
 

The Most Reverend Gregory J. Mansour, Eparchial Bishop 

The Very Reverend Dominique Hanna, Rector 

Deacon Peter Frangie 

Subdeacon Norbert Vogl  

Our Lady of Lebanon Maronite Cathedral 

113 Remsen Street, Brooklyn, New York 11201 

(718) 624-7228 | ololc.org | cathrectory@verizon.net  

Divine Liturgy Schedule   Tuesday through Saturday at 10:00 AM 
      Sunday at 9:00 AM and 11:30 AM 
      Holy Day To Be Announced 
      St. Sharbel the 22nd of each month  
      at 7:30 PM except on Saturday or Sunday  
 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament First Friday of the month at 10:40 until noon 
 

Reconciliation    10:15 AM to 10:45 AM Sunday 
      11:00 AM to 11:45 AM First Friday  
      and upon request. 
 

Initiation Rites (Baptism—Chrismation) Parents and Godparents must meet  
      with the Rector for instruction and   
      then a time will be set for the Baptism  
      and Chrismation of the child. 
       

Mystery of Crowning (Marriage)  Rector must be notified at least six   
      months in advance to set up instruction. 
 

Hospital and Sick Calls   Notify the Rector as soon as possible. 
 

New Parishioners    All are welcome at Our Lady of  
      Lebanon Cathedral. Please notify the Office 
      of the Rector to become a member. 



    Exaltation of the Holy Cross (Actual Feast of September 14th)  

September 8th, 2019 
 

Sun. September 8  The Exaltation of the Holy Cross   Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
   9:00 am  Kamal Barsoun & Jack Manno  Req. by Dr. Elie Chalhoub 

   11:30 am  Intentions of the Parishioners  
 

Mon. September 9   NO LITURGY      
     Sts Joachim & Anne, Parents of the Virgin Mary/ Blessed Frederick Ozanam  
 

Tues. September 10   10 am Divine Liturgy      
      
 

Wed. September 11   10 am Divine Liturgy      
      
 

Thurs. September 12   10 am Divine Liturgy      
     Josephine Cervasion Cirecello   Req. by Mrs. Salma Vahdat  
 

Fri.    September 13   10 am Divine Liturgy      
     Special Intentions    Req. by Phyllis Simon 
 

Sat. September 14   10 am Divine Liturgy     Feast of the Exaltation of the Cross 
      
 

Sun. September 15  1st Sunday after Holy Cross    Sts. Shaina & Sassine 
   9:00 am  Intentions of the Parishioners  
   11:30 am  Madeline & Elias Souky, Sandra Souky Richardone,  
     Stephen Joseph Souky   Req. by Leslie Greiche  
 

Financial Standing August 2019 
 

Ordinary Income 
Sundays & Holy Days Collections: $7,844 
 

Cathedral Stipends from Marriages & Funerals, Lower Hall 
Rent, Candles, Breakfast, Luncheon,  Bake Sale, Dues, Reli-
gious Education, flowers, ….: $1,499.84 
Total Ordinary Income: $9,343.84 
 

Ordinary Expense 
Payroll, Gas, Electricity, Building and Medical Insurances, 
Leasing Equipments, TV, Phone, Internet, Church, Hall & 
Office Supplies, Postage, Regular Maintenance, Charity, 
Eparchial Appeal, Insurance,...  
Total Ordinary Expense:  $15,146.56 
Total Ordinary Income vs Expense: $5,802.72 
 

We also brought in some extraordinary income in the 
amount of: $29,976.67 (which included Library Rent, 
Donations for specific projects, and the Capital Campaign) 
 

We had some extraordinary expense in the amount of: 
$5,500 (Major Church Repair such as electricity, roof re-
placement, Boiler, ...) 
 

Thus, we had to use some of our extraordinary income 
for ordinary expense to make “ends meet.”  It is our 
hope that ALL extraordinary expense could be set 
aside for major improvements for the Cathedral.  Thus, 
we need everyone’s help.  
 

Thank you for your contribution  
in helping maintain the Church  

and in planning different activities 

Sunday Readings  

Lectors and Ushers (age 16 and up) are needed.  
Please email the church to become one  

 
September 8, 2019  Exaltation of the Holy Cross  
 Reading: 1 Corinthians 1: 18-25 
 Gospel: John 12: 20-32 
 Lectors: 9:00 am  Raymond Gill 
  11:30 am Norbert Vogl - English  
  11:30 am Norma Haddad  - Arabic  
 
September 15, 2019  1st Sunday after Holy Cross  
 Reading: 2 Timothy 2: 1-10 
 Gospel: Mark 10: 35-45 
 Lectors: 9:00 am  Raymond Gill 
  11:30 am Melissa Safi - English  
  11:30 am Paula Ashkar - Arabic  
 
September 22, 2019  2nd Sun. after Holy Cross  
 Reading: 1 Corinthians 15: 19-34 
 Gospel: Matthew 24: 1-14 
 Lectors: 9:00 am  Raymond Gill 
  11:30 am Marleine Safi - English  
  11:30 am Bassam Ayoub - Arabic  
 
September 29, 2019  3nd Sun. after Holy Cross  
 Reading: Philippians 3: 17-4:1 
 Gospel: Matthew 24: 23-31 
 Lectors: 9:00 am  Raymond Gill 
  11:30 am Lydia Gordon - English  
  11:30 am Zahia Abi Habib - Arabic  
 

mailto:cathrectory@verizon.net


Dear Beloved Parishioners:  
 

The sequence of the last three Sunday Gospels 
inherited from the Syriac Fathers and organized 
by the Patriarchal Liturgical Commission closes 
the Season of Pentecost and gives the faithful a 
deeper look at God's desire to be part of  each 
person's life. 
 

The Parable of the Sower of this Sunday was the 
culmination of the past two Sunday’s encoun-
ters of Jesus with Zacchaeus and the Canaanite 
woman.  Jesus invited himself to the house of 
Zacchaeus, a Jewish chief tax collector from 
Jericho, had dinner with him and stayed the 
night there.  The Pharisees were very critical of 
Jesus doing what he did and so we would be if it 
happened today.  Nonetheless, Jesus was telling 
us that every sinner is not only allowed a second 
chance, but a third, fourth and whatever it takes 
to bring him back to be part of God’s promise.  
Then, the story of the healing of the daughter of 
the Canaanite woman from Tyre and Sidon two 
Sundays ago made his disciples realize that Je-
sus did not come to heal and save from sin his 
own Jewish people only, but others as well, es-
pecially their neighbors.  “The Gentiles have 
become fellow heirs, members of the same 
body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus 
through the gospel,” reads Ephesians 3: 6.   
 

It seems very clear that there is a crescendo 
movement of God’s inclusivity that is at play 
when the Gospel that follows is Jesus telling the 
crowd the Parable of the Sower.  The genius in 
the order of the Gospel readings peaks at the 
proclamation of the Parable of the Sower show-
ing the generous lavishness of the sower.  Luke 
8: 4-8 states, “As he sowed, some fell on the 
path and was trampled on, and the birds of the 
air ate it up.  Some fell on the rock; and as it 
grew up, it withered for lack of moisture.  Some 
fell among thorns, and the thorns grew with it 
and choked it.  Some fell into good soil, and 
when it grew, it produced a hundredfold.”  Seed 
at the time of Jesus were not cheap.  How could 
the sower be so irresponsible about where he 
was throwing them?  Was he not aware of the 
rocky ground and the thorns and that seed could 
not grow on the path?   
 

Of course, he was aware, but even though, the 
seed fell as it did to assure us that no matter 
what kind of creatures we are, God created us 
through him. If he is the logos, the rest of crea-
tion is logoi.  The Seed of forgiveness were 
thrown into the heart of the Jew Zacchaeus and 
had their effect. Other seed of healing were 
sown into the gentile Canaanite woman and pro-
duced a hundredfold.  The Lord will never stop 
sowing his seed unrestrictively throughout his 
creation to demonstrate his indiscrimatory atti-
tude toward his creation. However, it is up to us 
to transform these seed into plants  
and give fruit to feed the many.  

Maronite Catholic Formation (Sunday School) 
Registration for Sunday School is on its way.  It is of extreme im-
portance to hand down the faith to our children (1st to 12th Grade) 
and our Sunday Formation is one small way to do so. Thus, every-
one is encouraged to register their children and not wait to the last 
minute.  Classes begin on Sunday, September 22nd at 10am. The 
program will run until the end of June two Sundays of formation 
each month. Please print the form online and email it to Lily Elhaje  

 

75th Anniversary of the First Divine Liturgy at the Cathedral  
The Cathedral is announcing the 75th Anniversary of the First Di-
vine Liturgy in the Current Location on Sunday November 24, 
2019.  The celebration begins with the Divine Liturgy at 11:30am 
followed by a luncheon at the Dyker Beach Golf Course Catering 
Hall in Brooklyn, NY.  There will also be a Commemorative Book 
in which pages may be purchased to honor beloved living and de-
ceased members of the Cathedral Community.  Meanwhile, those 
who have old pictures from the time the Cathedral was dedicated 
onward, please make sure to email them to us, so we can create a 
nice collage.  

 

Altar Server Training  
Subdeacon Norbert will hold an altar server training Sunday Sep-
tember 8th after the 11:30 Divine Liturgy.  

 

Order of St. Sharbel Sunday  
This year, October 13 is designated as “Order of Saint Sharbel Sun-
day” in our Eparchy.  On October 13, all Maronite parishes will be 
promoting the Order. The Order of Saint Sharbel is vitally im-
portant in providing financial and spiritual support for our seminar-
ians, who are crucial for the future of our Maronite Church.  Please 
prayerfully consider joining the Order. You may enroll online or 
ask Father for more information.   

 

Arabic Class Registration 
Arabic Class registration has begun. Please see Leila Vogl if you 
are interested.  

 

Housekeeping  
The Brooklyn Public Library’s lease was renewed on July 10th  
extending their stay until December 31, 2020.   

 

Pilgrimage:  In The Footsteps of Paul  
A 10-day/8-night trip to Greece including a 3-day cruise to the 
Greek Islands and Turkey, visiting Athens, Cor inth, Mykonos, 
Ephesus, Patmos, Crete, Santorini. Meteora, Veria, Vergina, Salo-
nica, and Philippi. Departing April 29, 2020 - $3,498 per person/
double occupancy from New York, including fuel surcharge and 
port taxes. We already have 17 people who have signed up for the 
trip. Deadline for registrations is no later than October 29, 2019.  
For more information please call Marleine Aflak at 1-917-608-
2996 or Tony Tannousis at 1-718-987-3900 

 

Project Roots 
Bishop Gregory is asking to redouble the efforts to register Ameri-
can citizens of Lebanese descent who would like to regain their 
Lebanese citizenship.  Parishioners are encouraged to register their 
births and marriages in Lebanon.  Please check Project Root’s new 
website and contact Zahia Abi Habib for more information  

 

Recommendation of the Finance Council  
The Finance Council recommends that parishioners set the Church 
up for automatic bill pay.  This is the best way to keep supporting 
your spiritual home while on vacation or out-of-town.  

 

http://www.ololc.org/doc/OLOLC%20RegistrationForm%202019-2020.pdf
mailto:lily2ma@aol.com
mailto:olol75anniversary@gmail.com
http://www.ololc.org/doc/OSS%20Poster.pdf
http://www.ololc.org/doc/OSS%20Poster.pdf
http://www.orderstsharbel.org
http://www.ololc.org/doc/Greece%20Trip%202020.pdf
http://www.ololc.org/doc/Greece%20Trip%202020.pdf
http://lebanity.gov.lb/
http://lebanity.gov.lb/
mailto:zahia_abihabib@hotmail.com


The Custom House 
139 Montague Street – Brooklyn Heights, N.Y. 

Find us on Facebook — Phone: 718-643-6000 

Find us on Seamless & Grubhum — we deliver! 
Available for weddings, christenings, birthdays, showers and holiday parties 

 

 

Prearrangement Simplifies a 
Difficult Time 

Cobble Hill Chapels 
171 Court Street, Brooklyn, NY 

The Largest Facility in  
Downtown Brooklyn 

 

(718) 875-1640 

 

Heights Café 
84 Montague Street 

718-625-5555 

Come see us at Dellarocco 
214 Hicks Street — 718-858-1010 

 

Breakfast             Open 7 days a week 
Lunch                                We deliver 

       Dinner 

Teresa’S 
 

80 Montague St., Brooklyn Heights, NY 

718-797-3996 
 

 

LASSEN & HENNIGS 
Delicatessen, Bakery, Catering  

114 Montague Street 

Brooklyn Heights, NY 

718-875-6272 

 

 

  

 
 

Kindly patronize the following with all your needs . . .  

Cedar Abstract & 
Settlement Services Inc. 

259 - 86th Street 
Brooklyn, NY  11209 

718-745-1120 
 

Joseph M. Elhilow, President 

ELHILOW & ASSOCIATES P.C. 

Attorneys at Law 
Serving your legal needs in: 

Personal Injury, Real Estate, Business and Estates 
 

(718) 833-2100                 (718) 833-0476 Fax 
Serving New York and New Jersey 



 

Kindly patronize the following with all your needs  
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The Tenth Annual Benefit Dinner  

The Eparchy of Saint Maron  
 

This Jubilee Event will recognize three special honorees known for their service to their communities: Tony 
Loubnan, Antoun Sehnaoui, and Salma Besheer Vahdat.  We honor  Tony for  his years of service to his 
parish, Saint Sharbel in Somerset, NJ; Antoun who, together with Cardinal Timothy Dolan, created the Shrine 
of Saint Sharbel at Saint Patrick Cathedral; and Salma for her years of service to Our Lady of Lebanon Cathe-
dral and the Brooklyn community. 

 

The Cathedral Community is proud of having Salma Besheer Vahdat, a Trustee of the church, as an honoree.  
 

Join us October 3 for an evening of fun and fellowship with your friends in support of a great cause!  





Sunday Readings 

 قراءات   اد  

Feast of the Exaltation of the Glorious Cross 
The First Letter to the Corinthians 1:18-25 
The message about the cross is foolishness to those 
who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it 
is the power of God.  For it is written, ‘I will de-
stroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment 
of the discerning I will thwart.’  
Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? 
Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made 
foolish the wisdom of the world?  For since, in the 
wisdom of God, the world did not know God 
through wisdom, God decided, through the foolish-
ness of our proclamation, to save those who believe.  
For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom,  
but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling-block 
to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those 
who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ 
the power of God and the wisdom of God. 
For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, 
and God’s weakness is stronger than human 
strength. 
 
The Holy Gospel according to Saint John 12:20-32 
Among those who went up to worship at the festival 
were some Greeks.  They came to Philip, who was 
from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, ‘Sir, we 
wish to see Jesus.’  Philip went and told Andrew; 
then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus.  Jesus 
answered them, ‘The hour has come for the Son of 
Man to be glorified. 
Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls 
into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; 
but if it dies, it bears much fruit.   
Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate 
their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 
Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I 
am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves 
me, the Father will honor.  ‘Now my soul is trou-
bled. And what should I say "Father, save me from 
this hour"? No, it is for this reason that I have come 
to this hour.  Father, glorify your name.’ Then a 
voice came from heaven, ‘I have glorified it, and I 
will glorify it again.’  The crowd standing there 
heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, 
‘An angel has spoken to him.’ 
Jesus answered, ‘This voice has come for your sake, 
not for mine.  Now is the judgement of this world; 
now the ruler of this world will be driven out. 
And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw 
all people to myself.’ 

 عي    افاع ا   اب ايم   اب     
 

  18:1-25 فس بة   اب    ب    ابب   ادىبأ   قبأ         قاف  ب
ِلكِ ِا    َو ا    د ِ   ِاِلاَِّْإ    ِ ل َو ا و َِ ِلكِ   ِ  َو َو    د َل   ِة وِلَِّ   ِ عل و ِتيو إ   خو يا   خَو

َو ِ   ُْتل ُ            د ِ   يِ   ِِح ُ   ِ ُلِل لعو
وُت      َِ ِلاأ»ألِ لهُ   ِ  َِ ُ  ِ   َِ َِ ُْ   يِ َِِلاأإ   ُ ِِ َُ ِلَِّ   ِ ُح َِ  .«!ِسأُبودكُ   او

ُِ   ي     ُُ ت و     ِِ    ييَِّو   ُ ِِي ِ   ِ ُِااو َُ   ِ ؟لوو َِا و دَو   ُ ِِي ِ    َو يِأِِي ِ   ِ ِح
َو   ِاِلاَِّْو ِلَِّ     ِِ   ِ يِا ِ َِ ُِ    ُ   او  ِ كلِ وو    ِِ ا   ِليِ

ِلَّو    إ   ِ  و ِ    َِ َو   او َِِوسِ    ِ   بوِحهللِا ِلووهو   ِ ا    َِ َِ   بوحو َل   ِ يِا ِ يُِوِلا    ِ
لُتَ  ي ِ   يُِ  و ِِ   بوِحِلاَِّْو   ِ ُوِ؟اِ  و   ِ ل و َِ   يُِل  و ِ    ُ  

ِلَّ َِ َِ   ِ حو هللُات َِ   ِ يِايإ   ُِ دُت ِا ود ود ِ   يِِ وِلو َُت ِ   يِِب ُُُت َل   ِ دِ  .ألِ
َُت و   ُِاِلاَِّْ     ُِا      و دِ َو دْل   ِ ِع ُت إ   ُ تِ    م   بوِلهللاو ا    ِِح ُ   يِلُلِا و  ِ ل

 . وألُِ َ
إ   ُْتل ُ     ْ د تِ   ِ هللاو َُ َُت و   ُِ دُت ِا ود ود إ   يِ َإ    و ِ   ِ دِ َو ي ِ    ِِ  هللُاو و َُت  ا    و ِلِك ُ ِ ل

ِلَُّ      َِ او ُِ   و   
ُ    ِ لهُ    ُِكُ َُ    و ِ   ِ للانإ   ُِ ا   يِ َِ ُ    ِ لهُ   ِاِلاَِّْ     و ِ    و   ُ تِ    ِِا ُِكُ يِِلا   يِ

ِِْتل    و ِ   ِ للان  .ُ ِيف     و ِ    و   ُ تِ    ِ
 

  20:12-32 ق جي    اب    ب    ا    

ُِ   ِ دُت ِا ود ود  دكإ   بِِي ُِ   ي    ِ يو ي ِ    ودهللِِاُ كُ كو َو ا َِ   بِد ِ   ِ عل  .ِةا
يِكِ ِا    ُ ِأو    و ِ   يود وَُّذِ   ِ ل م    و ِ   بِِدلِ   ِيِدكِِ   ِ ِ  ودُإ   ُِسأِ ُت ُ   

َِ    ِِول   يهللُِات »ِْائو د      يكُ    ِ  .«يِا   ِسد وكإ    ُوو
   ِ نُ   ُيود وَُّذُ   ُِْا ُُ نإ   ُِلاأِ    ِِ كِ ِ ُُ ِْ   ألِِ كِ ِ يِِ اأِ   يود وَُّذُ   ُِْا

 . ودهللُِات 
ِلا   يهللُِات ُ   ِْائو       َُ كِ    ِب ُ   »يِأِِلابِ َِ    يُِل ل ََُِّ    و  ِقِكِ   ِاا ِلو   ِ هللالا

ِ هللِااَ  .ِإلو
َِ   يِقِ ِ   ي    ِألِ  و    ِ    َِ ِلِبَّإ   خو َل   ِاُلَِّ   ِ حو ََُ    خو ِ    ُْ  ِ ِحقل     ِحقل    ُِْت

َِ   ِ ايِلِ   يِأِيو    بوُِِلول   ِةُودو كِ ِ   ُخو ِاو ُِ ُِقِو     .ُيُِلِلإ   يِ
ا    َِ َو   يِِح ُِ  ا   ي      ِِ   ِ يِا ِ َِ ُذ ُِ و ََّ    ِِ هللِاهُ   يِِ قوكُِ اإ   ُِ  ِ   يُ ِ  ِ   يُحو

يلَّ  . وِحدِا ل    ِبِكو
ا    َُ    ِِيذ  َُت َِ   يِ لِا َُ َُ    ِ ِاإ   يِ ُِ    ُِةت ِ  ِ   يِِلكُِ لو    يِِ دِوُِِِيلو ِ   ُِاِد

ِ هُ   ِ   َِو و ا و و ِ   ِ  ِ   يِِلكُِ لو    يُ َِ. 
لو     و ِ     و و    إ    ِ  و َِِ    ُِْتْو   يِا    ِبِلو بَِّإ   يِِلا َِ   ُ ِذِبوو  ِِ هللاو    ِ 

ََِّ ُو     ِِ   بِ ِِ لُ   خو و     و و   ِ هللالا َو ِ    و ِ    ِِل ََِّو   ُ   !ِ هللالا
كو    ِسِل ِ  إ   ِ   و ِْكِ   »يِِ اأِ   ِيِتي     و ِ   ِ هللالِلاأو   يِقُتْ     .«يِا    ِبِلو
ك ِكُيإ   ُِسأُِ   و  .«ِ  ل

وُ   يِقِا ُتِ     ُوَُ     .«خو لهُ   ِ َك»ُِسلو ِ   ِ ِ ِل ُ   ِ ِحا و َِ َ   ِْ َل   »ُِْا خو
اِبُِهُ  َِ  .«ِ  ة ا   

ُِ    و ِ   » ِِلا ِ   يهللُِات ُ   ُِْاْ     ِتيُ    و ِ    ِِل و إ   بِ َِ     ِِ   ِ عل ِ ا   ِةا
ََُ  . ِِل و

َو    َُ     ِِ   ِ يِا ِ َِ   يُِبِو ُ   ُسِ ِبا َِ    ِِيلُت َُِّ     ِِ   ِ يِا َِِ    ِ   و ِ   ِ 
ا ل  ا و َِ. 

د  َِ و   ِألِ  إ   ِل ِِبلُ   خو  ل   ِ ِ لو َِِ   ُ يوِيلُ      .«ُ ِ ِا   خو


