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Sunday after the Birth of Our Lord  
December 27th, 2020 

 

Sun., December 27 Sunday after the Birth of Our Lord  
   11: 30 am Forty Day for Marlena Azzi    Req. by the Hache Family  
 

Mon., December 28  NO DIVINE LITURGY  
    The Adoration of the Magi 
 

Tues., December 29  10 am Divine Liturgy for Jorge Leon’s Intentions Req. by Barbara Leon and Family  
    The Flight into Egypt & the Killing of the Holy Innocents  
 

Wed., December 30  10 am Divine Liturgy for Thomas Chimienti  Req. by Mrs. Susan Lopez 
    The Return from Egypt to Nazareth  
 

Thurs., December 31  10 am Divine Liturgy for Simon Besheer   Req. by Mrs. Salma Vahdat 
     
 

Fri., January 1   11:30 am Divine Liturgy of the Circumcision of Jesus (Holy Day of Obligation)  
     
 

Sat., January 2   10 am Divine Liturgy  
     
 

Sun., January 3 Sunday of the Finding of Our Lord in the Temple 
   11: 30 am for the Intentions of the Parishioners  

 

Financial Standing November 2020 
Ordinary Income 
 Sundays & Holy Days Collections: $9,305.33 
 Cathedral Stipends from Marriages & Funerals, Lower 

Hall Rent, Candles, Breakfast, Luncheon, Raffle, Dues, 
Religious Education, Flowers .... $8,668.00 

 Total Ordinary Income: $18,012.15 
 

Ordinary Expense 
 Payroll, Gas, Electricity, Building Insurance  and Medical 

Insurance, Leasing Equipment, TV, Phone, Internet, 
Church, Hall & Office Supplies, Postage, Regular 
Maintenance, Charity, Eparchial Appeal, Insurance….  

 Total Ordinary Expense: $14,343.96 
 

Total Ordinary Income vs Expense: $3,669.19 
 

*****************************************************
********************************************* 

 

Do you know? A couple of basic monthly expenses:  
Cathedral monthly building insurance: $3,484.00 
Monthly Eparchial Assessment & Bishop’s Appeal: $2,125.00 
 

No income was brought in as extraordinary income. The 
Library did not pay the May, June, July, August, Septem-
ber and October rents. They vacated the Church Hall at 
the end of October.   
 

Thank you for your contribution  
in helping maintain the Church  

and in planning different activities 

HELP   LEBANON! 
 
BY CHECK:  

Make your do-
nation to Leb-
anon by send-
ing a check to 
the Eparchy of 
St. Maron of 
Brooklyn and 
in the memo 
designate your 
charity either 
to Caritas, 
Lebanon, or 
Saint Vincent 
de Paul. 

 
 

ONLINE: 
You may also donate online by 
clicking here  

https://www.stmaron.org/donate-for-lebanon


Dear Parishioners & Friends:  
 

Let me start my reflection by wishing all of you, your families and 
friends a blessed, joyful and holy Christmas season.  We have 
come to this Christmas amid a lot of pain and doubts.  Some of us 
are burdened by conflicts, confusion, deaths, misunderstandings, 
economic uncertainties, health problems and worries about the fu-
ture and that of our children.  The sad feelings of missing someone, 
being missed, or being away from family and friends are being 
combined with the joy of the birth of the Lord. I am mentioning all 
this to assure you that what we are experiencing today is not far 
from what the characters we encountered in the Gospels throughout 
the Season of the Birth of Our Lord went through.  
 

Will the joy of Christ’s incarnation overcome the sadness of to-
day’s world?  
 

Let us look back to see how our experience pretty much matches 
the experience of those we met while we were moving from one 
Sunday to another during this Season of the Glorious Birth of Our 
Lord.  Zechariah doubted the Archangel Gabriel, but Elizabeth 
conceived.  Elizabeth went into seclusion and hid herself from the 
people for nine months, but in the end her neighbors and relatives 
knew and rejoiced at the birth of John.  Mary was afraid and ques-
tioned the angel, but she conceived the Son of God.  Joseph, at 
first, felt betrayed, but the angel, in a dream, assured him that the 
one to be born of Mary was from the Holy Spirit and was the Son 
of God Most High.  The shepherds were first terrified when the 
glory of the Lord shone around them, but they went anyway to see 
if what the angel told them was true.  As the angel was speaking to 
them, Luke 2: 13 states, “And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God, ‘Glory to God in the 
highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!’ 
”  When the shepherds saw Mary, Joseph, and the child lying in the 
manger, they made known what had been told them about this 
child.  All who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds re-
counted.  The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for 
all they had heard and seen.  Those who were terrified were now 
chanting, praising and glorifying God. The shepherds became like 
the angels.  Not only that, but at the incarnation, the earth became 
the dwelling place of God and the cave served as heaven with the 
manger as the new angelic throne.  
 

Even if we refuse, doubt, decline or reject God’s initiative in our 
lives, his plan is going to be fulfilled, if not in us, in other people 
and through different means.  God had spoken through various 
signs in the past and people did not follow him, but in due time he 
spoke through his only Son who took flesh and dwelt among us.  A 
few years ago the United States Senate was able to pass a health 
bill forcing the insurance companies to accept people with pre-
existing conditions.  If the government was able to do that, imagine 
what God could do.  God accepts us with pre-existing conditions 
and with post-existing conditions.  He knows our weaknesses, but he accepts us anyway.  He knows our comings and 
goings and he stands at every turn in our life waiting for us to call on him.  
 

My friends, the joy of Christ’s incarnation surpasses by far the sadness of today’s world.  On this blessed night may 
our fears be transformed to praises, our confusions to certainties, our conflicts to peace, our divisions to unity.  Like the 
shepherds, let us make known the message that we have been told about this Child, the Ancient of Days.  
 

Christ is born!  Alleluia!  
 

 

Sloan Kettering Gift Card Drive 
Instead of the usual toy drive for Christmas, a 
Christmas Gift Card Drive for the children 
(newborn and up) of Sloan Kettering Cancer 
Center will be in effect through January 10th.  
This is the best way to keep the children at 
Sloan safe during the pandemic.  Please bring 
your Amazon $25 gift card to Church and give 
it to Chris Safi.  For more information please 
see Chris Safi.   

 

Salaam Club Scholarship  
The Salaam Club of New York has extended 
the deadline to apply for its scholarships to De-
cember 31st. High school graduates and col-
lege freshmen are welcome to apply.  Please 
click here for the application.  

 

Altar Server Schedule 
Subdeacon Norbert is putting together a sched-
ule for the altar servers. We will only have two 
servers each Sunday helping on the Altar.  
Please register your children with Subdeacon 
Norbert.  

 

Bulletin Advertisement 
Business owners, you may advertise your busi-
nesses in the Church bulletin that reaches over 
600 households via email.  For more infor-
mation click here or call the rectory at 718-624
-7228.  

 

Cathedral Cedar Remembrance Tree 
Parishioners and friends can now remember 
their deceased and honor the living with their 
names on the commemorative tree located in 
our Cathedral Chapel vestibule. Please click 
here for more details.   

 

Finance Council Recommendation 
The Finance Council has recommended that 
parishioners set up their Church donation as an 
automatic payment.  This is the best way to 
keep supporting your spiritual home while on 
vacation or out of town.  You may also make 
your contribution online by clicking here.  

 

Lector Ministry  
If you wish to be put on the next lector’s 
schedule, please see Subdeacon Adonis El-
Asmar or email the Church at cathrecto-
ry@verizon.net  

 

http://ololc.org/doc/Scholarship%20Form%20Salam%20Club.pdf
http://ololc.org/doc/weeklyad.pdf
http://ololc.org/doc/cathtree.pdf
http://ololc.org/doc/cathtree.pdf
http://ololc.org/index.html


Christmas Flower Donations 

Mr. & Mrs. Samir Hosri  In memory of Najla Abi Hanna and Fahme & Edward Hosri  

The Abi Habib Family  In memory of Youssef Abi Habib  

Mr. & Mrs. Antoine Faisal  In memory of Michel Faisal  

Mrs. Phyllis Simon    In memory of the Simon and Raphael families 

Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Hachiti  In thanksgiving for the living and deceased members of their family 

Mr. Joseph M Caram   In memory of Manuel and  Mannelia Caram  

Mrs. Barbara Jebaily Stellato  In memory of the Jebaily family  

Mrs. Marian Ciaccia   In memory of Ronald Ciaccia and  Joseph & Helen Sahadi 

Mr. & Mrs. Charly Ayoub  In memory of Salam Moussa Chakar  

Mrs. Salma Vahdat   In memory of Simon and  Hasna Besheer 

Mr. Michael Boulos   In memory of Lynne Boulos  

Mrs. Marie Schepis   In memory of Violet and  Mike Owen  

Marleine Aflak    In memory of Elie R. Safi  

Mr. & Mrs. William Safi   In memory of Joseph and Dalal El-Hawa  

Mr. & Mrs. Chaouki Eladem   In memory of George & Margret Allaham & Haneh & Josephine  Eladem  

Mary Lee Andronaco   In memory of Josine Pangallo 

Pierre & Norma Haddad  For a special intention and for all Covid-19 deceased 

Mrs. Gloria Faour   In memory of Mrs. Marie Rouadi 

The Merhej Family   In memory of Michel Merhej  

Mr. & Mrs. Adib El Houayek  In memory of their beloved family 

Mrs. Lydia Gordon   In memory of the deceased members of Nofil and Gordon families 

Lorraine Padalino   In memory of Najib and Linda Akel 

John & Sonia Abi Habib  In memory of Youssef & Ghassan Abi Habib & Mazen & Nabila Suweidan 

Joseph & Joy Nassif    In memory of Laurice, Bichara and Marie Elizabeth Nassif  

Mrs. Carol Hamid   In memory of Henry & Rachel Hamid 

The Shaia Family    In memory of Philip & Lorraine Shaia 

Mary Ann Joulwan   In memory of the Joulwan family 

Mr. & Mrs. Tony Tannousis  In honor of John Maurides, M/M Michael Tannousis & M/M Michael Kari   

Mr. & Mrs. John Shaia  In memory of Philip & Lorraine Shaia 

Mr. & Mrs. Patrick O’Sullivan  In memory of their deceased family members   



Sunday Readings 

 قراءات   اد  
 

  
The Second Letter of Paul to the Corinthians 11: 1-9. 
I wish you would bear with me in a little foolishness. Do 
bear with me!  I feel a divine jealousy for you, for I prom-
ised you in marriage to one husband, to present you as a 
chaste virgin to Christ. But I am afraid that as the serpent 
deceived Eve by its cunning, your thoughts will be led 
astray from a sincere and pure devotion to Christ.  For if 
someone comes and proclaims another Jesus than the one 
we proclaimed, or if you receive a different spirit from the 
one you received, or a different gospel from the one you 
accepted, you submit to it readily enough.  I think that I am 
not in the least inferior to these super-apostles.  I may be 
untrained in speech, but not in knowledge; certainly in eve-
ry way and in all things we have made this evident to you.  
Did I commit a sin by humbling myself so that you might 
be exalted, because I proclaimed God’s good news to you 
free of charge?  I robbed other churches by accepting sup-
port from them in order to serve you.  And when I was with 
you and was in need, I did not burden anyone, for my needs 
were supplied by the friends who came from Macedonia. So 
I refrained and will continue to refrain from burdening you 
in any way. 
  
The Gospel according to Saint Matthew 23:29-24: 2 
‘Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you 
build the tombs of the prophets and decorate the graves of 
the righteous, and you say, "If we had lived in the days of 
our ancestors, we would not have taken part with them in 
shedding the blood of the prophets." Thus you testify 
against yourselves that you are descendants of those who 
murdered the prophets. Fill up, then, the measure of your 
ancestors.  You snakes, you brood of vipers! How can you 
escape being sentenced to hell?  Therefore I send you 
prophets, sages, and scribes, some of whom you will kill 
and crucify, and some you will flog in your synagogues and 
pursue from town to town,  so that upon you may come all 
the righteous blood shed on earth, from the blood of right-
eous Abel to the blood of Zechariah son of Barachiah, 
whom you murdered between the sanctuary and the altar.  
Truly I tell you, all this will come upon this generation.  
‘Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and 
stones those who are sent to it! How often have I desired to 
gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood 
under her wings, and you were not willing!  See, your house 
is left to you, desolate. For I tell you, you will not see me 
again until you say, "Blessed is the one who comes in the 
name of the Lord." ’  As Jesus came out of the temple and 
was going away, his disciples came to point out to him the 
buildings of the temple.  Then he asked them, ‘You see all 
these, do you not? Truly I tell you, not one stone will be left 
here upon another; all will be thrown down.’ 
  

  

 1:11-9 سالة   لسلا   نلةاإلة   للق   تس     سرإ ار

ِ، َتل،  َِ   !،اتِعِماتِْت   لِوِحل    ُليِ ،َ َِ يِق   ُِِل ِ، َتل،              !يا   وَِتي، ل   ِتُييَِتح   يُِليِ
ِِ ي ل    َُِ!يََتح   ت،ِ َع ا   ِتحل، ا    تِ   حت َِ فإ،لت،    غِِاا َ   ِي ُِيَتح   ِاُيِ  ِ    يل   ِِلت،    

  ِ َِا ،    َِ َتح   و،ِتي ،   ِيُاِ ح ِِ ا َ   تِوِ ،َتحل   ِتِا   غُِاِتَّ،    تِلي،َْ         .ََِِ ت، َِ لت،    غِ تت،

ي،ِما    َِ ُِ   يَُ ِ  َ   غُِفِتاَ َتح   تيِيِِلت، َ   ِيهُ   !ِِ ا حَل   ِتات، ِ ا   ِلت، ُت ، ِِ ،!
ي  ، ِِ ِما   ت،  ِص، َُ َِ ِ   ِاُي ،   حت،ا          !تو، َتح   غِِل ب   يَِ!بت، َ   !،يَِ ت ِ   ر َِ ف ِت   ِعا

   ِ َِ يِق   ر ت ل   غِت   و،ُلع، َِ َِ    ِاُي ِ   حت،ا    ل،ُ يَ ا   ر ل   غِتُ   ل،ُ يَح   َ تلق !ِب، لِاَتح   !، ،
يه ِ، َتلِ َ   ِ ح ، ت ل   تَِتُليَح   يُِليِ َِ َِ!،ُ يَ تغَِظهُّ   غِلت،    ِتحُ   غُِليَ ُ   ف       !ِاُي ِ   حت،ا    

  َ َا   ِيهُ   غِِتا!، ،   حت ُّ  .ِب 
فِي، ل تِتيُِ  ِ!ي،ل،ا تَِتح  ُو ، ِِ ُِ ف   ِ، ل فِِ ُ ََّ ِتات، ا ف  ِتِ فإ،ُه َتُلََّ ِ اِاعق

ي  ،ِ احِ   حتِع ِِ َا   غِ ُِ   ف    َت ت،   ِب  ي ِْل   ِِلت،          .اِت، ،َ َِ غِيَِ حل     ُ يِِتُ!ََّ   
القا؟  ِتيُِ   ع، ِِ ي ،  ي،  ا ِ!ب، يََتح !إ،ُلع، ِِ ُلِ  ِتحِ ُوََّ ِلُ    ت،يُِ يِ ،وَتح غُِليَحل ي،

ي،َتح ِِ  ُ ،َ ُلِما   حتل، ِيِِْ   ت، ،ِ اقح    ،َ ِ خل   ر َُ َ ُلِ َتحل         .ِ  ُِ!ََّ   ِتلِا ، ِ   غ ا   َتُلََّ   ي، ،ِ تتِ
ِت َ    َُ َِ    ِ  ، َ   ح ، ُلَتحل   ِِه،   ِيِت ،     ِِ ُوت، ل   ِتح   غَِْيت، ُ   ِي     غِِل ا    َِ تغِلا   

َا   غِ ،   غَِْيت، ِ    ُصََّ   ف    َت ت،   ِب  ُيَ تل،يِْ    تَِ    ِل ، ِِ هُ    ،ِ حت،ايهِ   ِعاَوتح   
ا  .ِي ُِيَتحل   تِ حُِلِ  َ   غُِي ق

  

 2::9:-2::: إجل    نلّيسلا        سقن

َُّ   يِ تَ      َِ حَوتهت   »َا ِ      حت  يُّتهِ   حت ي ، غِتِتي َ   تَِتحل   غِيُِّما   حتِتيِ!َِْ   تحت ِ ت،
ِ حف،هِ   حُِِ!ِ ح ل ِِ تيِيَتتَته    تِت    ِِل،َتح   يُِ!لَتهِ   ََ!َت ِ   حُِِل!،يِاَل   تيَِ يت،لَتهِ   

ا   ِباِ ُتلِاَ ح   ف    ِ ح،   حُِِل!،يِاَ ِِ فِحُِليَح   يُِبِمَ تهِ   ي       .َتل،ا   ف    غِي،اح،   ر!ِا ،لِا   تِ

ْ،   حُِِل!،يِاَ ََ   َِيِ ِ َتح   غِل،َتح   غُِ!لِا ا   ِتي ِ   ر!ِا ،َتح  .غُِل َ ، ألَتح   غُِليَح   غُِي ق ُِ غِيُِّما      !فِٱ

ْ،   ِعِمل،ح؟ هُ   ِ ُيلَتلِ ،ِ ُِ   ِ ا   غِلِا    حتِلي،اََّ   ِلُ  َ   حِِفِاي، ت   ِتُي ِ   يُِمَ !َتهِ    ت،ات،
َِ تِتيِ!ِْل فِيُِييَ َتِه !ُِوِ َمح تيُِص ،!َتهل  ا ِِ َِ تَلِت َ  و،تِيَتح غُِل!،يِا غَُ  ،

ُيلِْل ، ِِ ْا   و،ت     ِِ يلِ هُ    ،ِ َ تلَِمح    َِا ، َتحل   تيَ و، ،ِ ِعا ِِ  تيُِع ،َ تهِ   !ُِوِ َمح   ف    
هُ   ِ ح،   ِ ا!،ي ِ   حت!ِا ت،    ،ِ ُِ   ي     حُِِ بل    ا   َ  ، ِلي،    ِييِ ِ   ِي ُِيَتح   َت ُّ   ِ حا   ِ ت، ت

ُا!ِ  ِِ ُي ، ،   تحت ِِ ت َ   !ُِيهِ   حت َِ ي،ال   حت،ا    َِيُِ يَ ي،ا   ُ!ه،   !ِِ ت، َ،     .و،ت    ِ ح،   ِ ِت ، غِتِل

ي ت   غَتِ ِب يحل   غَتِ ِب يحل   يِا    ُِ   ِي      اِح   حتع، غََِت َ   تَِتح    ِ ِييِ َ   َت ُّ   ات،
   ِ ِِ ِِ ، ا   غِِ ُ ََّ   غِهُ   غُِع ُ ِ  ،ُيهِ   و،تُِيِمات   ِتحُ    َِ ِْ   حت ِِ َِاي، ِِْ   حُِِل!،يِاَل   تِ حع،

ِما   يُِلَِّ   ِعلِاِلُيِمال   تِتحُ   يَ يَ تح َِ ِعاِعَْ   ف،ِ ح ِِ َ   حت ، ا   يُِع ِِ ُ،   ِت   !غُِت ِ 
ِه حآلِه  ،ِ َِ ح!قات  فإ،لت،  ََِِتَ  تَِتح  تُِه يِِ ُتل   َُ تَِتح  َ ِتاِح ِ!ييََتح يَيُِ 

َت  ُب   حآلي    !،ٱُ ح،   حت ، !ِاِ  َِ هِ     .«!و،ت    غِهُ   يِيَتتَتح     ،ِ ِ جِ   يَِ ت َ    َِ ت

ْ،   حتِمُيِت  ياَ َ   يَُ  ،يَتهِ   لِِظِ  َ   و،ت    غُِ!ل،يِ ،ِ ل َ   يِِ ،ِ ِ      فِِ لِا    ِِ   .حتِمُيِت ،   ت
َِ   تَِا ِ   تَِمح     ُِ   »فِحِِعا َ،   غََِت َ   تَِتح    تِهُ   يَيُِ  غِ    يُِلَظ تهِ    اِح   َت ، َ؟   غِتِل

 .«َ لِا   ِلِع ب   ِي     ِلِع ا   و، ،   تيَُلِيب

  



 

Kindly patronize the following with all your needs  

 

ELHILOW & ASSOCIATES P.C. 

Attorneys at Law 
Serving your legal needs in: 

Personal Injury, Real Estate, Business and Estates 
 

(718) 833-2100                 (718) 833-0476 Fax 
Serving New York and New Jersey 

 
Prearrangement Simplifies a 

Difficult Time 

Cobble Hill Chapels 
171 Court Street, Brooklyn, NY 

The Largest Facility in  
Downtown Brooklyn 

 

(718) 875-1640 

 

  

LASSEN & HENNIGS 
Delicatessen, Bakery, Catering  

114 Montague Street 

Brooklyn Heights, NY 

718-875-6272 

 
Cedar Abstract & 

Settlement Services Inc. 
259 - 86th Street 

Brooklyn, NY  11209 
718-745-1120 

 

Joseph M. Elhilow, President 

The Custom House 
139 Montague Street – Brooklyn Heights, N.Y. 

Find us on Facebook — Phone: 718-643-6000 

Find us on Seamless & Grubhum — we deliver! 
Available for weddings, christenings, birthdays, showers and holiday parties 



 

Kindly patronize the following with all your needs  

 
 
 
 

To Place Your Ad Here 
Please call the Church  
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OUR LADY OF LEBANON  
CATHEDRAL 

  

 


