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Divine Liturgy Schedule   Tuesday through Saturday at 10:00 am 
      Sunday at 9:00 am and 11:30 am 
      Holy Day at 10 am & 7:30 pm  
      St. Sharbel the 22nd of each month  
      at 7:30 am except on Saturday or Sunday  
 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament First Friday of the month at 10:40 until noon 
 

Reconciliation    10:15 am to 10:45 am Sunday 
      11:00 am to 11:45 am First Friday  
      and upon request. 
 

Initiation Rites (Baptism—Chrismation) Parents and Godparents must meet  
      with the Rector for instruction and  
      then a time will be set for the Baptism  
      and Chrismation. 
       
Mystery of Crowning (Marriage)  The Rector must be notified at least six  
      months in advance to set up instruction. 
 

Hospital and Sick Calls   Notify the Rector as soon as possible. 
 

New Parishioners    All are welcome at Our Lady of  
      Lebanon Cathedral. Please notify the Office 
      of the Rector to become a member. 



First Sunday after Epiphany  
January 12, 2020 

 

Sun. January 12  1st Sunday after Epiphany  
   9:00 am  Intentions of the Parishioners 

   11:30 am Habib & Hayat Aflak &     By Mr. & Mrs. Tony Aflak  
       Michel Habib Aflak  
     Davis Paul Popkings     by Mr. & Mrs. John Shaia  
 

Mon. January 13  NO LITURGY    St. Jacob of Nisibis    
     
 

Tues. January 14  10 am Divine Liturgy  
     
 

Wed. January 15  10 am Divine Liturgy   Our Lady of the Sowing/ St. John Calybites  
    For Moses Maron Leon on his 23rd Birthday   By the Leon Family  
 

Thurs. January 16  10 am Divine Liturgy    In Honor of St. Peter in Chains  
     
 

Fri.    January 17  10 am Divine Liturgy    St. Anthony the Great  
     
 

Sat.   January 18  10 am Divine Liturgy    St. Athanasius of Alexandria 
         Establishment of the Chair of St. Peter in Rome  
 

Sun. January 19  2nd Sunday after Epiphany   St. Macarius the Egyptian  
   9:00 am  Intentions of the Parishioners 

   11:30 am Intentions of the Parishioners 

  
 
 

 

Sunday Readings  

Lectors and Ushers (age 16 and up) are needed.  
Please email the church if you are interested  

 
January 12, 2020  1st Sunday after Epiphany  
Reading: 2 Corinthians 10:1-11 
Gospel: John 1:29-34 
Lectors: 9:00 am Raymond Gill 
 11:30 am Sandra Suweidan-Nemeh - English  
 11:30 am Joseph Kallassy - Arabic  
 
January 19, 2020  2nd Sunday after Epiphany 
Reading: 2 Corinthians 4:5-15 
Gospel: John 1:35-42 
Lectors: 9:00 am Raymond Gill 
 11:30 am Roger Shammas - English  
 11:30 am Norma Haddad - Arabic  
 
January 26, 2020  3rd Sunday after Epiphany 
Reading: Galatians 3:23-29 
Gospel: John 3:1-16 
Lectors: 9:00 am Raymond Gill 
 11:30 am Tiana Eladem - English  
 11:30 am Paula Ashkar - Arabic  
 
February 2, 2020  Sunday of the Priests 
Reading: 1 Timothy 4:6-16 
Gospel: Luke 12:42-48 
Lectors: 9:00 am Raymond Gill 
 11:30 am Sonia Abi Habib - English  
 11:30 am Joseph Madi - Arabic  

Financial Standing December 2019 
 
Ordinary Income 
Sundays & Holy Days Collections: $41,292.00 
 

Cathedral Stipends from Marriages & Funerals, Lower Hall 
Rent, Candles, Breakfast, Luncheon, Bake Sale, Dues, Reli-
gious Education, flowers, ...: $36,500.00 
Total Ordinary Income: $77,792.00 

 
Ordinary Expense 
Payroll, Gas, Electricity, Building and Medical Insur-
ance, Leasing Equipment, TV, Phone, Internet, Church, 
Hall & Office Supplies, Postage, Regular Maintenance, 
Charity, Eparchial Appeal, Insurance,...  
Total Ordinary Expense: $44,724.88 

 
Total Ordinary Income vs Expense: $36,067.12 

 
We also brought in some extraordinary income in 
the amount of: $29,436.67 (which included Library 
Rent, Donations for specific projects, and the Capital 
Campaign) 
 
 

Thank you for your contribution  
in helping maintain the Church  

and in planning different activities 
 

 
 

Women’s ministry 

 
“The world doesn't need 
what women have, it needs 
what women are” Saint Te-
resa Benedicta of the Cross 
said. Encouraging women 
to flourish and be who God 
is calling them to be is very 
essential. To help all ladies 
live up to their vocation, 
please check our women’s 
ministry page here for sug-
gestions.  
 

 
For more information about our ministry 

Check here and watch the video. 

mailto:cathrectory@verizon.net
https://www.familyandsanctityoflife.org/womens-ministry.html
https://www.familyandsanctityoflife.org/


Dear Beloved Parishioners:  
 

After Christ, the main character in the Season of the 
Glorious Epiphany that started on January 6 is John the 
Baptist.   
 

John the Baptist led a holy life preparing the way of the 
Lord in an unconventional manner.  He lived in the de-
sert and dressed in animal skin and ate locusts and hon-
ey dedicating himself solely to God.  Of a priestly 
tribe, John was supposed to be serving in the Temple 
like his father Zechariah, but he decided not to.  The 
officials of the Temple were not fulfilling what God 
had asked them to do as servants of the people and 
John did not want to be part of a group that burdened 
the people with rituals and laws and did not help or 
comfort them.  Thus, he was a voice crying in the wil-
derness, advising Temple leaders and people at large to 
make straight the paths of the Lord.  John was not the 
sort of person who would go along with the flow of a 
tradition that confused and led the people astray and 
away from the Lord.  Instead of being a recognizable 
priest of the Temple, he refused to fit in.  That is why 
he was in the wilderness and not under the protection 
of the Temple authorities.   
 

People were filled with expectation when John came 
on the scene.  He was not restricted to the Temple.  He 
was the breath of fresh air needed by those who were 
seeking God and could not find him in the Temple any-
more.  For these people, John fit perfectly the profile of 
a spiritual leader. Many even were questioning in their 
hearts, whether he might be the Messiah.  But he said 
no.  He clearly affirmed that someone greater than he 
would come after him “who was before him.”  “I bap-
tize you with water; but one who is more powerful than 
I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his 
sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire,” John said.   
 

The people wanted to make John someone who he was 
not.  But John was clear.  He testified that he was not 
the Messiah.  When Christ came to John to be baptized, 
at first John refused saying, “I need to be baptized by 
you, and do you come to me?’ But Jesus answered him, 
‘Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to 
fulfil all righteousness.’”  In this instance too, John 
would not play the role that might have been expected 
of him.  He understood that what he did would only 
“prepare the way” and his baptism could only take the 
people so far.  In someway the difference between the 
baptism of John and that of Jesus can be compared to 
being washed by water only or by water and soap.  
John’s baptism served for a time, but there was a need 
for a baptism that sanctified completely, as sometimes 
bleach is needed to get the most difficult stains out of 
clothes.   
 

John could not be what his family’s priestly tradition 
wanted him to be nor what the people wanted him to 
be.  He knew he was only one part in the huge plan of 
God’s salvation and not the whole plan.   
 

St. Maron Feast Day Luncheon  
The event on Sunday, February 9th, 2020, begins with the Di-
vine Liturgy celebrated by His Excellency Bishop Gregory 
Mansour at 11:30 am and is followed by a luncheon at Sirico’s 
(8023 13th Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11228). $100 for adults and $50 for 
children under 12.  Live soft music provided by Nadim.  Valet 
parking is available. Please make your reservation with Mike 
Naber, Darine Safi or Jihane Ayoub.  

 

Marriage Enrichment Evening  
Married couples are invited on Saturday, February 22, 2020, 
to a marriage enrichment evening at the Cathedral starting 
with the Divine Liturgy at 6:30 pm followed by dinner, a short 
talk & music. $100 per couple.  For registration please see 
Helen Zihenni & Darine Safi  

 

Pro-life March in DC 
All Maronites are invited to the March for Life. On January 
23, the Pro-Life Vigil Liturgy at the Basilica of the National 
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception is celebrated at 5:30 pm.  
At 8 pm, Bishop Gregory will meet with the Maronites who 
are attending the March in the Crypt.  The next day on January 
24, the group will meet at 11 am on the corner of Indiana Ave. 
and 7th St. in DC.  

 

The Maronite Foundation in the World  
Are you of Lebanese descent living abroad, between 20 to 30 
years old and fluent in English?  The Maronite Foundation 
proudly presents its 8th annual session in collaboration with 
the Holy Spirit University of Kaslik and in honor of the late 
HE Michel Edde founder and honorary president of the Maro-
nite Foundation to win a trip to Lebanon from July 19 to Au-
gust 3, 2020.  Please click to register online  

 

Pilgrimage:  In The Footsteps of Paul  
A 10-day/8-night trip to Greece including a 3-day cruise to 
the Greek Islands and Turkey, visiting Athens, Corinth, My-
konos, Ephesus, Patmos, Crete, Santorini. Meteora, Veria, 
Vergina, Salonica, and Philippi. Departing April 29, 2020 - 
$3,498 per person/double occupancy from New York, includ-
ing fuel surcharge and port taxes. We already have 17 people 
who have signed up for the trip.  For more information please 
call Marleine Aflak at 1-917-608-2996 or Tony Tannousis at 1
-718-987-3900. 

 

Vocations Awareness Poster-Essay  
Students grades K to 12 are encouraged to participate in the 
Vocations Awareness Poster-Essay Multimedia Contest 
through NAM.  Click here for guidelines and here for applica-
tions.  Also you can see Adonis El-Asmar or Marian Ciaccia 
for more information. This year let us have more students take 
part in the contest.  

 

Project Roots 
Bishop Gregory is asking to redouble the efforts to register 
American citizens of Lebanese descent who would like to re-
gain their Lebanese citizenship.  Parishioners are encouraged 
to register their births and marriages in Lebanon.  Please check 
Project Root’s new website and contact Zahia Abi Habib for 
more information  

 

Recommendation of the Finance Council  
The Finance Council recommends that parishioners set the 
Church up for automatic bill pay.  This is the best way to keep 
supporting your spiritual home while on vacation or out-of-
town.  

https://maronitefoundation.org/MaroniteFoundation/en
http://www.ololc.org/doc/Greece%20Trip%202020.pdf
http://www.ololc.org/doc/Greece%20Trip%202020.pdf
http://www.namnews.org/index.php?vocationscontest
http://www.namnews.org/pdf/VC+Letter+2019.pdf
http://www.namnews.org/pdf/VC+Brochure.pdf
http://www.namnews.org/pdf/VC+Brochure.pdf
http://lebanity.gov.lb/
mailto:zahia_abihabib@hotmail.com


 

Kindly patronize the following with all your needs  

 

ELHILOW & ASSOCIATES P.C. 

Attorneys at Law 
Serving your legal needs in: 

Personal Injury, Real Estate, Business and Estates 
 

(718) 833-2100                 (718) 833-0476 Fax 
Serving New York and New Jersey 

 
Prearrangement Simplifies a 

Difficult Time 

Cobble Hill Chapels 
171 Court Street, Brooklyn, NY 

The Largest Facility in  
Downtown Brooklyn 

 

(718) 875-1640 

 

Heights Café 
84 Montague Street 

718-625-5555 

Come see us at Dellarocco 
214 Hicks Street — 718-858-1010 

 
Breakfast                                  Open 7 days a week 
Lunch                                                We deliver 
Dinner 

Teresa’S 
 

80 Montague St., Brooklyn Heights, NY 

718-797-3996 

 

LASSEN & HENNIGS 
Delicatessen, Bakery, Catering  

114 Montague Street 

Brooklyn Heights, NY 

718-875-6272 

 
Cedar Abstract & 

Settlement Services Inc. 
259 - 86th Street 

Brooklyn, NY  11209 
718-745-1120 

 

Joseph M. Elhilow, President 

The Custom House 
139 Montague Street – Brooklyn Heights, N.Y. 

Find us on Facebook — Phone: 718-643-6000 

Find us on Seamless & Grubhum — we deliver! 
Available for weddings, christenings, birthdays, showers and holiday parties 



 

Kindly patronize the following with all your needs  
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Sunday Readings 

 قراءات   اد  

The First Sunday after the Epiphany 

  
Second Letter to the Corinthians 10:1-11. 
I myself, Paul, appeal to you by the meekness and 
gentleness of Christ I who am humble when face to 
face with you, but bold towards you when I am 
away! I ask that when I am present I need not show 
boldness by daring to oppose those who think we 
are acting according to human standards.  Indeed, 
we live as human beings, but we do not wage war 
according to human standards; for the weapons of 
our warfare are not merely human, but they have 
divine power to destroy strongholds. We destroy 
arguments and every proud obstacle raised up 
against the knowledge of God, and we take every 
thought captive to obey Christ.  We are ready to 
punish every disobedience when your obedience is 
complete.  Look at what is before your eyes. If you 
are confident that you belong to Christ, remind 
yourself of this, that just as you belong to Christ, so 
also do we.  Now, even if I boast a little too much of 
our authority, which the Lord gave for building you 
up and not for tearing you down, I will not be 
ashamed of it.  I do not want to seem as though I am 
trying to frighten you with my letters.  For they say, 
‘His letters are weighty and strong, but his bodily 
presence is weak, and his speech contemptible.’  Let 
such people understand that what we say by letter 
when absent, we will also do when present. 
  
The Gospel according to Saint John 1:29-34. 
The next day he saw Jesus coming towards him and 
declared, ‘Here is the Lamb of God who takes away 
the sin of the world!  This is he of whom I said, 
"After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me be-
cause he was before me."  I myself did not know 
him; but I came baptizing with water for this reason, 
that he might be revealed to Israel.’  And John testi-
fied, ‘I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a 
dove, and it remained on him.  I myself did not 
know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with 
water said to me, "He on whom you see the Spirit 
descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the 
Holy Spirit."  And I myself have seen and have tes-
tified that this is the Son of God.’ 

ب   ال    ا      اد     ادل 

  

 1:10-11 رسا ة   ا ّ   ب   اا ب   ا إا  ة   ق ر         قار  ب

َ   ُ،تِسيِحِ ،   يَِ ش،  ،    د ا  اَش    ا بِاو، ْ    بِ يا   وَتِي، أ   ابِِا   ُ تَ 
يأ    عادوِِا   ااِ تا    حِا ،   َ   ح، َ    ُِ اعنِ  ضتِي ، أ   ابِِا   يَ   ه، لا ، وِح،

عادوِا   ااِ تا    ِ ا ،  ا َ   ح، عادِ         .ويَجِ يء    حِلِ ان  ت   اِ أ   ا جا ِ ِ   ح، ج  وارِا
ي   ااِا   ااِ تاِ   جِ يِ اأ   ُ،اَال،تِ ،   يَأض    َ    ُ،ن َأ   ويَأض     ض تر، ح 

ل      اِ  باِ      شِ  تاِ   ابِأعا   بشِا ُِ   ينِا ي َ   يَأَ ِِ   ُ،لِا   حِل ي   ااِا   اجِا   ابِات،
يل، ُ عأعا       ب نِار،           .جِشِد، اجِِلأ   و،بأعا   بنِا ِا   َ    يَجِشِدأ   وَن،

يأ أ   ُلِا    با   َِ اشِ،ا   جِشِد، لِاس، ل،نِ ِ   ج، يل، ُ       َاِأ   اِ ا اِ  بِا     جِشِد،
    ُ د، ن تا،   يَِ ع،  ِ     َُ،بأعا   بلِا ُ،   يَن  َ   هِدا رِ ب   ُ،عَ،   حِل ه ِ   اِاس،
َِ ،    َأ    دأ   وِ ا ، ،     َ ،َ يِ تَ    يِ ا ِِ أ      وا لأ   و    اَنِارِ   يَاِائ، يَِ

ِِاحِ ،   يَِ ش،   ،َ  .وبِ ا       ا لأ   َ،نا     
لِ،ا    َ   اِ   دنواِ   ااِا   ب  ِاا،َِّ   ا لأ   ح نا ِااأ   وِض ضِ ، شا ُ    و  وبنِا

َ   يَِ ِ!اه،     و،اا   اِااِ   احِِدب   وِي ،ت ا         .ئِاحِض ن َ تاِ   حِل ن    َ   ينِا و،بأن 
َ،لِ ش  ،    ه،   ابِأه    اِِ ا   هتِ    اَش، نِل، ا   َ    بِ َ،لِ ش  أ   َِلا َ  ه،   ابِأه     اَش، ُ،عِ

ا ُ    ايِاض  َ، ِ   بنِا اْ،    ُِ الِ   يَ   ِاَِِْ ،         .اَِ جِل    و،اا   ُِاَِ اَ َِ بِا       اِ
       َ َ،  عا اِب،ن  ي   وِهِ ِه    يَ أ ن   َِعا    ِِاا،   يَأَ اَض،اِار،   ُ،اَشنلا َ    يْ

ن َ َ   ُ،ِ ِ ا ،ل        .َ،لِداو، َ ن  ، تل َِ لِ ِ   ا بِل،    ا  يد    ااِا   اِ ا  و    ا ر،
َ   يِت تَ تا     عان  ا   و، يأ أ   »َاِأ   ُِ اض  جِ ،   واِت، يدِ     يَلألا رِِ ا ،ل ه    وِد،

ه    ِ ا،   يلأ   واِخو  ن، ن   َِلِو، ض تر      يَصأاا ا   ح   .«!اوِأ
ِ ا ،لأ    ُ،   َ    يَ أ ُ    ُ،اَنِخ اال    هَيِ   يَتِا ،ل،   ابِأعا   اِ ا   بنِا َ   و، لِ َِلا ِ ا

عادوا    َ، الأ   ح، ا   ُ،اَ ُ    ايِاض  َ، ِ   بنِا عادوِا   بنِ تا    ِ ا ،  ُأ   اَِ ح،
 .بنِ تا    حِا ، يُ

  
 

 29:1-34 ق ج     ا ّ   ب    ا   ا

تا ،خ     َ    يَْدِ،    ُ د   ولاس    يَ   دياُ   راِ    ي تحِعأا   يشِ ت ِ   و 
ِ، ِِ ِ   يَ ِاََِ»و،َِ اه،   َِتِا      َِ     َ َِ ي   يِ ا  .هِا   ه تِ   حِِ ل    ذ،   يَأَ

لب   ادِا   ِ ارِ   ا دأيو، أ    ي   ا لا،    َ، ه    يِ اي،    ورِي ،    رِج  هَيِ   ه تِ   يَأَ
 .َبِأه    اِااِ   اِ ال 

َ،نِ    يِ!الِ ِ    د    ُ،عَِ اء   ،    ِا،    ا حِ ل، عل،    ج، َ ه أ   َن، وابِِا   وِا   ا عا،    احِا ،
ِ ي ، ل  .«ه تِ   س، ا

دِ   ي تحِعأا   اِا ،خ      ُِ   »ووِل، و ِ   بِا ،     اِنِِ اوِ     و، رِايِا،    يَ ن
ضتِِ أ   حِلِ اه أَ     ا  .يَشأِ اءأ     

د    ُ،عَِ اء،   ه تِ    ِ لِع،    ا حِ ل، ي   ارِا أُ   يَأَ َ ه أ   َن، وابِِا   وِا   ا عا،    احِا ،
ي    ضتِ، ن   حِلِ اهأ   ه تِ   يَأَ و ِ   يِعاو،     ويشِا اُ   يِِ     يَ ن اِا ِ   َ     وِ

و ،   يَت د   د    ُ،عَ ن  .ي  ِ ل،
َ     ُ اُ َ    ااِأ   هَيِ   ه تِ     دا  .«وابِِا   رِايِا،    ووِل،

  


