon and were formed, ordained and served there for a couple of years before they took an assignment in the United States. A
number of the presbyterate started their formation in Lebanon and
continued it in Our Lady of Lebanon Maronite Seminary in Washington, DC and were ordained to serve the Maronite parishes in the
United States. We cannot forget about the American born priests
of Lebanese descent who received their entire formation in the
United States, and those who are not of Lebanese descent. And
when we add a few married men who were ordained priests to the
mix, the blend seems not holding tight.
My friends, if the diversity appears irreconcilable, how can we
walk together in this synod on Synodality?
Next week, I will continue my column unfolding the
meaning of synodality in a diverse Church.

HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Vocations Awareness Poster-Essay
Students grades K to 12 are encouraged to participate in the Vocations Awareness PosterEssay Multimedia Contest through NAM.
Click here for guidelines and information. Also, you can see Subdeacon Adonis El-Asmar
or Marian Ciaccia for more information. This
year let us have more students take part in the
contest.
Interested in Joining the Choir?
The choir of the Cathedral would like to welcome anyone interested in joining them to
praise the Lord in a more dedicated way. We
are also looking for someone who knows the
Maronite music to play the organ. Please
make sure to see Christiane Merhej after the
11:30 Divine Liturgy.

Cathedral Cedar Remembrance Tree
Parishioners and friends can now remember
their deceased and honor the living with their
names on the commemorative tree located in
our Cathedral Chapel vestibule. Please click
here for more details.
Finance Council Recommendation
The Finance Council has recommended that
parishioners set up their Church donation as an
automatic payment. This is the best way to
keep supporting your spiritual home while on
vacation or out of town. You may also make
your contribution online by clicking here.
During the last meeting, it was determined that
$125.00 per household a month will help meet
the Church’s budget.
Pilgrimage: In The Footsteps of Paul
A 10-day/8-night trip to Greece including a 3day cruise to the Greek Islands and Turkey,
visiting Athens, Corinth, Mykonos, Ephesus,
Patmos, Crete, Santorini. Meteora, Veria, Vergina, Salonica, and Philippi. Departing September 25th, 2022 - $3,498 per person/double
occupancy from New York, including fuel surcharge and port taxes. if they register with
$500 by July 29th and save $100. For more
information please call Marleine Aflak at 1917-608-2996 or Tony Tannousis at 1-718-987
-3900.
Bulletin Advertisement
Business owners, you may advertise your businesses in the Church bulletin that reaches over
600 households via email. For more information click here or call the rectory at 718-624
-7228.
Lector Ministry
If you wish to be put on the next schedule of
lectors, please see Subdeacon Adonis ElAsmar or email the Church here

Hotel Details: Click Here
The Mayflower Hotel Tel: 202-347-3000
1127 Connecticut Ave NW, Washington DC 20036
$159 Standard King Bed / $169 Double Beds

BY CLICKING HERE

Christmas Flower Donations
Mr. & Mrs. Edgar Abi Dagher

In Memory of Deceased Members of their Family

Mrs. Phyllis Simon

In Memory of the Simon & Raffael Families

Mrs. Salma Vahdat

In Memory of the Besheer & Azizi Families

Mr. Joseph Nassif

In Memory of Bichara, Laurice & Marie Nassif

Mr. & Mrs. Chaouki Eladem

In Memory of Hanna Eladem & George, Margret
& Josephine Allaham

The Merhej Family

In Memory of Michel Merhej

Mr. Donald Shakal

In Memory of John & Helen Shakal

Amal & Ghassan Salem

In Memory of Jad G. Salem

Etienne & Madona Njeim

In Memory of Kamal Njeim

Pierre & Norma Haddad

For a Special Intention

Said & Victorine Habeche

In Memory of the Family

Mr. & Mrs. John Kahaly

In Memory of Jeanette Kahaly

Mr. & Mrs. Adib El Houayek

In Memory of their Beloved Family

Mrs. Marian Ciaccia

In Memory of Ronald Ciaccia & Joseph & Helen Sahadi

Mrs. Lydia Gordon

In Memory of Deceased Members of the Nofil & Gordon Families

The Shaia Family

In Memory of Philip & Lorraine Shaia

Karen Buono, Robert Shakal & Linda Case In Memory of William Shakal
Ms. Mary Ann Joulwan

In Memory of the Joulwan Family

Mr. & Mrs. Chehade Arnaout

In Memory of the Arnaout & Chawki Families

Mrs. Gloria Faour

In Memory of Mrs. Marie Rouadi

Mr. & Mrs. Tony Aflak

In Memory of Hyat Aflak & Habib Aflak

Mr. & Mrs. Patrick O’Sullivan

In Memory of Georges T. Mouawad

Samir & Rafka Hosri

In Memory of Deceased Members of their Family

Daniel R. Interdonati

In Memory of his Uncle, Bruce Hoke

Mr. & Mrs. Tony Tannousis

In Memory of John & Maria Maurides & Michael & Eleni Tannousis

Mrs. Carmela Hache

In Memory of Joseph & Adela Hache

Mr. & Mrs. William Safi & Family

In Memory of Joseph & Dalal El-Hawa

Mrs. Marie Schepis

In Memory of Deceased Members of her Family

Ms. Mary Tremmel

In Memory of The Nembauer Family

Sunday Readings
قراءات اد
Sunday of the Finding of the Lord in the Temple

لل ا

رس ي
ود ا ا و

أ

The Letter to the Hebrews 7: 11-19
If perfection had been attainable through the Levitical priesthood for the people received the law under this priesthood
what further need would there have been to speak of another
priest arising according to the order of Melchizedek, rather
than one according to the order of Aaron? For when there is
a change in the priesthood, there is necessarily a change in
the law as well. Now the one of whom these things are spoken belonged to another tribe, from which no one has ever
served at the altar. For it is evident that our Lord was descended from Judah, and in connection with that tribe Moses
said nothing about priests. It is even more obvious when another priest arises, resembling Melchizedek, one who has become a priest, not through a legal requirement concerning
physical descent, but through the power of an indestructible
life. For it is attested of him, ‘You are a priest forever, according to the order of Melchizedek.’ There is, on the one
hand, the abrogation of an earlier commandment because it
was weak and ineffectual (for the law made nothing perfect);
there is, on the other hand, the introduction of a better hope,
through which we approach God.
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The Gospel according to Saint Luke 2: 41-52
Every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of
the Passover. And when he was twelve years old, they went
up as usual for the festival. When the festival was ended and
they started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it. Assuming that he was in
the group of travelers, they went a day’s journey. Then they
started to look for him among their relatives and friends.
When they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to
search for him. After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking
them questions. And all who heard him were amazed at his
understanding and his answers. When his parents saw him
they were astonished; and his mother said to him, ‘Child,
why have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I
have been searching for you in great anxiety.’ He said to
them, ‘Why were you searching for me? Did you not know
that I must be in my Father’s house?’ But they did not understand what he said to them. Then he went down with them
and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His mother
treasured all these things in her heart. And Jesus increased in
wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favor.
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Kindly patronize the following with all your needs

St. Charbel In Every Home
Plaster on Wood
Size: 12"x9" in
Engraved Wood
Frame
Size: 81/2"x51/2"

To Place Your Ad Here
Please call the Church

Statue
Size: 24"x9"

Please call or email
Maurice Kinani
917-696-0027
Mauricekinani@aol.com
to place your order

To Place Your Ad Here
Please call the Church

Kindly patronize the following with all your needs
ELHILOW & ASSOCIATES P.C.
Attorneys at Law
Serving your legal needs in:

Personal Injury, Real Estate, Business and Estates

(718) 833-2100
(718) 833-0476 Fax
Serving New York and New Jersey

Prearrangement Simplifies a
Difficult Time

Cobble Hill Chapels

171 Court Street, Brooklyn, NY
The Largest Facility in
Downtown Brooklyn
(718) 875-1640

LASSEN & HENNIGS
Delicatessen, Bakery, Catering

114 Montague Street
Brooklyn Heights, NY
718-875-6272

Cedar Abstract &
Settlement Services Inc.
259 - 86th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11209
718-745-1120

Joseph M. Elhilow, President

The Custom House
139 Montague Street – Brooklyn Heights, N.Y.
Find us on Facebook — Phone: 718-643-6000
Find us on Seamless & Grubhum — we deliver!
Available for weddings, christenings, birthdays, showers and holiday parties

