Our Lady of Lebanon Maronite Cathedral
113 Remsen Street, Brooklyn, New York 11201
(718) 624-7228 | ololc.org | cathrectory@verizon.net
The Most Reverend Gregory J. Mansour, Eparchial Bishop
The Very Reverend Dominique Hanna, Rector
Deacon Peter Frangie
Subdeacon Norbert Vogl
Subdeacon Adonis El-Asmar

Divine Liturgy Schedule

Tuesday through Saturday at 10:00 am
Sunday at 9:00 am and 11:30 am
Holy Day at 10 am & 7:30 pm
St. Sharbel the 22nd of each month
at 7:30 pm except on Saturday or Sunday

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

First Friday of the month at 10:40 until noon

Reconciliation

10:15 am to 10:45 am Sunday
11:00 am to 11:45 am First Friday
and upon request.

Initiation Rites (Baptism—Chrismation) Parents and Godparents must meet
with the Rector for instruction and
then a time will be set for the Baptism
and Chrismation.
Mystery of Crowning (Marriage)

The Rector must be notified at least six
months in advance to set up instruction.

Hospital and Sick Calls

Notify the Rector as soon as possible.

New Parishioners

All are welcome at Our Lady of
Lebanon Cathedral. Please notify the Office
of the Rector to become a member.

Sunday of the Entrance into Lent/ Miracle at Cana in Galilee
February 23, 2020
Sun. February 23

Sunday of the Entrance into Lent/ Miracle at Cana in Galilee
9:00 am
Maryann Perun
Req. the Leon Family
11:30 am
Intentions of the Parishioners

Mon. February 24

7:30 pm Divine Liturgy of the blessing and Imposition of Ashes

Tues. February 25

10 am Divine Liturgy

Wed. February 26

10 am Divine Liturgy
For Tania Gaston & Francisco Ledesma

Thurs. February 27

10 am Divine Liturgy

St. Thalaleus, Disciple of St. Maron

Fri.

February 28

10 am Divine Liturgy

Sts. Koura & Marana, Disciples of St. Maron

Sat. February 29

10 am Divine Liturgy

Establishment of the Chair of St. Peter in Antioch

Sun. March 1

Req. Victor & Stella Gaston

Sunday of the Healing of the Leper
Sts. Domnina, Disciple of St. Maron & Afdokia of Baalbek
9:00 am
Intentions of the Parishioners
11:30 am
Intentions of the Parishioners

Financial Standing January 2020
Ordinary Income
Sundays & Holy Days Collections: $11,953.00
Cathedral Stipends from Marriages & Funerals, Lower Hall
Rent, Candles, Breakfast, Luncheon, Bake Sale, Dues, Religious Education, flowers, ...: $6,227.00

Total Ordinary Income: $18,180.00

Ordinary Expense
Payroll, Gas, Electricity, Building Insurance
($40,129.00 paid annually which means $3,345.00 a
month) and Medical Insurance, Leasing Equipment,
TV, Phone, Internet, Church, Hall & Office Supplies,
Postage, Regular Maintenance, Charity, Eparchial Appeal, Insurance,...
Total Ordinary Expense: $58,987.46
Total Ordinary Income vs Expense: -$40,807.46
We also brought in some extraordinary income in
the amount of: $42,641.67 (which included Libr ar y
Rent, Donations for specific projects, and the Capital
Campaign)

Thank you for your contribution
in helping maintain the Church

Sunday Readings
Lectors and Ushers (age 16 and up) are needed.
Please email the church if you are interested
February 23, 2020

Sun. of the Entrance into Lent
Miracle at Cana in Galilee
Reading: Romans 14:14-23
Gospel: John 2:1-11
Lectors: 9:00 am
Raymond Gill
11:30 am
Marise Frangie - English
11:30 am
Micha Nakhle - Arabic
March 1, 2020
Sunday of the Healing of the Leper
Reading: Romans 6:12-23
Gospel: Mark 1:35-45
Lectors: 9:00 am
Raymond Gill
11:30 am
Viviane Akl - English
11:30 am
Charly Ayoub - Arabic
March 8, 2020

Sunday of the Healing of the
Hemorrhaging Woman
Reading: 2 Corinthians 7: 4-11
Gospel: Luke 8:40-56
Lectors: 9:00 am
Raymond Gill
11:30 am
John Eladem - English
11:30 am
Darine Safi - Arabic
March 15, 2020
Sunday of the Prodigal Son
Reading: 2 Corinthians 13: 5-13
Gospel: Luke 15:11-32
Lectors: 9:00 am
Raymond Gill
11:30 am
Viviane Akl - English
11:30 am
Edward Antonios - Arabic

Dear Beloved Parishioners:
The Prayer of the Faithful of the Maronite Church
summarizes the beginning of Lent for us in a wonderful way. It reads:
Great Lent is a time for change, for transformation.
The Maronite Church begins Great Lent with Cana
Sunday, a commemoration of the transformation of
water into wine at the wedding feast of Cana at Galilee. This anticipates Christ changing wine into his
blood and bread into his body at the Last Supper.
Cana of Galilee was the town where Nathaniel lived
and it is to this town that Jesus will return to heal the
son of the royal official. The actual circumstances of
the wedding are unknown. Perhaps Nathaniel had
invited Jesus and his followers to the wedding feast
in his village. According to Jewish law, the wedding
of a virgin was to take place on a Wednesday. The
wedding was to be followed with eight days of celebration and an abundance of food and drink was essential. At this the wedding when the wine began to
diminish, Mary had only to mention to Jesus that
something was going wrong: “They have no wine.”
Jesus understood that his Mother was not simply
making an observation, but was seeking his powerful
intervention. At first, Jesus responded with an apparent refusal, “Woman (a term of respect which he
would also use on the cross), how does this concern
of yours involve me?” The reason for his response
was that his hour had not yet come, namely the hour
of his death and resurrection, after which he would
answer all the prayers of his Mother.
Jesus came into the world for a definite purpose and
task, as we all do. He did not see his life in terms of
the immediate needs of any particular moment, but
only in terms of his purpose and the eternal plan of
the Father. Mary knew that her prayer would not be
refused; she told the servants to do whatever he told
them. Mary trusted in her Son and her request was
fulfilled. She told them as she tells all of us: “Do
whatever my Son tells you.” Jesus instructed the
servants to fill the six water jars. The number six
might be significant because in the mentality of the
time, six was an imperfect number (seven was considered as perfection). The six jars can represent the
imperfection of the old law, which Jesus is to fill
with the wine of the Gospel and of his grace. The
imperfection of law was transformed into the perfection of grace. These jars held 180 gallons of water,
which would be transformed into excellent wine.
What was originally lacking is now to be found in
superabundance. Jesus knew that the lack of wine
would be a source of embarrassment to the groom
and misfortune for the guests. He did not rejoice in
the misfortune of others, but used his great power to
save a simple man of Cana from humiliation. Let us
imitate his example and be concerned with the simple
needs of those around us and how we can fulfill
them.”

Have a happy Lent

Ash Monday
The Liturgy of the Blessing and Imposition of Ashes on the
foreheads will be held on Monday, February 24th at 7:30 pm.
Stations and Benediction of the Cross
Every Friday of Lent beginning Friday, February 28th at
7:30pm, we will pray the Stations and Benediction of the Cross.
The service will be followed by a Lenten Supper.
Traditional Fasting & Abstinence Observance
Those who wish to observe the traditional Maronite practice of
fasting and abstinence are invited to follow this practice. According to the Synod of Mount Lebanon of 1736, every weekday
of Lent (Monday through Friday) is a day of fasting and abstinence from meat and dairy products (eggs, butter, milk etc.)
Fasting involves eating and drinking nothing at all (except water
and medicine) from midnight until noon. The rest of the day normal meals can be taken but without meat or dairy products. Saturdays and Sundays are exempt from fasting and abstaining as
are the following feast days: St Maron on Feb, 9th if it falls during Lent, the 40 Martyrs on March 9th, and St. Joseph on March
19th.
The 2020 Eparchial Annual Lenten Appeal
A second collection for the Eparchial Charities Appeal will be
taken every Sunday during the Season of Great Lent starting on
Sunday March 10th. We are asked to raise $5,500 to participate
in this awesome mission of the Eparchy. Please read the Bishop’s letter inside.
Catholic Relief Services Lenten RICE BOWL
Join our faith community—and more than 14,000 Catholic communities across the United States—in a life-changing Lenten
journey with CRS Rice Bowl. Pick up your family’s CRS Rice
Bowl at the end of the Divine Liturgy. During the 40 days of
Lent, we will reflect on the challenge of global hunger and how
it affects our human family. Read more here.
Letter for Annual Donations
Parishioners who for tax purposes would like a letter stating
their annual contribution . Please email cathrectory@verizon.net
or call the rectory at 718-624-7228
Palm Sunday Children’s Participation
Parents who would like their children to participate in this year's
Palm Sunday Divine Liturgy, please contact Leila Vogl.
Vocations Awareness Poster-Essay
Students grades K to 12 are encouraged to participate in the Vocations Awareness Poster-Essay Multimedia Contest through
NAM. Click here for guidelines and information. Also you can
see Adonis El-Asmar or Marian Ciaccia for more information.
This year let us have more students take part in the contest.

Free Online NFP Session
In order to make sure that couples gain proper understanding of
Natural Family Planning, per the Statutes of the Eparchy (No.
71), a free online session is offered to learn an overview of NFP
methods and the introductory session to the Creighton Model
FertilityCare System presenting the theology and the scientific
aspect of NFP. The following are the dates and times:
Saturday February 8, 2020 at 9:30 am
Tuesday March 10 at 7:30pm
Thursday April 30 at 7:30pm
Tuesday May 19 at 7:30pm
Monday June 8 at 7:30pm
To sign up for one of the sessions please contact Marise Frangie
at 914-393-8907 or sanctityoflife@live.com

Order of Saint Sharbel Matching Grant

The 2020 Eparchial Annual Lenten Appeal
A Second Collection for the Eparchial Charities Appeal will be taken every Sunday during the Season of Great Lent
starting on Sunday March 10th. We are
asked to raise $5,500 to participate in this
awesome mission of the Eparchy. Please
read the Bishop’s letter.

Sunday Readings
قراءات اد
First Sunday of Great Lent: Cana Sunday
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The Letter to the Romans 14: 14-23.
I know and am persuaded in the Lord Jesus that nothing
is unclean in itself; but it is unclean for anyone who
thinks it unclean. If your brother or sister is being injured by what you eat, you are no longer walking in love.
Do not let what you eat cause the ruin of one for whom
Christ died. So do not let your good be spoken of as
evil. For the kingdom of God is not food and drink but
righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. The
one who thus serves Christ is acceptable to God and has
human approval. Let us then pursue what makes for
peace and for mutual edification.
Do not, for the sake of food, destroy the work of God.
Everything is indeed clean, but it is wrong for you to
make others fall by what you eat; it is good not to eat
meat or drink wine or do anything that makes your brother or sister stumble. The faith that you have, have as
your own conviction before God. Blessed are those who
have no reason to condemn themselves because of what
they approve. But those who have doubts are condemned if they eat, because they do not act from faith;
for whatever does not proceed from faith is sin.
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The Gospel according to Saint John 2: 1-11.
On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee,
and the mother of Jesus was there.
Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said
to him, ‘They have no wine.’ And Jesus said to her,
‘Woman, what concern is that to you and to me? My
hour has not yet come.’ His mother said to the servants,
‘Do whatever he tells you.’ Now standing there were six
stone water-jars for the Jewish rites of purification, each
holding twenty or thirty gallons.
Jesus said to them, ‘Fill the jars with water.’ And they
filled them up to the brim. He said to them, ‘Now draw
some out, and take it to the chief steward.’ So they took
it. When the steward tasted the water that had become
wine, and did not know where it came from (though the
servants who had drawn the water knew), the steward
called the bridegroom and said to him, ‘Everyone serves
the good wine first, and then the inferior wine after the
guests have become drunk. But you have kept the good
wine until now.’ Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in
Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples
believed in him.
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Kindly patronize the following with all your needs
ELHILOW & ASSOCIATES P.C.
Attorneys at Law
Serving your legal needs in:

Personal Injury, Real Estate, Business and Estates

(718) 833-2100
(718) 833-0476 Fax
Serving New York and New Jersey

Prearrangement Simplifies a
Difficult Time

Heights Café

Cobble Hill Chapels

84 Montague Street

The Largest Facility in
Downtown Brooklyn
(718) 875-1640

Come see us at Dellarocco

171 Court Street, Brooklyn, NY

718-625-5555

214 Hicks Street — 718-858-1010

LASSEN & HENNIGS
Delicatessen, Bakery, Catering

114 Montague Street
Brooklyn Heights, NY
718-875-6272

Cedar Abstract &
Settlement Services Inc.
259 - 86th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11209
718-745-1120

Joseph M. Elhilow, President

The Custom House
139 Montague Street – Brooklyn Heights, N.Y.
Find us on Facebook — Phone: 718-643-6000
Find us on Seamless & Grubhum — we deliver!
Available for weddings, christenings, birthdays, showers and holiday parties

Kindly patronize the following with all your needs
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