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Sunday of the Announcement to Zechariah
November 14th, 2021
Sun., November 14

Sunday of the Announcement to Zechariah
9 am for the souls in purgatory
11:30 am for the souls in purgatory

St. Philip

Mon., November 15 NO DIVINE LITURGY
Sts. Gurias, Samonas & Adib the Deacon
Tues., November 16 10 am Divine Liturgy for Mark Nichik
for the souls in purgatory
St. Matthew the Evangelist

Req. by Christine Gookool

Wed., November 17 10 am Divine Liturgy for Bechara Abi Daher
for Salma Dahdah Azizi
St. Gregory the Wonderworker

Req. by Mr. &Mrs. Adib Houayek
Req. by Mrs. Salma Vahdat

Thurs., November 18 10 am Divine Liturgy for the souls in purgatory
St. Romanos & St. Rose Philippine Duchesne
Fri., November 19

10 am Divine Liturgy for the souls in purgatory
Pope St. Pontian

Sat., November 20

10 am Divine Liturgy for Ally Wu
for the souls in purgatory
St. Gregory of Decapolis

Req. by Mr. & Mrs. Maroun Mourad

Sun., November 21

Sunday of the Announcement to the Virgin Mary
9 am for Pierre Amine Gemayel
11:30 am for the souls in purgatory

Presentation of Mary in the Temple
Req. by Robert Perillo

October 2021 Financial Standing

Ordinary Income
 Collections on Sundays & Holy Days: $11,550.59
 Cathedral Stipends from Marriages & Funerals, Hall Rent,
Candles, Breakfast, Luncheon, Raffle, Dues, Religious Education, Flowers .... $14,777.00
Total Ordinary Income: $26,327.59
Ordinary Expenses
 Payroll, Gas, Electricity, Building Insurance and Medical
Insurance, Leasing Equipment, TV, Phone, Internet,
Church, Hall & Office Supplies, Postage, Regular Maintenance, Charity, Eparchial Appeal, Insurance….
Total Ordinary Expenses: $15,711.96

Total Ordinary Income vs Expenses: $10,615.63
******************************************************
********************************************
Do you know? A couple of basic monthly expenses:
Cathedral monthly building insurance: $3,484.00
Monthly Eparchial Assessment & Bishop’s Appeal: $2,125.00
The Library is no longer renting the hall. The space was vacated at the end of October 2020.

Thank you for your contribution
in helping maintain the Church
and in planning different activities

HELP LEBANON!
BY CHECK:
Make your donation
to Lebanon by sending a check to the Eparchy of St. Maron of
Brooklyn and in the
memo designate your
charity either to Caritas, Lebanon, Saint
Vincent de Paul or
The Franciscan Sisters
of the Holy Cross.
ONLINE:
You may also donate
online by clicking
here.
FAMILY-TO-FAMILY HELP
THROUGH CARITAS LEBANON
In coordination with Caritas Lebanon, a family
in the United States is now able to sponsor a
family in Lebanon. The sponsorship varies from
$50 to $100 per month depending on the size
and the need of the family.
Please click here to sponsor a family and for additional information.

Dear Parishioners and Friends,
Last week the Gospel story of Consecration Sunday, the beginning of
the liturgical year, took place at Caesarea Philippi, a city named after
Herod Philip of the Jews, a son of Herod the Great, and Cesar Augustus of the Romans. After Herod the Great died in 4 BC, his kingdom
was divided into four territories. Herod Philip became ruler of the
land west of the lake of Tiberias and its capital was Caesarea Philippi
alluding to the dual jurisdictions of the Romans and the Jews over it.
The Roman Pompey conquered the Promised Land in 63 BC. The
Greeks had been there since Alexander the Great had invaded the
Middle East in 330 BC. In Caesarea Philippi, a rich and fertile area
with hills and rocky terrain at the foot of Mount Hermon, the Greeks
built a pagan temple dedicated to Pan, a Greek god. The word pan in
the Greek language means all and Pan was the god of the wild, shepherds, flocks, nature, wild mountains, rural music, fertility and the
season of spring. The temple was a cave inside of which pagans believed there was a gate to the netherworld where fertility gods lived
during the winter. The pagans committed unspeakable acts in honor
of their deities to bring them back in the spring.
Jesus took his disciple to the rocky city of Caesarea Philippi with its a
gate to the netherworld where pagan gods crossed back and forth.
There he asked them about his identity and told them about the
Church. When Simon Peter confessed before the other disciples that
Jesus was the Messiah, the Son of the living God, the Lord replied
that Peter was the rock upon which the Church would be established
and the gates of the netherworld would not prevail against it. The geographical context of this passage from Matthew 16: 13-20 affirmed
the transformation in the life not only of the Jews, but of the pagans as
well. God the Father was initiating a new era by sending his Son Jesus Christ to save the whole world through his Church.
This Sunday we are starting the Season of the Birth of the Lord with
the celebration of the Announcement to Zechariah which took place
in the Temple of Jerusalem. So we are moving from the pagan temple
of Caesarea Philippi to the Jewish Temple of Jerusalem. In the mind
of pagans, the god Pan is a force and energy mostly in nature and animals representing natural power. The Jewish understanding of God
was that he was one and created beautiful nature and all its powers.
Nonetheless, while the Jews imprisoned God in the Temple of Jerusalem and made him accessible only to them, God wanted to be available to the world everywhere. The incarnation of Jesus Christ made
God the Father’s mission possible. In Luke 1: 1-25, the Angel Gabriel announced to Zechariah in his old age that he would have a son
who was to be called John. We learn from the words of the Angel
Gabriel about John’s mission, that God was eager to receive his people back. “He [John] will turn many of the people of Israel to the
Lord their God. With the spirit and power of Elijah he will go before
him, to turn the hearts of parents to their children, and the disobedient
to the wisdom of the righteous, to make ready a people prepared for
the Lord” (Luke 1: 16-17). In paganism, humans are primarily there
to please their gods and in Judaism, to sacrifice for God, but Christianity sees God as a person who is trying to get his people’s attention
and attract them to him. And John’s role is to convince the people
that God is turning his heart to them as parents turn their hearts to
their children and not the other way around, as in the pagan and Jewish religions. The Church planted all over the globe is the best sign
that God has been eager to meet each and every one
of us wherever we are in our journey of life.

Registration for the Lebanese Election
Registration for the 2022 Lebanese Elections
continues to November 20, 2021. One is
eligible to register as a non-resident voter if
one holds Lebanese citizenship and was born
before March 30, 2001. Eligible voters will
be able to register online here or in person at
the Lebanese Embassy or New York Consulate General. For more information go here,
here or here.
Estate Planning Presentation
Sponsored by the Confraternity, Attorney
Joe Elhilow will give a presentation on estate
planning on November 21 in the hall after
the 11:30 Divine Liturgy. All are welcome.
MYO Virtual Christmas Event
The National Maronite Youth Organization
will be hosting an hour-long evening prayer
virtually for the Christmas season. Theme:
Behold! / Date: Sunday, December 5, 2021
at 8 pm / Open to all youth ages 12-18 /
Where: Live on Instagram @maroniteyouth
Interested in Joining the Choir?
The choir of the Cathedral would like to welcome anyone interested in joining them to
praise the Lord in a more dedicated way.
We are also looking for someone who knows
the Maronite music to play the organ. Please
make sure to see Christiane Merhej after the
11:30 Divine Liturgy.
New Year’s Gathering
A few families from the Cathedral will be
gathering to celebrate New Year’s Eve in the
Church hall. If you would like to join them,
please see Charly & Jihane Ayoub. More
information to follow.
Salaam Club of NY 75th Anniversary Celebration
Please join the Salaam Club of New York to
celebrate their 75th Anniversary on Saturday, December 4, 2021 at the Legacy Castle,
Wayne, NJ. Hope to see you there. Remember all Journal advertisements are FULLY
deductible.
Sloan Kettering Toy Drive
A Christmas Toy Drive for the children
(newborn and up) of Sloan Kettering Cancer
Center will be in effect until December 17.
All toys must be brand new and unwrapped,
not used, no stuffed animals, no clothes. A
big box has been placed in the Cathedral to
the far right of the Altar for your convenience.
Pilgrimage: In The Footsteps of Paul
A 10-day/8-night trip to Greece including a 3
-day cruise to the Greek Islands and Turkey, visiting Athens, Cor inth, Mykonos,
Ephesus, Patmos, Crete, Santorini. Meteora,
Veria, Vergina, Salonica, and Philippi. Departing September 25, 2022 - $3,498 per person/double occupancy from New York, including fuel surcharge and port taxes. if they
register with $500 by July 29th and save
$100. For more information please call Marleine Aflak at 1-917-608-2996 or Tony Tannousis at 1-718-987-3900

BY CLICKING HERE

Saturday, December 4th, 2021

Sunday Readings
قراءات اد
Sunday of the Announcement to Zechariah
Letter to the Romans 4: 13-25
The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his
descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. If it is the
adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void.
For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation.
For this reason, it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace
and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but
also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, as it
is written, ‘I have made you the father of many nations’) in the presence of the
God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the
things that do not exist. Hoping against hope, he believed that he would become
‘the father of many nations’, according to what was said, ‘So numerous shall
your descendants be.’ He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own
body, which was already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old),
or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. No distrust made him
waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave
glory to God, being fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. Therefore, his faith ‘was reckoned to him as righteousness.’ Now the words,
‘it was reckoned to him’, were written not for his sake alone, but for ours also. It
will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the
dead, who was handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our
justification.

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke 1:1-25
Since many have undertaken to set down an orderly account of the events
that have been fulfilled among us, just as they were handed on to us by those
who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and servants of the word, I too
decided, after investigating everything carefully from the very first, to write
an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, so that you may know
the truth concerning the things about which you have been instructed. In the
days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly order of Abijah. His wife was a descendant of Aaron,
and her name was Elizabeth. Both of them were righteous before God, living
blamelessly according to all the commandments and regulations of the Lord.
But they had no children, because Elizabeth was barren, and both were getting on in years. Once when he was serving as priest before God and his section was on duty, he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to enter the sanctuary of the Lord and offer incense. Now at the time of
the incense-offering, the whole assembly of the people was praying outside.
Then there appeared to him an angel of the Lord, standing at the right side of
the altar of incense. When Zechariah saw him, he was terrified; and fear
overwhelmed him. But the angel said to him, ‘Do not be afraid, Zechariah,
for your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and
you will name him John. You will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He must never
drink wine or strong drink; even before his birth he will be filled with the Holy Spirit. He will turn many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God.
With the spirit and power of Elijah he will go before him, to turn the hearts
of parents to their children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.’ Zechariah said to the
angel, ‘How will I know that this is so? For I am an old man, and my wife is
getting on in years.’ The angel replied, ‘I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence
of God, and I have been sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news.
But now, because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in
their time, you will become mute, unable to speak, until the day these things
occur.’ Meanwhile, the people were waiting for Zechariah, and wondered at
his delay in the sanctuary. When he did come out, he could not speak to
them, and they realized that he had seen a vision in the sanctuary. He kept
motioning to them and remained unable to speak. When his time of service
was ended, he went to his home. After those days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she remained in seclusion. She said, ‘This is what
the Lord has done for me when he looked favorably on me and took away the
disgrace I have endured among my people.’
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َ وْ وي وا ي َْ ي بإَي ي ا و ة لوْ يةليْا
ْ  ا ا ْل يإ ْ ب واا يْرا و يْ أ ي ْ ولِي،َإ
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ةَ ولا يْرا ووْا ا ةلاإل
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ْلإاقو ب ف ي َ يْر وز ا يق ْ أ ب ْ و
ليب «أيمية يبإ ويي يْرا وو ب ي
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بيب لولووُيةايةتا يا ي ْ أ ي ْ ير ية يَ ْ ي،اد ي ةة ا ي ي ْي و ْ ْ يرأي
الر لول ة ا ف اد ي ةة و الة
 ياا ُيِ يع ة:يّبإل، أ ي ْ ِبرا و ي
!.ِمي يظ ير لول ة فووِيةا ولوب ي ال ية ي يِو و ْ اي ْو و الِةة

Kindly patronize the following with all your needs

St. Charbel In Every Home
Plaster on Wood
Size: 12"x9" in
Engraved Wood
Frame
Size: 81/2"x51/2"

To Place Your Ad Here
Please call the Church

Statue
Size: 24"x9"

Please call or email
Maurice Kinani
917-696-0027
Mauricekinani@aol.com
to place your order

To Place Your Ad Here
Please call the Church

Kindly patronize the following with all your needs
ELHILOW & ASSOCIATES P.C.
Attorneys at Law
Serving your legal needs in:

Personal Injury, Real Estate, Business and Estates

(718) 833-2100
(718) 833-0476 Fax
Serving New York and New Jersey

Prearrangement Simplifies a
Difficult Time

Cobble Hill Chapels

171 Court Street, Brooklyn, NY
The Largest Facility in
Downtown Brooklyn
(718) 875-1640

LASSEN & HENNIGS
Delicatessen, Bakery, Catering

114 Montague Street
Brooklyn Heights, NY
718-875-6272

Cedar Abstract &
Settlement Services Inc.
259 - 86th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11209
718-745-1120

Joseph M. Elhilow, President

The Custom House
139 Montague Street – Brooklyn Heights, N.Y.
Find us on Facebook — Phone: 718-643-6000
Find us on Seamless & Grubhum — we deliver!
Available for weddings, christenings, birthdays, showers and holiday parties

