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First Sunday after the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross  
September 20, 2020 

Sun., September 20  First Sunday after the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
    11: 30 am  40 Day Divine Liturgy for Joshua Sharbel Allam   Req. by  
    His Aunt Mrs. Norma Abbas-Bato & Family in New York, Virginia, Utah & Lebanon  
 

Mon., September 21  NO LITURGY     

     
 

Tues., September 22  10 am Divine Liturgy for Joseph Georges  Req. by Majida Georges  
    St. Phocas  
 

Wed., September 23  10 am Divine Liturgy 
     
 

Thurs., September 24  10 am Divine Liturgy  
    St. Thecla, First Woman Martyr 
 

Fri., September 25  10 am  Divine Liturgy  
     
 

Sat., September 26  10 am Divine Liturgy  
     
 

Sun., September 27  Second Sunday after the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
    11: 30 am Divine Liturgy for Hasna Azizi Besheer   Req. by Mrs. Salma Vahdat  

 Financial Standing August 2020 
Ordinary Income 
 Sundays & Holy Days Collections: $13,544.62 
 Cathedral Stipends from Marriages & Funerals, Lower Hall 

Rent, Candles, Breakfast, Luncheon, Bake Sale, Dues, Reli-
gious Education, Flowers, ...: $5,334.00 

 Total Ordinary Income: $18,878.62 
 

Ordinary Expense 
 Payroll, Gas, Electricity, Building Insurance  and Medical In-

surance, Leasing Equipment, TV, Phone, Internet, Church, 
Hall & Office Supplies, Postage, Regular Maintenance, Chari-
ty, Eparchial Appeal, Insurance,...  

 Total Ordinary Expense: $18,925.15 
Total Ordinary Income vs Expense: -$46.53 
 

No income was brought in as extraordinary income. The Li-
brary did not pay the May, June, July & August rent. We 
were recently informed the Library will be moving before the 
end of 2020.  
—————————————————————————— 

Collection Taken up at  
Prayer Service for Lebanon August 25 

 $1,705 in cash sent to the Antiochene Orthodox Metropoli-
tan for Saint George Hospital.  

 $2,300 in checks to the Eparchy earmarked for  the Patr i-
arch Solidarity Fund.  

 $1,000 in checks for Our Lady of Lebanon. One check for  
$200 was earmarked for Saint Vincent de Paul.  The others 
marked Lebanon aid were sent to the Patriarch Solidarity 
Fund.   

 $10,000 from the Coptic Archbishop for  the Patr iarch Soli-
darity Fund, portions of which will go for the Coptic, Armeni-
an and Antiochene Orthodox communities in Beirut.  

Thank you for your generosity  

HELP   LEBANON! 
 
BY CHECK:  

Make your dona-
tion to Lebanon 
by sending a 
check to the Ep-
archy of St. 
Maron of Brook-
lyn and in the 
memo designate 
your charity ei-
ther to Caritas, 
Lebanon, or 
Saint Vincent de 
Paul. 

 
 

 
ONLINE: 
You may also donate online by 
clicking here  

https://www.stmaron.org/donate-for-lebanon


Dear Parishioners & Friends:  
 

This Sunday is the first Sunday after the 
Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross.  
The Gospel we read is taken from Mark 10: 
35-45 and is given the title Ambition of 
James and John in the New American Bible 
translation.  It appears, in this Season so far, 
that the more we reflect on the cross, the 
more Christ’s humanity is highlighted.   
 

In last week’s Gospel, Christ said, “Now my 
soul is troubled. And what should I say– 
‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it is for 
this reason that I have come to this hour. Fa-
ther, glorify your name.” Then a voice came 
from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will 
glorify it again” (John 12: 27-28).  This emo-
tional and spiritual distress of Jesus, the Son 
of God, mixed with doubtful thoughts is bal-
anced by assurances of his Father’s glory,  
coming after his triumphant entry into Jerusa-
lem.  It is a prayer emphasizing a human kind 
of anxiety that all of us share with the Messi-
ah.  It is a cry of the heart that calls out to 
glorify the Father in the midst of the worri-
some events of life.  Do we glorify God in the 
midst of our suffering?   
 

The dialogue of Christ with James and John 
offers another side of Jesus’ human character 
and shows how each one of us can be a better 
person.  When James and John said to Jesus, 
“We want you to do for us whatever we ask 
of you,”  these two disciples are asking their 
master to do a task for them and it is not an 
easy one.  It is usually the other way around:  
the teacher charges the student to do things 
for him.  It is a very odd request, yet it shows 
how close the two brothers were to Jesus.  
They saw in their Lord someone that they 
could freely speak to and ask anything of.  He 
was their master, but also a close friend, 
someone who could keep their secrets and 
advise them in their daily struggles.  Do peo-
ple confide in us and do they feel free to tell 
us about their ambitions?  Do they calculate 
every single move they make around us so 
we will not betray them?   
 

Jesus’ humanity is revealed even more when 
he tells James and John that to sit at his right 
or at his left is not his to give but is for God 
the Father.  This humble attitude is summa-
rized beautifully in a hymn in the Letter of 
Paul to the Philippians.  It reads, “Christ Je-
sus, though he was in the form of God, did 
not regard equality with God something to be grasped. Rather, he emptied himself taking the form of a slave.  Coming 
in human likeness, he humbled himself becoming obedient to death, even death on the cross” (Philippians 2: 6-11).  
Our Lord and God Jesus Christ desired to be meek and humble in taking flesh, but James and John wanted to govern 
and be like gods next to Jesus to exercise authority over other human beings. 
 

Jesus is teaching us how to glorify God when we are in pain, how to be trustworthy and approachable for others, and 
how to be humble, but sometimes all that we want is to tell God  
what to do as James and John did. 

Maronite Catholic Formation (Sunday School) 
In-person and Online 
Registration for Sunday School is on its way.  It is of extreme im-
portance to hand down the faith to our children (1st to 12th Grade) 
and our Sunday Formation is one small way to do so. Thus, everyone 
is encouraged to register their children.  Classes begin on Sunday, Oc-
tober 4th at 10 am.  There will be one session in person at the Church 
and two on Zoom.  We are working on a schedule of the sessions now.  
Please help us by registering using our form, so we can plan accord-
ingly. Please print the form online and email it to Lily Elhaje or the 
Church.  

 

Deacon & Mrs. Frangie Farewell  
As part of his formation to the priesthood, Deacon Peter was appoint-
ed to serve as deacon at St. Anthony Maronite Church in Glen Allen 
(Richmond), Va., for the next six months starting October 1.  There 
will be a farewell reception for him and his wife on Sunday, Septem-
ber 27 in the driveway after the 11:30 am Divine Liturgy.  

 

Picnic at the National Blue Army Shrine of Our Lady of Fatima  
We are planning a picnic on Saturday, October 3rd at the Blue Army 
Shrine (674 Mountain View Road East, Asbury, NJ 08802).  Every-
one will meet at the Shrine at 11:00 am.  The Rosary is at 11:30 am 
followed by Mass at 12 Noon. Picnic tables are available on a first 
come, first served basis.  Please bring your own prepared and cooked 
food (grilling is not allowed) and do not forget your masks and sani-
tizers.  Please email the Church if you are going.   

 

Arabic Class Registration 
Arabic Class registration has begun. Please see Leila Vogl if you are 
interested. The first class is on Oct. 10 at 10 am.  

 

2020 Virtual Benefit Dinner 
Please join us for a Virtual Event on Thursday, October 1, 2020, at 
7:00 pm Eastern Time. Your participation this year is so important. 
All friends and supporters of the Maronite Church are invited. You 
may register online by clicking here or obtain a printed invitation for 
the event by sending an email here or by calling 718-237-9913. Please 
consider attending and supporting this important event for the Epar-
chy. 

 

Altar Server Schedule 
Subdeacon Norbert will be putting together a schedule for the altar 
servers. We will only have two servers each Sunday helping on the 
Altar starting Sunday, October 4.  Please register your children with 
Subdeacon Norbert.  

 

Order of St. Sharbel Sunday  
This year, October 11 is designated as “Order of Saint Sharbel Sun-
day” in our Eparchy.  The Order of Saint Sharbel is vitally important 
in providing financial and spiritual support for our seminarians, who 
are crucial for the future of our Maronite Church.  This year we have 
four men studying in Washington and two in Lebanon for our Epar-
chy.  Please prayerfully consider joining the Order. You may enroll 
online here or ask Father for more information. 

 

Lector Ministry  
If you wish to be put on the next lector’s schedule, please see Subdea-
con Adonis El-Asmar or email the Church at cathrecto-
ry@verizon.net.  

http://ololc.org/doc/mcf2020-2021.pdf
mailto:lily2ma@aol.com
mailto:cathrectory@verizon.net
mailto:cathrectory@verizon.net
mailto:cathrectory@verizon.net
http://www.stmaron.org
mailto:saintmaron@yahoo.co
http://www.orderstsharbel.org


https://www.stmaron.org/virtual-benefit-2020
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdIWjXPejma23rn1Evakvaw6Ee05tr6BIW1ZS0NPzev_-jddg/viewform
https://www.maroniteyouth.org/




Sunday Readings 

 قراءات   اد  
 

 
 
 

 

First Sunday after Holy Cross 
The Second Letter to 2 Timothy 2: 1-10  
Be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus; 
and what you have heard from me through many wit-
nesses entrust to faithful people who will be able to 
teach others as well. 
Share in suffering like a good soldier of Christ Jesus. 
No one serving in the army gets entangled in everyday 
affairs; the soldier’s aim is to please the enlisting of-
ficer.  And in the case of an athlete, no one is crowned 
without competing according to the rules. 
It is the farmer who does the work who ought to have 
the first share of the crops. 
Think over what I say, for the Lord will give you under-
standing in all things.  Remember Jesus Christ, raised 
from the dead, a descendant of David that is my gospel,  
for which I suffer hardship, even to the point of being 
chained like a criminal. But the word of God is not 
chained. 
Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the elect, 
so that they may also obtain the salvation that is in 
Christ Jesus, with eternal glory. 
 
The Holy Gospel according to Saint Mark 10: 35-45 
James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to 
Jesus and said to him, ‘Teacher, we want you to do for 
us whatever we ask of you.’  And he said to them, 
‘What is it you want me to do for you?’ 
And they said to him, ‘Grant us to sit, one at your right 
hand and one at your left, in your glory.’ 
But Jesus said to them, ‘You do not know what you are 
asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or be 
baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?’ 
They replied, ‘We are able.’ Then Jesus said to them, 
‘The cup that I drink you will drink; and with the bap-
tism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized; 
but to sit at my right hand or at my left is not mine to 
grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared.’ 
When the ten heard this, they began to be angry with 
James and John. 
So Jesus called them and said to them, ‘You know that 
among the Gentiles those whom they recognize as their 
rulers lord it over them, and their great ones are tyrants 
over them.  But it is not so among you; but whoever 
wishes to become great among you must be your serv-
ant, and whoever wishes to be first among you must be 
slave of all. For the Son of Man came not to be served 
but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many.’ 

ب   عي    صل    ا   ل   اد     ادل 

  1:2-10رسا ة   ا ّ   ب   عا ب   ا إاىلة   ت و    ل ا ال 
    ُ    ِليِ ،  ،   يِ  ت 

َ َ، و   يلِِ ِّع    َ،الَت،  يِا،   ِلِِّ  .يا   وَتِي، و   ْتِ، يِو   يا   ت
ا      ت ،ِام ا   ت مَِِا و    ِتِع، يدو   و،م  ُ،   ك ث تعِ   ِ ِ، ت، ت ِ ش  َت،    َ، ْمِا   مِي،  ِِ     م،

تِ   ِ   تِم أ َ    ي  غِت،ي  ِ ا   َُ، يدِ   م أ   تيِ ش  يت،  .جِ ،
ِ   لِال، ِ   ل،غيِ ،  ،   يِ  ت  تِ ،  َ  ٍّ ِ   ،ُ ِ،يِال،   ِليِلِكِّا َ،    ُ    تم    ،ُ  .كِا

َ    ي ت  ، ِ    ُ،   ِليِ ، ل، ِّاو   و، ِ   تُِِعِ   تِ ت ا    ُ    ِم م  َ ثِي، ِ   يِ تِ ،  َ د    ج  ْمِا   م،
 .مِد    جَِِّ ِ   

ِ  ،   ِم ل تل ِِ ،َ   ِ ُِ غ، إ    و،نِّ   و، ِ   لِا ُ،     ن   يَِِال    و،    .ْمِد    ي اِا
دِ   ِلِِّيِت ل،   م، ِّْ صِ   َالَِّا،  ،   ِمِ ِِ ِ   يِِ  ِ     لِ     ِل ث    ِلِّ  ،ُ ا ِِ  .ِْل
ا   ُ      لت،   كِ    ي  ِْ   مِ    م، اِ   ُثِ  ل    ُ    مِا   توِ تلَّ   ِْلتِّ  !يُمِِّ

ل،    د    ،ِ   تُِِو   ْم تِ   م، د    َِ د،   ِممِ  ِ   واِبِ   م، يِ ِ ِّت    يِ  ت ِ   ِليِ ،  ِ   ِلِّ 
ِ  ،   و،، ٍّ، غ، و ِِ عو   َ،  ْ  عِِ

دِّ   ِ غ،يِاِ    ،   ن    بو   لالله، ت،  ٍّ ُ،   مِِِّو   ِلك   تعِ   ِ ي  ل    ِليِلِكِّا ِيِ، ِ   ُ،  ،   تمِ  ِلِّ 
 .ي كِ ِّ 

اِغ تِ   م أ     ِ يدو   ل، ِ ،ُ ِاِ  َ ل،   ِلي  د    تجِ  ر،ت    اغو     لت،   كِ   ِ   م، ل، ل،اِ   تلِ 
تِ  َِإي،   ُ    ِليِ ،  ،   يِ  ت ِ   مِاِ   ِليٍِّ  ،   ِمَِِ ، ا   اغو   ِل  .تيِ ش 

 
 

 35:10-45. تىجلل   ا ّ   ب    رقب

َِ هِ   و   ْواِن   لِ  َّ    َِ َِا     َ ي تمَِِّاو   ت ِْ     ْ د    يِ  ت ِ   يِ  ك ت تأو   »عِ،ِا   م، ياِ   م  غِ،
ُلِ اِ  َاِِ   لَِِا     لِّ   ما   ،ِ   َ    ياِ  ي     تِ  .«، ت،

يِاَّ    َِاِ   لاِلله يِا »ُكِالِ   لثِ  َ    تلِ  َ،   تِ ي ِِ  .«مِا ِِ   ي ت،
ِم، ي   »وان   لِ  َّ    ِْ دِو   ِْم، ي   اِد   ييِ، َ،اِو   ْ غ،يِ   ُ    مٍِّ  ،  ٍِّ،    َ َِا   تِ تاِ م،

دِ  ،ُ  .«اِد    يِِ ا
يِا   يِ  ت َّ    َ    »ُكِالِ   لثِ  َ،   تِ ِمِ،  ِا غ راََِّ   مِل    يِ   َ،   مِا   يمِ  و،،ِّالله يِا   ن   يِ  غيِِا

يِّا،   ِلِِّ     تع، َ    يِِِ يِِّ ِِ   َ،اليِ  ي  ْ   تِ تَِ ثا   تِ،اِ    تِ تَِِا   ِلاِللهُ  ِ   ِلِِّ    تكِ  يلِ 
 .«تيِِ يِِّ     َ،ثِا   تِ،ِا 
ِمِ، ا»وان   لِ  َّ    يِا   يِ  ت َّ    .«،ِ   تَِ ثا   »ُِكِالِ   لثِ  تلِ اِللهُ      ِلِِّ    تِ،ِا   تكِ 

َ،   َ،ثِا يِّا    ِلِِّ    تِ،ِا   تيِِ يِِّ     َ،ثِا   مِِِِ يِِّ ِِ تع، تَِاِ،،ثاو   ِْليِ  ي   .مِِلِ 
ِِ     و،نِّ    َِ َ    تمِ  ِو   ُغِ  يِ   ل،    تِ ،ُ ْ    اِد    يِِ ا ِ غ ت     اِد    ييِ، َ،    ت ا   ِلٍّ  تمِِّ

أ  .«ل،غِّ يدِ   ت ا، ِّ   لثِ 
ي تمَِِّا ِْ    ِْ د    يِ  ك ت َِ   م، ِْ   يِ  ِاِ  ت َْو   َِ تِ  ت  َِ اِ   ِل لِِتِلآ    ِن ا   مِي،  .ْليِِّ

أَّ    ِ مِا ِ   »ُ اِِام أ   يِ  ت     و،لِ   ،   ْوِالِ   لثِ   ُ    َِ ْ َِّ   ِلِّ يدِ   ي   ِرِتِ  َِ   تِ ت يِ  غيِ 
أ َِ   اِغِ  ث، ا اِيِاِ م أ   يِِِِ غِّم ت ِْ أو    ،ثِ   .ِم مِأ،   يِ  تعْ 

َِ   ُ، الله أ    َ    ياِلله ت ِعِ   تِ ُِ ت    َِ  َاِلله أ   ماِلله ِو   َلِ    مِد    تِ ِ أ   ُغِ  يِ   ِممِ  ا   تِ،  تمِِّ
ا م  اع، َِ او   ُغ  اِلله د    لاِلله أ     .اِا، ي 

لِ   َ  َاِلله أو   ُغِ  اِلله د    اِر   ِ   ل،غ ٍِّي، ا  ِّْ َِ   ِمِ َ    ياِلله ت ِعِ   تِ ُِ  ْمِد    تِ
َ   بو   ْيِر   لِ   ،ِ  ِ      ُ، ِ      َ  بِو   َلِ    ل، ِ ُ،   ل،   ا   لأِ    يُِ  َ،   تيِ ش  ، ِ ا َ دِ   ِس، َِّ   ت مِ

 .«اِد    ِ ِ، تيد
  



 

Kindly patronize the following with all your needs  

 

ELHILOW & ASSOCIATES P.C. 

Attorneys at Law 
Serving your legal needs in: 

Personal Injury, Real Estate, Business and Estates 
 

(718) 833-2100                 (718) 833-0476 Fax 
Serving New York and New Jersey 

 
Prearrangement Simplifies a 

Difficult Time 

Cobble Hill Chapels 
171 Court Street, Brooklyn, NY 

The Largest Facility in  
Downtown Brooklyn 

 

(718) 875-1640 

 

Heights Café 
84 Montague Street 

718-625-5555 

Come see us at Dellarocco 
214 Hicks Street — 718-858-1010 

  

LASSEN & HENNIGS 
Delicatessen, Bakery, Catering  

114 Montague Street 

Brooklyn Heights, NY 

718-875-6272 

 
Cedar Abstract & 

Settlement Services Inc. 
259 - 86th Street 

Brooklyn, NY  11209 
718-745-1120 

 

Joseph M. Elhilow, President 

The Custom House 
139 Montague Street – Brooklyn Heights, N.Y. 

Find us on Facebook — Phone: 718-643-6000 

Find us on Seamless & Grubhum — we deliver! 
Available for weddings, christenings, birthdays, showers and holiday parties 



 

Kindly patronize the following with all your needs  
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Please call the Church  
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OUR LADY OF LEBANON CATHEDRAL 


