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Our Lady of Lebanon Maronite Cathedral 
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Divine Liturgy Schedule   Tuesday through Saturday at 10:00 AM 
      Sunday at 9:00 AM and 11:30 AM 
      Holy Day at 10 am & 7:30pm  
      St. Sharbel the 22nd of each month  
      at 7:30 PM except on Saturday or Sunday  
 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament First Friday of the month at 10:40 until noon 
 

Reconciliation    10:15 AM to 10:45 AM Sunday 
      11:00 AM to 11:45 AM First Friday  
      and upon request. 
 

Initiation Rites (Baptism—Chrismation) Parents and Godparents must meet  
      with the Rector for instruction and  
      then a time will be set for the Baptism  
      and Chrismation. 
       
Mystery of Crowning (Marriage)  The Rector must be notified at least six  
      months in advance to set up instruction. 
 

Hospital and Sick Calls   Notify the Rector as soon as possible. 
 

New Parishioners    All are welcome at Our Lady of  
      Lebanon Cathedral. Please notify the Office 
      of the Rector to become a member. 



 

Sun. December 1 Visitation of the Virgin to Elizabeth    
   9:00 am  Intentions of the Parishioners  
   11:30 am George & Margarit Allaham   Req. by Mr. & Mrs. Chawki Eladem 
      Hanah Eladem  
Mon. December 2  NO LITURGY     
      
 

Tues. December 3  10 am Divine Liturgy   St. Francis Xavier  
      
 

Wed. December 4  10 am Divine Liturgy   St. Barbara 

    Lydia Gaston       Req. by The Gaston Family  
 

Thurs. December 5  10 am Divine Liturgy   St. Saba the Hermit 
      
 

Fri.    December 6  10 am Divine Liturgy   St. Nicolas (Zakhia) 
      
 

Sat.   December 7  10 am Divine Liturgy   St. Ambrose   
      
 

Sun. December 8 Birth of John the Baptist    Feast of the Immaculate Conception  
   9:00 am  Intentions of the Parishioners  
   11:30 am 40 Day for Henriette Achkar    Req. by the Family  

  
 
 

 

Sunday Readings  

Lectors and Ushers (age 16 and up) are needed.  
Please email the church to become one  

 
December 1, 2019  Visitation of Mary to Elizabeth 

 Reading:  Galatians 3: 15-22 
 Gospel: Luke 1: 26-38 
 Lectors: 9:00 am Raymond Gill 
  11:30 am Tiana Eladem - English  
  11:30 am Mary Eladem - Arabic  
 
December 8, 2019  Birth of John 
 Reading:  Galatians 4: 21-5:1 
 Gospel: Luke 1: 57-66 
 Lectors: 9:00 am Raymond Gill 
  11:30 am Marleine Safi - English  
  11:30 am Hweida Chawki  - Arabic  
 
December 15, 2019  Revelation to Joseph  
 Reading:  Ephesians 3: 1-13 
 Gospel: Matthew 1: 18-25 
 Lectors: 9:00 am Raymond Gill 
  11:30 am George Abi Zeid - English  

  11:30 am Marise Frangie - Arabic  
 
December 22, 2019  Genealogy Sunday   
 Reading:  Romans 1: 1-12 
 Gospel: Matthew 1: 1-17 
 Lectors: 9:00 am Raymond Gill 
  11:30 am Nidal Abi Saad - English  

  11:30 am Bassam Ayoub - Arabic  

Financial Standing October 2019 
 
Ordinary Income 
Sundays & Holy Days Collections: $7,388.00 
 

Cathedral Stipends from Marriages & Funerals, Lower Hall 
Rent, Candles, Breakfast, Luncheon, Bake Sale, Dues, Reli-
gious Education, flowers, ….: $9,401.80 
Total Ordinary Income: $16,789.80 

 
Ordinary Expense 
Payroll, Gas, Electricity, Building and Medical Insur-
ances, Leasing Equipments, TV, Phone, Internet, 
Church, Hall & Office Supplies, Postage, Regular 
Maintenance, Charity, Eparchial Appeal, Insurance,...  
Total Ordinary Expense:  $17,640.06 

 
Total Ordinary Income vs Expense: -$850.26 

 
We also brought in some extraordinary income in 
the amount of: $30,539.67 (which included Library 
Rent, Donations for specific projects, and the Capital 
Campaign) 
 
 

Thank you for your contribution  
in helping maintain the Church  

and in planning different activities 
 

 
You are not alone! 

 
If you are suffering from the 
loss of a loved one , if you 
are carrying a heavy cross, if 
you are struggling with a dis-
ease or infertility, if psalm 22 
(“My God, why have you 
forsaken me”) has become 
your daily cry, know that you 
are not alone and that God is 
waiting to pour out His grac-
es on you to heal your 
wounded heart and draw you 
closer to Himself. To learn 
more about healing and be-
reavement ministries, please 
click here.  

 
For more information about our ministry 

Check here and watch the video. 

Sunday of Visitation of the Virgin to Elizabeth 
December 1, 2019 

mailto:cathrectory@verizon.net
https://www.familyandsanctityoflife.org/family-life.html
https://www.familyandsanctityoflife.org/


Dear Beloved Parishioners:  
The following are Bishop Gregory’s remarks at the 75th An-
niversary gala last Sunday.   
 
“What are we celebrating today? 
Are we celebrating that in 1890 the Maronite Patriarch as-
signed Father Peter Korkemaz as the first Maronite Priest 
serving the first Maronite parish in lower Manhattan named 
St. Joseph? That was 129 years ago; No, we are celebrating 
something different.  Or in 1906 when the first Maronites 
established themselves on Hicks Street as Our Lady of Leba-
non and Father Khairallah Estefan, was their first pastor? 
That was 113 years ago; No, we are celebrating something 
different.  Or in 1844 when the Congregational Church of the 
Pilgrims built their first home in Brooklyn on the corner of 
Henry and Remsen Streets? That was 175 years ago; No, we 
are celebrating something different. 
 
“We are celebrating today that on November 26, 1944 the 
first Divine Liturgy was celebrated at the former Church of 
the Pilgrims, which became Our Lady of Lebanon at the cor-
ner of Henry and Remsen. That was 75 years ago. This is 
why we celebrate today.  We celebrate today the first time 
we “broke bread” according to our ancient Aramaic Maronite 
Tradition, a tradition that goes all the way back to the first 
Aramaic speaking followers of Christ, called Christians for 
the very first time in Antioch. 
 
“We celebrate ‘the breaking of bread’, something special and 
unique that we have done in homes, in catacombs, in moun-
tain caves, hidden from persecutors and in Churches. The 
Church building is a temporary home made for the people 
who live in that home. The people who live in that home is 
the Church. The table of that home is the Altar, and the Meal 
of that home is the Eucharist.  And so today we celebrate that 
for 75 years, every Sunday, we have gathered to commemo-
rate the ‘Day of the Lord’, the day on which Jesus rose from 
the dead, and we remember him by doing what he asked us to 
do; as our Liturgy says, ‘Every time you eat this bread and 
drink this cup, you remember my death and resurrection until 
I come again.’ These words of our Divine Liturgy remind us 
just how special is our Sunday ritual: We offer and partake of 
His body, His blood, real, not symbols, not signs, and we 
have the joy and privilege to ‘Break the bread and drink the 
cup in memory of Him, until He comes again.’  
 
“Brothers and sisters, it is not the Church building that we 
celebrate today, as beautiful as it is, it is not the history of the 
Maronites in the New York area, as noble as this is, it is not 
any external, temporary or passing reality that we celebrate 
today; today we celebrate the fact that for 75 years we con-
tinue to break the bread and drink the cup as Jesus asked us. 
This is the reason we celebrate today. 
 
“May Christ, broken on the Cross, delivered for us as a sacri-
ficial lamb for the forgiveness of our sins, and risen from the 
dead for our salvation, continue to be first in our hearts. And 
may we always and every Sunday, until he comes again, 
come to know, and more to deeply love him, ‘in the breaking 
of bread.’ 
Happy 75th Anniversary!”  

The Knights Annual Christmas Dinner  
The Knights & the Confraternity will hold their An-
nual Christmas Dinner at Le Sajj Restaurant on 
Wednesday December 11th at 8:00pm.  $55 per per-
son.  There will be a 50/50 raffle for this event.  
Please see Subdeacon Adonis, Edgard Abi Daher or 
George Elhajj for your reservation.  You may bring 
guests also. 

 

Annual Bake Sale Sponsored by the Confraternity  
The Annual Winter Bake Sale sponsored by the Con-
fraternity will take place on December 14 & 15.  If 
you would like to help in baking goods or donating 
toward the Bake Sale, please see one of the members 
of the Confraternity   

 

Nabiha Yazbek Christmas Concert  
On Friday December 20, Nabiha Yazbek will perform 
a Christmas Concert at the Cathedral after the 7:30pm 
Novena.  All are welcome to attend.   

 

Family Christmas Party December 22  
The Cathedral invites all parishioners to a luncheon to 
celebrate Christmas on December 22 in the Church 
Hall.  Families are welcome especially the kids for a 
fun afternoon with Santa and other surprises.  During 
the Liturgy that day, the kids of the Sunday School 
will enact the Christmas Story.   

 

Sloan Kettering Toy Drive 
A Christmas Toy Drive for the children (newborn and 
up) of Sloan Kettering Cancer Center will be in effect 
until December 22nd.  All toys must be brand new 
and unwrapped, not used, no stuffed animals, no 
clothes.  A big box is placed in the Cathedral to the 
far right of the Altar for your convenience.   

 

Youth Choir  
All interested in youth choir ages 7 and up are invited 
to sign up with Paula Achkar or Fidelle El-Asmar. If 
you already have an instrument that you would like to 
play, you are welcome to bring it with you to add to 
the experience. There will be a Sunday practice in 
the next few weeks.   

 

Pilgrimage:  In The Footsteps of Paul  
A 10-day/8-night trip to Greece including a 3-day 
cruise to the Greek Islands and Turkey, visiting 
Athens, Corinth, Mykonos, Ephesus, Patmos, Crete, 
Santorini. Meteora, Veria, Vergina, Salonica, and 
Philippi. Departing April 29, 2020 - $3,498 per per-
son/double occupancy from New York, including fuel 
surcharge and port taxes. We already have 17 people 
who have signed up for the trip. Deadline for registra-
tions is no later than October 29, 2019.  For more in-
formation please call Marleine Aflak at 1-917-608-
2996 or Tony Tannousis at 1-718-987-3900 

 

Vocations Awareness Poster-Essay  
Students grades K to 12 are encouraged to participate in 
the Vocations Awareness Poster-Essay Multimedia 
Contest through NAM.  Click here for guidelines and 
here for applications.  Also you can see Adonis El-
Asmar or Marian Ciaccia for more information. This 
year let us have more students take part of the contest.  

 

mailto:paulaachkar@gmail.com
mailto:fidelleelasmar@gmail.com
http://www.ololc.org/doc/Greece%20Trip%202020.pdf
http://www.ololc.org/doc/Greece%20Trip%202020.pdf
http://www.ololc.org/doc/Greece%20Trip%202020.pdf
http://www.namnews.org/index.php?vocationscontest
http://www.namnews.org/pdf/VC+Letter+2019.pdf
http://www.namnews.org/pdf/VC+Brochure.pdf


The Custom House 
139 Montague Street – Brooklyn Heights, N.Y. 

Find us on Facebook — Phone: 718-643-6000 

Find us on Seamless & Grubhum — we deliver! 
Available for weddings, christenings, birthdays, showers and holiday parties 

 

 

Prearrangement Simplifies a 
Difficult Time 

Cobble Hill Chapels 
171 Court Street, Brooklyn, NY 

The Largest Facility in  
Downtown Brooklyn 

 

(718) 875-1640 

 

Heights Café 
84 Montague Street 

718-625-5555 

Come see us at Dellarocco 
214 Hicks Street — 718-858-1010 

 

Breakfast             Open 7 days a week 
Lunch                                We deliver 

       Dinner 

Teresa’S 
 

80 Montague St., Brooklyn Heights, NY 

718-797-3996 
 

 

LASSEN & HENNIGS 
Delicatessen, Bakery, Catering  

114 Montague Street 

Brooklyn Heights, NY 

718-875-6272 

 

 

  

 
 

Kindly patronize the following with all your needs . . .  

Cedar Abstract & 
Settlement Services Inc. 

259 - 86th Street 
Brooklyn, NY  11209 

718-745-1120 
 

Joseph M. Elhilow, President 

ELHILOW & ASSOCIATES P.C. 

Attorneys at Law 
Serving your legal needs in: 

Personal Injury, Real Estate, Business and Estates 
 

(718) 833-2100                 (718) 833-0476 Fax 
Serving New York and New Jersey 



 

Kindly patronize the following with all your needs  
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Sunday Readings 

 قراءات   اد  

  

Sunday of the Visitation to Elizabeth 
  

Letter to the Ephesians 1,1-14. 
Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, To 
the saints who are in Ephesus and are faithful in Christ 
Jesus:  Grace to you and peace from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ.  Blessed be the God and Fa-
ther of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in 
Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 
places, just as he chose us in Christ before the founda-
tion of the world to be holy and blameless before him 
in love.  He destined us for adoption as his children 
through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of 
his will,  to the praise of his glorious grace that he 
freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.  In him we have 
redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our 
trespasses, according to the riches of his grace that he 
lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight he has 
made known to us the mystery of his will, according to 
his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, as a plan 
for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, 
things in heaven and things on earth.  In Christ we have 
also obtained an inheritance, having been destined ac-
cording to the purpose of him who accomplishes all 
things according to his counsel and will, so that we, 
who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live 
for the praise of his glory.  In him you also, when you 
had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salva-
tion, and had believed in him, were marked with the 
seal of the promised Holy Spirit; this is the pledge of 
our inheritance towards redemption as God’s own peo-
ple, to the praise of his glory. 
  

The Gospel according to Saint Luke 1:39-45. 
In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Ju-
dean town in the hill country, 
where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted 
Elizabeth. 
When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leapt 
in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy 
Spirit 
and exclaimed with a loud cry, ‘Blessed are you among 
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 
And why has this happened to me, that the mother of 
my Lord comes to me? 
For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the 
child in my womb leapt for joy. 
And blessed is she who believed that there would be a 
fulfilment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.’ 
  

  

  أحد   ارة ا   راء  ر 

  

 1:1-14  سةاة   راّدسرب    إاب   لاأ   أ     أ سب

ي ِ و    م    ي و   يِم تةِ   ،وِ  و ِو   يَِ مو م   ِٱم ت
ُو   ، تَُ  ِتيو م    و يا   خَو

ي     ُِ   تق  ِ َِايو   ُ    قَِ مو َ   ُ    اُِِم       ُِ ي َو ُِ   قَن ي يمو خوَى   قَدوِّيو

و   يِم تةِ   :: :يِم تة ُِ    و   اِ،ويَِا   تقَٱن ي َ     و َ   تقَمنم اََِيوعوِ      َِم 

ي  ي م   قََن    ،ِاِٱِمَِا   : :قَِ مو يِ،ِاِٱكِ        اِ، ت   ِٱ،يوَِا   يِم تةِ   قَِ مو
يِاِٱَِا    َو ن     ي ي ْ   ََُو ين ر   ُ    قَمنِ اِتقمو   ُ    قَِ مو تةو ِيو   ،ِِٱِم ر   ٱ  ،وم 
يُم       ِ يو ِ    يمو ِٱيو و   بوِّيو ُِ   ُ    ِة و َوَِم ت َوِ ايو   قَعِاََِم    ِِ   خو ُي و   بِ،و
ُِ   َِ     اِ،وَِايِ   ،واَين،َِيو     ُو   َِم ت ِِ   ،وِ ِة،نيو و   ُِِةِّنَِِِّا   اِ ُيَِاْ   تبِِّو   ِم،ِ

م ي ِيو و ِ ى   ِ  و ي م   ،وِةِم و   ٱو  :،ويِم تةِ   قَِ مو
َِ ،وِها ِ لِيوَِا ُ  قَِة،وي ْ تُي و ََِِا  َوعِ ِّو َوعوِ يو و قَني  اِ حو ِ جو َوِ ِّو

م َِى   َوعوِ يو و ِن نمم   ،وِةِم و   تو م   اِ    ِ ةوفوِٱَّ    قَ قَني    :قَفوِِّقي    ،وِِّ و و
م    ي ِيو و ٱن   ِ  و َُِِا   مو َْ   تبِِّو   ِ ٱن ِ  ر   ِتُِهو مو ِيو   ةو اُِِاِ ِها   ِ لِيوَِا   ُ    م 

ي م ِِ   ُِِجعِلِ     ُ    قَِ مو ِ ا     قََن    ِم،ِ ،ويٱِ    :،وِةِم و   ٱو ِِ   يِِّو ي ِةديو َو
ِن    ِّر   م  ُر   ِتقةو مِ   ِٱاو ي و   يِةو ِ يِ   ُ    قَِ مو َِ م   ُِيِجو ِو و

يو   ق ِ ِو  و
ا   :ِ  يم   ِ ا   ُ    قَمن اِتقمو   تِ ا   ِ لى   ق ِٱو ْ تُي و   اِيو  

ِّو وم     تِ    ِِ   ُِِةِّنَِِِّا   ،وِةِم و   بِ و يِٱقا ا   َِ  م   تبِِّو   ِم،ِ يِاِٱَِا    و َو ي
ِّو وم    َوِ جو ا    ة  ُِ   ِ ِّو َوَِم ت م    ي ِيو و ِن   ِ  ير   ،ودِِ ايو   ِ  و ِ    م  قََن    يِعوِ 

ي و   ٱِجاِيَِاْ َِا   ُ    قَِ مو
ُِ   ِم،ِدوَِا   ُِجعِلو ي َو ُ    قَن َوي َ    :َِةو ِ تُي و   ا

م َم    م و َِ    ِِ ي َوجو م   اِ    خو و ِي ي َ   ِملوِ  ِ   قَِة عو ُو   ِم و ام   ،ِعوِِّ   اِ اِيو  
ُو   قَِ ت  تِّو   ،و وم تحو   قَد ِّ  َو   ،واَٱ  ي  يو و  َ م    َويَ   تآِ 

حو    َوِ ِّو     يبويَِِا م   ت
،و و   قََن َوفوِِّقيو   ِ عو ِام    يِٱقاَو ُ     و ت  تِ     ٱ، ت

ِّو و    :ِ جو

  

 39:1-45 لنجر    راّدسرب   اإ ة

َِِ ،ِمو    َ    ِت يِ ُ    يولوكِ   ق ِيناَ   ل،عِّ   قَ، اٱَّ   ،يمتة م   بِاِ مو   ِ ٱو

َِق يَِ ر   ُ    يِه ت ى   ِ ِّو ى   قَِج،ِِم   خَو ِ      خَو ٱو مو   :  

يِ ا،ِام ينام   تِملنِ مو   ِ لِى   خَو ِمٱو ِِ لِمو   ،ِيومِ    َِ   :تِِّ
َوهام    ُ    ُ    ،ِ و يِِم ِ   قَِجَوي يَِم   يٱو َويِ ا،ِام    ِممَِ   ِ ٱو عِمو   خو ا   ِم و تَِ ن

تحو   قَد ِّ ُ ُِ   قَٱ  يأِلِمو    و   :ِتي و
لِى   ِ تيوها   تبِاَِمو     َومو   ُ    قََيوِمايم   »ُِِهيِفِمو   ،وعِ و ،اِٱِم ٌ   اِ   

َوكو  ،اِٱِم ٌ   اِِ ِٱَّ    ،ِ و   :ِت  
َ    ٱ،يو   يو ِ   خَو ن   ا 

و ُو   يِع َِقم   اِ      َ   ُِ ُو   اِيو  ت و
ا    ُ    ي،ويوِهاج  يِِم ِ   قَِجَوي م   يٱو َ  َِ ن كو   ُ    ا م    ِمم و َوَ    ِتبِيِ   ِ تو ُِِها     

َو    :ُ    ،ِ و

ِو   قَٱن ي  ُو   بو،ِ ِِ   َِِها    و َ     ا   بوي َولني    آِ َِمو   اَِن     ِميِيو  .« :ُِ  ت،ِى   
  


